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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXXlll. 


No. 1. 

The Earl of Lytton to the Marquis of tialisbury.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 138. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, April 1, 1890. 

AT his last weekly reception 51. Ribot, in the cotirse of some general conversation, 
referred to Egyptian aflaii-s, and said he should be glad lo talk them over with me. I 
replied that such Egyptian affairs ns concerned French interests had hitherto been 
treated directly between 51. Waddiugtou and your Loi-dship, and that 1 was not in 
re<;eipt of any instructions which coufd enable me to discuss them profitably with his 
Excellency, although, of course, I should at all times l)c glad to receive, and if desired, 
to communicate to your Lordsliip, his Excellency’s observations on this or any other 
subject. 

M. Ribot then said that the Egyptian question was the only one which c.aused him 
any serious prcoccuimtion with reference to the relations between our two Governments; 
that there is a very strong feeling in this country on the subject of it, and that he 
should he thankful if something could ho done to allay the misgivings with which 
our continued presence in Egypt is regawled here—something in the nature of a 
format reacknowledgmcnt of our engagements as to tlic temporary character of it. 

I said that our engagements about E"vpt arc, ns his Excellency must lie aware, 
both numerous and complicated; we had not willingly contracted them; thw had 
been forced uixm us by circumstances arising out of the sudden withdrawal of France 
from the joint inten'cntion iu which she had taken a leading ^lart. These circum¬ 
stances had involved us, through the unexpected failure of French co-operation, iu 
engagements to the Khedive and jicople of Egypt, ns well ns to France and the other 
Powei-s. The moral ohli^tion of our cngngcmcnt.s to Egypt was overwhelming, and 
it was not easy to rccoiurilo the two classc.s of engagements. But the sincerity of our 
endeavours to reconcile tlicm was attested by the "Wolir Convention, which failed 
owing to the opjiosition of France; and it .seemed to mo that wo were now much 
in the position of the soldier who could not bring his pris^mer along with him, because 
the prisoner would not let him go. The eireumstnneos which had hreught us into this 
position were viewed with regret hv a large body of [lolitical opinion in England. But 
oven those who most regretted their occurrence, and would have l)cen mast thankful if 
we could jiromptly have withdrawn f«nn that position, were now deeply convinced 
that England cannot abandon Egypt until she has thoroughly completed all that she 
lias undertaken in behalf of that country. As evidence of this conviction, I referred 
to a recent sjicech of 5Ir. Chamberlain, and 1 suggested that Franco mi"ht best 
expedite our withdrawal from Egypt by facilitating, instead of thwarting, tho 
acoomplishment of our task there, 

51. Riliot replied that there was no desire on tho part of tho French Government 
to put didlculties iu our way or press for unreasonable conditions. Ho was prepared 
to consider the conversion of (ho Egyptian debt “ sans iiarti pris,” and to deal with it on 
[701] B 
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its OTm merits ns n purely financial matter, Trithout reference to other Egyptian, 
questions. Tlio original proposals, however, had been considerably extended. Ho 
\inderstood that it was now proposed to include the whole of the Domains Debt in 
the conversion, and he doubted whether sueh a proposal would bo favourably enter¬ 
tained by the French holders of that debt. Ilo had received from ^t. d'Aubigny a 
communication about the dispatch of Delegates to explain and discuss the proposal at 
Paris. But ho had not yet answered that communication Iwcause lio wished first to 
consult Baron Alphonse Rothschild, whoso views about the couvei'sion of the Domains 
Debt he should have an opportunity of ascertaining in the course of the next two or 
three days. Ilis Excellcney then went on to say that we nwxl be under no apprehen¬ 
sion of any desire on the part of France to replace us in the occupation or Protectorate 
of Egj'pt. French opinion was dead against any such policy, and no French Govern¬ 
ment could ventui'o to dream of it, nor was there any wish to urge on us unreasonable 
conditions or pletlges as to our withdrawal at a definite date. But the indefinite 
prolongation of our presence and activity in Egypt gave rise to impressions on the 
public mind here tliat we have no serious intention of ever leaving Egypt, and Franco 
could certainly not view aith indifTcreuco our {lermancnt possession or pcnnancntly 
exclusive Protectorate of that country. 

I said I u’ould report these remarks to your Lordship, and the subject of them 
was then dropped. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 


No. 2. 

Intelligence Department to Foreign Office.—{Received April 2.) 

THE Director of Military Intelligence presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and begs to forwanl him extracts from Reports 
received from Suakin by the last mail. 

Intelligence Division, ff'ar Office, April 1, 1890. 


Inclosurc in No. 2. 

Extract from “ Summary ” of the Suakin Staff Diary and Intelligence Report for the 
period from 4th to I8th February, 1890. 

TUERE has been some considerable excitement caused by the reported advance 
of the Italians into the Khor Baraka and up to the confines of the Hadendowa country. 

It would appear, however, that though the Italians undoubtedly intend to take 
Kassala, they will now p<»tponc active operations until the autumn, contenting them¬ 
selves in the meantime with the circulation of friendly Beni Amcr and others in their 
pay throughout those parts into which they have not yet actually penetrated. 


Extract from “ Summary ” of the Suakin Stuff Diary and Intelligence Report for the 
period from 20th February to 3rd March, 1890. 

The visits of the Italian gun-boats '* iliscuo ” and " Palinuro ’’ cause considerable 
speculation among the natives, who arc generally of opinion that unless the Govern¬ 
ment takes dcciderl action without delay it will lose all influence in the country. 
Constant reixirts arc made of the activity of the Italian Consular Agent here, who has 
undoubtedly made many promisi^s, especially to the Welaliab Hadendowas, but it 
would not appear that any definite agreements have lK?en actually signed. 

While Tokar is licing practically abandoned by the Mahdiists, and all in the vicinity 
of Suakin is as quiet as possible, thus convincing the tribes that Mahdiism, at any rate 
in the Eastern Soudan, is a thing of the past, they arc all much excited by the action 
of the Italian Government in the Khor Baraka and actually in Suakin itself. Hero 
they continually see Italian war-ships lying in the harbour for no ostensible reason, and 
they openly state tliat the Italian Consular Agent hero endeavours to make contneta 
both for men and lands with Sheikhs whom he lielicvcs to Imvo influence. 











No. 3. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 4, 2 P.M.) 

(No. 23.) 

(Tclegmpliio.) Constantinople, April i, 1890, 12’20 P.M. 

My telegrams Nos. 20 and 21 of the 29th and 30th. 

I understand that important instructions with regard to Egypt were sent by 
the Porto to llustom Pasha on Saturday or Sunday last. 

Details not known. The French Amhassador has licen trying to ascertain their 
exact nature, hut had not succeeded in doing so till yesterday. 

Their purport is, however, no doubt, some aiTangcmcnt between Turkey and Her 
Majesty’s Government as to date of our evacuation. 

Russia hostile to anything being done without her being consulted. 


Covering Letter. 

Sirdar, March 5,1890. 

Forwarded. It is reported on good authoritv that the Italians meditate an early 
advance on Kassaln, and luimhers of camels and (ionkeys are being collected at Senheit. 

The action of the Italian Consular Agent, and of Captain ilanfredo, of His 
Majesty’s gun-hoat “ Miseno,” gives one to believe that an attempt to establish Italian 
influence in Tokar is Iwjing made. Ahu Fatna, Head Sheikh of the Ashrefs at Tokar, 
has been detained against his will at Massowah, and the Italian Consular Agent has 
been instructed by the General at Massowah to bring his family from Tokar, and forward 
to him. 

(Signed) HOLLED SMITH, Colonel, 

Governor-General and Commandant. 


No. I. 


All the leading natives complain loudly of the apparent apathy of the Government 
at this crisis. 

Kantibai is still a prisoner at ^lassowah, and Hidad, his brother, who was nominated 
in his place by the Italians, will have to stand his chance against his nephew Hommed, 
who is receiving the support of Abu Girgeh in gaining the submission of the llabab 
Arabs. 


Sir ir. White to the Marquis of Salisburq. 


—{Received by telegraph, April 4.) 


(No. 117. Ext. 23.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April -I, 1890. 

A FEW days ago a rumour was hirgely spread all over Pern amongst foreign 
cori'csjioudents tu thcclTcet that the Sultan had issued an Iradd last night to the ofTcct 
that the Egyptian Convention concluded with Sir II. D. Wolff on the 22nd May, 1887, 
was to bo ratiflcd. 

This information api>ears to have been telegraphed to foreign capitals, but turns 
out to l)c unfounded. 

What appears to have liappencd is that His Imjierial Majesty has issued an Irndd 
instructing his Grand Vizier to reopen negotiations m London concerning Egyjit, and 
that instructions to that effect were sent off on Saturday or Sunday last to llustom 
Pasha. 

It has l)ccu im|)ossibIo for me to obtain any details, and I imdcrstand that the 
other Ambassadors, includiug Count Montebello, have lioeu endeavouring to discover 
the particulars and motives of this new move. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 
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No. 5. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received April 7.) 

(No. lOB.) 

Mjr Lord, Cairo, March 27, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch from Consul Baruham 
of the 19th March, reporting the good results of the famine relief operations at 
SuaJrin. 

t have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 

Consul Ramham to Sir E. Baring, 


Sir, Suakin, March 19, 1890. 

WITn reference to the famine relief ojicrations now in progress here, I have the 
honour to report that they have Imd a markedly goo<l result, inasmuch ns, having 
established a hospital at some distance from the town, where over 100 eases are 
under treatment, the mortality among these docs not now exceed two, or, at the most, 
three a day. Tlic patients are fed on milk and “ helila,” a species of dhourm {lorridge 
prepared with milk, and arc under proper medical attendance. 

The number of those receiving out-door relief in the form of dhourra-cakc is 
about 2,500, the distress being more apparent among the young children than among 
the women. The expenditure up to ^tc has been at the rate of slightly under 200/. 
per month. 

Strangers are coming in from Tokar and elsewhere, but as yet not in gix?at 
numtiers. These arc all adult men, and in a very emaciated condition. I questioned 
one man about the distress in the Tokar district, and, pointing to his own wasted 
limbs, he answcicd that all those he had left behind were m as Iwd a plight as himself, 
'flic voung children there and at other jioints inland must have died in very great 
num\)crs. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H. D. BARNH^UI. 


No. 6. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received April 7.) 

(No. 110. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 28, 1890. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 87 of the 15th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Her ^lajcsty’s 
Consul at Suakin on tlie subject of the reoccupation of Tokar. Your Lordship will 
obsei^'e that ^Ir. Barnham is strongly in favour of such a course, and does not 
anticipate anv very serious difficulties in putting it into execution. 

I liavc also received a private letter from Colonel llollcd Smith dealing with the 
same subject, and confirming the iaforuiatiou contained in Mr. Burnham’s despatch. 
Colonel Smith adds that the reason of the diqiarturc of Aliou Girgeh with all his force 
to the llalmb countrj' is that Osman Bigau’s arrival at Tokar has been expected and 
talked of for some time imst. Abou Girgeh is now about 80 miles south of 'fokar. 

Colonel Hollcil Smith slates further that the Italians are reported to bo at 
Algwlen, about two days from Knssala, and it is exiiectcd they will occupy tlmt place 
before long. It will be seen in connection with this subject that Mr. Burnham is of 
opinion that tho occu|>ation of 'fokar and 'I'rinkitat will have the etfcct of putting a 
stop to the negotiations of the Italians with the Arabs in the ncighbourhooil. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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(Confidential.) 

Sir, 


Tnclosiirc in No. G. 

Consul Barnham to Sir E. Baring. 


Suakin, March 19, 1890. 


I TIAVr. .already, at your Excclloncv’s desire, telc'jmplicd in f'oneral terms my 
opinion that the occupation of Tokar hy the Khedive’s Government is advisable; that 
it should be undortaKcn without delav; th.at, subject to the adoption of certain 
precautions, it could l>e cfTecte<l with slight difficulty, would result in the contentment 
of the native populations, and extend Egyptian inilucnco far aCcld. 

I have made scerct inquires during the p.ast week with a view to the collection of 
such facts as may assist Her Majesty’s Government in arriving at a decision uiion this 
important question. 

I state them lielow, and trust they may prove of value. 

1. The desimbility of a rcoccupation of Tokar hy the Egyjitian Government is a 
conviction which has ripened in tlic minds of all cKisscs, including, and I s.".y so 
advisc<lly, the native. When reports of the great mortality from starvation in the 
interior began to come in, and vivid evidence of the state of things there was alfordcd 
by meir skeletons who crowded outside the gates of Suakin, coming from Tokar, 
Sinkat, and even K.assala, I heard one of the older Khalifas long resident in th“ town 
make this comment: “Eor Goil’s sake give them a Government over there, or we shall 
have nothing but dust left in the Soudan, 'riiere will lie no men left.” This is the 
native view of the matter here, at 'I’okar, and elsewhere. The starving w.ant food, 
those with the means of living desire tmde. They see that the Dervish movement 
stopped trade; they look upon the famine as a visitation from heaven to punish them 
for having taken part in the rebellion, and will welcome any Government which will 
improve tlieir lot. 

The commercial community generallv would hail the occupation with satisfaction, 
and the ^lanaging Director of the SouA.an Tnuling Company has more than once 
intimated a wish that it should lie brought nlmut. The military authorities h.avc 
alw.ays <lcsire<l it. 

2. The facts which have contributed to form my own opinion arc given below. 

The value of Tokar is purely commercial. The i>oliticaI considerations arising out 

of its capacity for trade are alono worth entertaining. .\s a purely military jiosition 
it has no value, and the occupation must entail a certain expense later on for the 
erection of forts intended for its pixitection. The Tokar district is an oasis hetween 
the hills and the sea, the zone of its fertility being deiliiod by the extent of the tlouits 
which sweep dow'n the Khor Earaka after the rainfall. Tliorc have been no heavy 
rains in Aby.ssinia during the past two years, but should they fall, these Hoods from 
the Earaka will cover an area of 50 .square miles, and if this water were distrilmted 
by European skill a far greater area could be fertilized. We know that cotton grows 
successfully in the Tokar Plain. It was cultivated there long licforc the present 
Conijviny commenceil operations, and it is csscnti.ally the product best adaptcu to tho 
soil, which will also produce dhourra in large qunntitie.s, and Indian corn. 

3. I Hud by ndomuce to the Customs Department tliat, in 1883, 200,000 eantara 
of raw cotton were collected from the Tokar Helds. .\t that time tho farmers trusted 
their crops to Providence without .attempting to extend them by artificial irrigation. 
Tokar cotton is of superior quality to tliat of Lower Egypt, the staple being longer, 
and as the eultivation efTcctcil In 1883 can evidently lie increased greatly in future, I 
think wo may accept it a.s proved that from a commei-cial |K)int of view Tokar is 
sufficiently valuable to make its recovery by Egypt essential. 

4. I think that in two years’ time it shoulil repay the cost of occupation, always 
supposing that tho crops arc good. 

5. Tlie amount of dhourra grown in the district was, ten years ago, sufficient t« 
maintain a large local population, to supply the fowl of tho town of Suakin at a time 
when it contained 12,000 inhabitants, and to leave a large margin for cxiwrt. 

0. .'Vnotlicr serious consideration of great imi>orlane<* is the facility alTonled to tho 
Government of extending its inlliienee from Tokar southwards. 

.\t the pr\'sent moment the most iiiHuential Sheikhs of the lladcndowah trilH! and 
sub-tribes anr in Suakin, anxious for (mile and a r.'gular Goveriiinent. They and their 
Irilicsmen belong to the Earaka delta and valley, the whole way to and Inyond 
Kassala. They would welcome the return of tho l^gyptian Govornmenl to Tokar. 

'I’lio Khor Earaka is fhHxled early in August, and from flood-time, and through 
the winter months, crowds of Arabs from Kassala, Taka, and the Nile would eomo 
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down with their flocks and families, remaining until the summer heat began, culti¬ 
vating and pasturing their flocks. The Government will therefore, under these 
circumstances. And itself in close and constant touch with the people of those 
regions. 

Tlic occupation of Tokar is advisable ns soon as possible. It should on no account 
be deferred until the autumn. The season is already advanced, and six weeks hence 
the heat will be uncomfortable, but, as it would only he lu'ccssary to employ Egyptian 
troora, this should cause no anxiety. The oxi)Ctlition means a 15>mile march from 
Trinkitat to Tokai', probably without opposition. It should bo carried out now, while 
Osman Digna is absent, lie belongs to the Eastern Soudan, and that fact alone will 
tempt him to come back to Tokar or Suakin, bis former home, but if he hears that 
the Government is already flrmly established in Tokar, he will not, knowing what a 
revulsion of feeling there is in this country against him and the IMahdiist movement, 
venture to leave the Nile region. 

Osman personally never had nttachc<l followers. He was strong because feared 
on account of his cruelty, and this power was enhanced by tho presence and influence 
of Sheikh Tahir ^lagdoub at Tokar, who preached the crusade on behalf of the Mahdi. 
Tahir Mogdoub is dead, and the party of Osman reduced to a few natives of Suakin 
now at Tokar. Though Osman Digna’s influence is thus minimized, it is right to 
remember that he is alive, and may bo tempted to return, and on that accomit I 
would recommend an early advance to Tokai'. 

As reganls the attitude of the Italians, emissaries from Massowah have repeatedly 
caused annovance and alarm by oflering j)rotcction to the Aiahs. Their proceedings 
have been disallowed by tho Italian Government, but they have been repeateil, so that 
in spite of official assurances from Rome we cannot trust our ncighboui's. Tlie occu¬ 
pation of Tokar and IVinkitat will, I think, have this effect, that wc shall hear no 
more of visits paid by Italian gun-lwats to Agig and Trinkitat for the puqwso of 
negotiating with the natives. 

There is now no armed force in Tokar. As 1 have stated aliovc, there is a 
handful of Su.akinlis, connections or followers of 0.smau Digna, but they are of no 
imiwrtance. They will leave Tokar on the approach of Kgyptian troops, who, on tho 
other liniid, will l>c welcomed by the starving natives of the district. There are two 
or three small French bmss guns at Tokar, and nrobably a vorj* few rifles. 

The great problem to be solved is what will be tho attitude of Abou Gii^eh with 
his company of Baggaras, and whether negotiations should first Imj opened with him. 

My own opinion is that it would be pnideut not to inform him of tho proposed 
movement. I think it should not be done unless absolutely indisiiensable, wliich it is 
not. Although his attitude lately has not lieen unfriendly towartls the Government, 
it has not, I believe, been .so pronounced ns to justify the step. He has a force of between 
800 and 900 Baggaras, and has placed himself on friendly tenns with the son of Sheikh 
llnme<l Kantabai, of the llabab tribe, in whose country he now is. He is now a long 
day's march from Tokar, near the coast. 

The general imprt'ssion is that, if Tokar were once occupied, ho and other 
Dciwishes would at once yield, or else leave the Kastern Soudan. I think he will hold 
aloof for a time, and when ho secs the district settling down under good government, 
come in with his followers. I think that, duowHireey ohson'cd, Aliou Girgch need not 
have an inkling of the movement until tlic troops ai’c actually in Tokar. 

In prosw'uting inquiries ujion this question 1 have observed complete secrecy as 
to any movement in contemjilation. I should like this secrecy to be maintained, but 
it is evident that if the prcjiarations for the expedition are made in Suakin the 
boatmen plying lietween this and tho jwrts of Agig and Trinkitat will spread tho 
nows to Tokar, and probably to Abou Girgoh. 

It is only in tho event of its Ixiing possible to make these prenmations from any 
other point tlian Suakin that tho question of securing Abou Girgeh’s neutrality 
bixroraes important. To avoid the necessity of negotiating with him I think that it 
might lie advisable, though entailing greater exisnise, to him or buy camels required 
for transiKirt at Suez, and to send them with two batUilions of troops to Trinkitat 
dinx-t. Three battalions arc, I Iwlieve, considered ncc<*ssary for the expedition, two 
remaining at Suakin Thu thii-d battalion required for service would therefore go 
from here, but, lieforc leaving, it would Iw necessary to prohibit tho passage of lioats 
from Suakin to Agig and Trinkitat until tho occupation had been c.arried out. 

Of coui'se, intelligenee could ho taken down by land, but in that case also 
precautions could be taken. 

I’rcss telegrams should not bo sent from Suakin pending the operations. 
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My opinion ia that the reoccupation of Tokar will have tUc happy result of 
pacifying tuc whole of tbe Eastern Soudan. 

Before closing niv despatch I would say a few words as to the attitude of Ahmed 
hfahmoud at linndoub. lais man, with his following of between 200 and 300 men, is 
a perpetual source of annoyance to the Government here, and has caused loud 
complaints from the merchants on aatount of the blackmail levied by his people ui)on 
tlm caravans passing through Ilandouh. I dare .say that the rcoccupation of Tokar 
will not imme<liatcly affect liim. Tokar is a long way off from TIandouh, and he has 
so long l)ccn permitted to do as he pleases within sight of Suakin that I think special 
measures will have to he taken in his ease. Without the necessity of occupying 
Handouh, it would he well if he could be driven out of the place. Ilis brothers aiv in 
Suakin, in the pay of the Government. He should bo driven out, and they cstahlislied 
in his place. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) n. D. BARNHA^I. 


No. 7. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquh of Salisbury.—{Received April 7.) 

(No. 111. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, .March 28, 181)0. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 93 of the 20tli instant, respecting the ease 
of Abu Fatma, I have the lionour to inclose hcn;with, for your Ijortlship’s confidential 
information, copy of a letter fiom the General at Massowah to the Italian Consular .\gent 
at Suakin which has fallen into tho hands of Colonel llollcd Smith. In const'quence of 
tins information the man selected by the Italian Consular Agent to bring tho family 
of Abu Fatma from Tokar was discovered, and about the commencement of the 
month Colonel Smith sent the Egyptian steamer “ Ajemi ** to wait at a certain point 
on tho coast, having pi-evioitsly arranged with tho agent cmploye(l by the Italians to 
bring the family to that sjwt. Tlio family, numbering about thirty people, arrivcil in 
the steamer at Suakin on the 18th instant. 

The circumstances connected with .Vbu Fatma’s detention at ^fassowah were 
rciiortcd to your Lordship in my above-mentioned despatch, lie has now retired to 
Massowah, asthero was no other safe route by which he could come in to tho Governor. 
Colonel 1 lolled Smith considers it of much im|)ortancc that Abu Fatma should come 
to Suakin, where his services could bo greatly utilized. lie is a Tokar Sheikh, and 
quite outside the sphere of Italian influence. 

Tlie letter from the General at Massowah is written in a manner which tends to 
show that the local Italian authorities are not loyally carrying out the engagements 
which their Government have undertaken towants Her ilajcsty’s Government. Very 
serious exception might not unrea-sonably lie taken to it, but, in view of the circum¬ 
stances under which it has come to light, it will {lerhaps lie b^t to make no reference 
on the subject to the Italian Government. I forward it, therefore, merely in order 
that your Lordship may see tho manner in which the Italian authorities at Massowah 
interpret the instructions they receive from Rome. At the same time, I venture to 
suggest that tho Italian Government bo approachwl on the subject of Abu Fatma’s 
detention at ^lassowuh, and lie asked to allow the Sheikh to proceed to Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING, 


Inclosure in No. 7. 

General Orcro to Italian Consular Agent, Suakin, 

(Strictly Confidential.) Massowah, February 10,1890. 

WITH referem*e to my previous letter of the 18th ultimo, 1 inform you that Idris 
Wad Ibrahim Ham.nd and Ibrahim Wad ^lahmoud Sherif will ranch Suakin by tho 
“ Klicilivich” sU'amcr which will bring you this letter. They arc dispatched by Abu 
Fatma, Sheikh of: he Ashrafs, to collect the women and children liolonging to his 
family and bring them here. 

1 beg you to assist the above-mentioned men in their work, and, if necessary, you 
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arc authorized to freight a dho\r; or, if you can possibly get reduced fore on the 
“ Khedineh ’’ steamer, send the family of Abu Fatma to Massowah. 

It will be necessary that you show yourself as little as possible in this case, so that 
you may not arise [«ic] the suspicions of the Suakin Governor. 

Please inform mo, too, if there is m Suakin a certain Mahomed AVali (Armi) 
nadondowa, wlio has loft Tokar with twenty rifles, and on what tonus is he with the 
Qovenjor of Suakin. 


No. 8. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marguis of Salisbury.—(Received April 8, noon.) 

(No. H. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 8, 1890, 9'65 .\.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 31. 

Governor says statement that Maixiojwli sup^>licd arms to Dervishes is too ul)surd 
to uec<l contradiction. Consul also .says there is no foundation for this statement. 
But I gather from what he tells me privately that the Governor is rather too much 
in the hands of Marcopoli, and that it would Ix) advisable to make change. It will be 
very difllcult for me to arrange this, but I think I might manage it when Governor 
goes on leave in June. 

I trust the necessity of the Italians keeping within their omi territory will bo 
insisted on. 


No. 0. 

'ITie Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Raring. 

(No. 82.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 8,1890. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 95, Confidential, of the 22nd ultimo, and I 
ajiprovc your proposal to defer speaking to Riaz Pasha respecting the appointment of 
an additional European oflicial to the Boulak Museum, in eounection with the steps to 
^ taken for the better prc8cr\’ation of the ancient monuments of Egypt. 

I am, 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 10. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 10, 8 p.m.) 

(No. 15.) 

(Telcgrai)hic.) P. Cairo, April 10, 1890. 

f IIAVE had a conversation with the Senior Naval Ofllcer here, who considers 
that it would lie very desirable to allow the Suakin gun-hoat to take up its station at 
Suez for the summer. No objection to this course is olTcrcd by either General Dormer 
or the Sirdar, and I concur in this opinion. 


No. 11. 

The .Marquis of Salisbury to the Earl of Lylton. 

(No. 137.) 

Mv Lord, Foreign Office, April 10, 1890. 

* I HAVE received your Excellency's (h'spatch No. 138, Confidential, of the 
Isl instant, roiiorting a conversation you had held with the French Minister for 
Eondgn .Vlfairs respecting the Egyptian question. 

The language which you hctu lo -U. UilKit on the subjc<!t is apiirovwl by Her 
.Majesty’s Government. 

1 am, v^c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 12. 

Sir E. Barino to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Beceived April J4.) 

(No. 117.) f / 

My Lord, Cairo, April 1,1890. 

IN my despatch No. 87, Confidential, of the 15th ultimo, I mentioned to your 
Lordship that Sir Francis Grenfell was about to cause a strong rcconnaissaucc to be 
made south of "Wady Uolfa. I have now the honour to transmit copy of a telegram 
received by the Sirdar, stating the result of the reconnaissance in question, which 
proceeded as far as the village of Ginnis. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 12. 

Telegram from Frontier Officer to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

TELEGRAMS have been received from Colonel 'Wodchousc to the effect that the 
reconnaissance reached Firketon the 27th instant, where the advanced guard of cavalry 
surprised a Dennsh patrol of twenty-three camel-men coming from Dulgo, of whom 
five were captured and eight camels, the remainder dispersing to the hills. Tlic cavalry 
thou patrolled as far as the village of Ginnis, which was found deserted. The prisoners 
stated that the news of the advance of Government troops had reached Bongola, and 
that in consequence the advanced post of the Der^’ishes at Dulgo was Ijcing 
reinforced. The troops return to Tangorc on 28(h instant, and were expected to reach 
Ilalfa 31st. The country as far as Firket is stated to lie comnletoly devastated 
and deserted of inliabitants. Colonel Wodchousc has collected intelligence regarding 
the state of the Dongola Province which he will communicate later. 


No. 13. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 14.) 

g fo. 118.) 

y Lord. Cairo, April 2,1890. 

I ILVVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Report addressed by 
Sir Francis Grenfell to the Minister of War, giving the result of his annual inspection 
of the frontier province which, ns your Lordship is aware, is under the administration 
of the Jlilitary Commandant at Wady Haifa. I have drawn ilr. Palmers attention to 
the suggestions put forward by Sir F. Grenfell, and he will see that they receive due 
consideration from the Egyptian Ministrj*. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 13. 

Major-General Sir F. Grepfell to the Egyptian Minister of War. 

Head-Quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 
Excellency, March 20,1890. 

DURING the recent annual inspection of the troops on the frontier from which 
I have just returned, I also carefully considered the civil administration of tho frontier, 
concerning which I have made the following remarks :— 

Wodchousc Pasha has made a careful inspection of the districts of the frontier 
hloudirich, north of Assouan, and in this Rci>ort I have touched on the letters 
which have been brought to my notice by him, and ho entirely agrees with all 
my observations. 

On many points on wliich I required further information I i>ersonally interv’iewcd 
tho Sheikhs and inhabitants of the districts, and satisfied myself of the justice of 
complaints, &c. 

1761] D 
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In accordance with the provisions of the Khedivial Decree, dated tlie 1st January, 
1890, the military Mudirich now extends from the village of El Tiraah, some 22 miles 
nortlj of Edfou, to Sarras, some 32 miles south of Wady Ilalfa, a total distance of 3 tO 
miles, in which there are upwards of -100 towns or villages, and a population of 
upwards of 150,000. 

In this Report I propose to deal chiefly with the ncwlj' acquired districts north of 
Assouan, at the same time touching on the administration of the whole province 
in general. 

The principal towns and villages in the districts north of Assouan arc:— 

West Banx:—El Basalich-cl-Baharich, El Basalich-cl-Qublieh, El Saicedeb, 
El Kilhcl Gharh, Edfou, Ramadi, £1 Ilammam, Paris, Bimbam, Raghaba, El 
Comranieh. 

feist Bank:—El Sharawnah, El Ilcgz, El Kilh, El Rcdcsich, Silwa, Fatcemh, 
Eglcct, Dcrawi, Toaisa, Khanag, Akalbah>cl-Kobirch, Akaban<cl>Soghoirch, Abu 
Riche. 

The points which in my opinion require the special consideration of His Highness* 
Government are:— 

(a.) The land tax. 

i b.j Government lands, 

c.) Shoraki lands. 

d.) Irrigation, 

e.l The crops. 

/.I Wokfs administration. 

Q.) Legal administration. 

Sheep and tobacco tax. 
ft.) Sale of salt and nitre. 

{k.) jVrrcars of taxes. 

(/.) Public security. 

f i.) Relief of refugees and destitute Arabs. 

.1 Medical and sanitary administration. 

.) Now institutions. 

.) Horse and camel breeding. 

,) Government ofllcials. 

.) Feeling of the inhabitants. 

.1 Trade with the Soudan, and trade in general. 

) Occupation of Sarras and events in the Soudan. 

Some of the villages arc excessively poor, while others arc comparatively rich; 
some are greatly in arrears in jiaymcnt of taxes, while others have paid all that 
is due. 

Land Tax .—Amount the former, the following villages, all of which arc in the new 
district lately added to the frontier Mudirich, arc specially noticeable;—Fatccrah, Silwah, 
Bimbau, Kiihcl Sherkh. Elhcgz, part of Ramadi, Raehabah; and this appears to bo 
due, to some extent, to the incorrect assessment of the laud tax. 

The land tax has not been reassessed for twenty-four years; eonsequently, it may bo 
readily understood that owing to the many changes which have taken place during 
that time, the tax docs not now fall fairly on all land proprietors. I would sugaost 
that a reassessment of the land in this district bo made by a Commission composea of 
an ofDcial of the Ministr}' of Interior and two Omdehs or land owners of Lower 
Egypt. 

Another reason for this is the burden which the |)ossossion of Government lands 
imposes on certain villages. 

Ooctrnmenl Lands ,—In the ^Vssouan and Edfou districts there ore some 5,U50 
feddans of Government lands, mostly indifferent quality. These lands arc lot on a 
four years’ lease, but, in the event of their not being let, the Omdehs are made 
responsible for their rent. This leads to forcible subletting at reduced prices to tho 
felmhcen, and it is invariably the -ns'? that when a village iwsscsses large quantities 
of Government land it becomes proportionately poor. 

An example of what takes jilaoc is affonlwl by an examination of the village of 
Eateemh, tho inhabitants of which have submitted a Petition. This viliagc is incum¬ 
bered with 200 feddans of Government land taxed at the rate of P. T. 86 per feddan; 



tho grain yield per feddan docs not exceed half an ardob; consequently, the villagers 
arc continually becoming poorer, and must eventually migrate el^whcrc. Tin's 
matter requires the inunediate attention of tho Qovemment. 

I would also suggest that a most careful survey of Government lands bo made. 

In tho districts south of Assouan tho improved survey of Iwt year produced an 
increase of £ E. 1,790, or the value of 328 feddans, and a further sum of £ E. 1,139 in 
excess of the estimate was realized in 1889 by tho sale of Government lands. 

Sharaki Lands. —There are some 1,300 feddans of Sharaki lands in these districts, 
distributed as follows, and estimated for 1890:— 

Edfoa DUtrict— Fcddtni. 

Redinch .. .. ,, .. 400 

Sborwkna .. ,, ,, ,, 120 

Rnmadi .. ., ,. ,, ,. ., ,, 06 

Silwa .. .. .. ,, .. 3 

Total .. .. .. .. 589 

Assouan District— 

Dcrawi .. .. .. .. .. ., ., 500 

Bimban .. .. .. ,, 13 

Raghaba .. .. .. .. .. 105 

Katecrob .. .. .. ,, ,. .. .. 255 

1-^lit .. .. .. .. .. 110 

Mansooricb .. .. .. .. 128 

Toosifh .. .. .. ,, ,, 100 

Kobain .. .. ,, ,, ,, lOO 

Total .1.311 

The inhabitants of the village of Sharawnah petitioned the Mudir of Ecnch on 
this subject, but were informed that the lands could not be considered as Sharaki lands 
this year. 

it will .bo noted that the Enirch Sanich lias a largo amount of Sharaki land in 
El Rcdosich, and if they, witli their various appliances, llnd it impossible to irrigate 
portions of their land, it Is reasonable to assume that tho villagers must find it very 
much more difficult to do so. 

Wodehousc Pasha visited tho village, and is of opinion tlmt tho complaint is a 
fair one. It must be remembered that the banks hero are exceptionally high, and, in 
view of the fact that the Public Works DojKirtmcnt liavc not as yet licen able to 
consider the question of improving tho irri^tion of these districts, I think it would 
be only equitable tlmt an exiwrt from that Oe|>nrtmcnt should make an examination 
of tho land sumioscd to be Sharaki, with a view to coasidcring whether these districts 
have superior claims to districts further north, where irrigation has been improved by 
the construction of Government canals, <&c. 

Irrigation. —As regards the districts south of Assouan, I represented in my 
last Ecimrt the necessity of improving the irrigation of tlio frontier Mudirieb. 
Mr. Willcocks has ably rejiorted upon the irrigation of this province, llis liciiort 
No. 29, dated tho 22nd January, 1890, deals with all the }>oint8 in question, and it is 
earnestly hoped that immediate effect will bo given to the various suggestions ho 
makes. 

Tliopoints which ore of the most pressing imi>ortanco are:— 

1. The proposed alterations in the Dcbcrra Canal. 

2. The construction of a now canal at Dakkoh. 

3. Repair of tho various stone spurs built to reduce tho force of the nigh Nile, 
and prevent inundation and destniction of proMrty between Assouan and Ilalfu, and 
C3i)ccially the repair of thasc in the vicinity of tlic town of Assouan. 

Crops and Harvest Prospects. —^Thc prospects of the Imrley and date crops this year 
are very good. Tlio dates grown arc ample for the consumption, and allow of a 
considcrame export trade. 

Wolff's Administration. —^'I’lic Elcmahs at .^Vssouan informed me that the rents 
received from tho Wakfs property (mostly shops) is insufficient for tho maintcnaiuH) 
of tho mosques. I would suggest that an official ftx>m the Wakfs Administration bo 
stmt from Cairo to inquire into the cause of complaint. Tho Ulemahs state that tho 
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furniture is in bad condition, and that the general maintenance of the mosques 
requirce attention. 

A special grant was recently made for the construction of mosques at Ilalfa and 
Deberossa, both of which have now been completed. 

Legal jidministralion. —The present jtidicial system appears to work well; the 
statistics show that out of 678 eases which had been left unheard 0-t? have now been 
settled, leaving only .31 cases to be referred to the Higher Courts of Justice. 

There were twonty-cight prisoners only in the civil prisons. The Governor of 
the frontier Ims been granted lowers of imprisonment up to thirty days. This I 
consider should be ratified by a Elicdivial Decree. 

The removal of the Mehokemah Sharich from Esuch to Assouan, for which 
application was made on the 28th December, 1889, will greatly assist the Governor in 
hts legal functions. 

A few eases of delay and irregularity in legal procedure were brought to my 
notice in the northern districts, but when these districts have become thoroughly 
anmlgamatcd with the frontier ^tudirich, I am of opinion that the causes of complaint 
will be easily removed. 

S/ieep and Toharco Tax. —In 1888 the number of sheep on the frontier was stated 
to bo 3,725, and the tax 1*. T. per head. In 1889 the actual number of sheep was 
counted, and found to Ix) 12,916. 'llm Government sanctioned the reduction of the 
tax to 1*. T. 2, and the revenue has increased by £ H. 130. This reduct ion was grantctl 
for 1889 only, but in Anew of the good result obtained, I am of opinion that this 
reduction should be continued. 

The system of registering sheep in the northern districts is somewhat irregular, 
as it has been the habit to insist on the numbers of sheep in the various sub-districts 
being practically the same year after year, whereas very large changes must have 
taken place. Tho sheep in one district may l)c largely in excess, and in another 
district they may have largely decreased from former years. Arrangements are now 
1)cing made*to form a correct registration of the sheep in the northern districts, and 
if tho reduction be made applicable to these districts, I feel confident that the numbers 
actually existing will be more correctly reported than heretofore. 

In Upper Egypt the price of a sheep is P. T. 20, while in Lower Egypt it varies 
from P. T. 50 to P. T. 100. 

In my last Report, I called attention to the good results obtained by tho tobacco 
cultivation, and that in spite of the heavy tax of £ E. 30 per feddan, tho consumption 
of home-grown tolacco was increasing and tho price was higher, natives preferring 
their om» to imp-.rted tobacco. 

Tho new regulation limiting the cultivation of tobacco is unpopular in the 
Mudirich. 

I am aware that the tobacco regulations involve a large question, and, therefore, 
iu making a statement of existing facts, I wish it to l»e understood that I do 
not consider it desirable to alter the present regulations if a decrease of Govomraont 
revenue would result therefrom: I merely represent this matter as an oximncnt of tho 
Petitions of tlic inhabitants, of which I have received a large number on tho subject 

Incliuivc of the Edfou district, there were formerly iu tho frontier ^Mudirich some 
40 fc<ldans of tolwcco under cultivation- By the new regulations tho number is 
reduced to 9 feddaus, and this very large reduction is much rcscntc<l, and 1 hope that the 
Government may, without projuuicing its interests, consider some means of permitting 
a larger cultivation of this commodity, having in view the fact that there are 
certain s|)ccial considerations applicable to this Mudirich which are not so elsewhere. 

Boai Tax. —^The revenue obtained on the boat tax has incrcascxl £ E. 80. 

Sale of Salt and Nitre. —Certain changes have Iwen made in the system of selling 
salt (only those purchase who actually require it), the result liciug that the salt 
revenue has Ijcon increased by £ E. 273. 

A considerable stock of nitre was also lying in tho Government stores at Assouan 
fbr some years. A portion of this has been sold, and realized £ E. 401. 

Arrears of Taxes. —In the districts south of Assouan and imduding that town, 
the revenue this yciur has increased £ E. 4,797, while tho arrears of taxes are practi¬ 
cally nil. 
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On the 2-ltli Janiiarv, 1890, they amounted to £ E. 405, and it is probable that 
this sum has now been collected. 

In the districts recently acquired north of Assouan the arrears amounted to 
£ £.0,543, of which £ E. 3,755 arc arrears of 1888 and £ E. 2,807 arrears of 1889. 
These arrears arc no doubt duo to the facts mentioned under the headings of “ I^nd 
Tax, Government Lands, and Sliarahi Lands,” and if the suggestion mentioned could 
bo carried out, I feel coniident that these arrears would soon he adjusted. 

On the other hand, everj’ effort will be made this year to collect these outstanding 
taxes. 

At a public meeting at E<lfou of the Sheikhs and Notables of these districts, 1 
informed them that while bringing their complaints to the notice of Ills llighnc-ss’ 
Government, I must impress upon them the necessity of umkiug every effort to pay 
the arrears. 

Public Security. —The substitution of military for civil police in the frontier 
iludirich has resulted in an economy of expenditure, and crime has decreased. 

A similar system will Imj at once introductMl into the northern districts; in the 
meantime, the civil jwlice have been temporarily replaced by small detachments of 
troops. Up till quite recently, upwaids of 1,100 Gaffirs were employed in the ncwly- 
aequircil districts. This numiK’r was found to be largely in excess of the actual 
requirements, and has, consequently, been considerably reduced. 

It should also bo noted that a large numlier of the Anibs, for whom Bishir Boy 
and other Chiefs arc lesponsibh*, live in these districts, and as they receive pay from 
Government, they are in some sense considered by the villagers as their protectors. 
This fact is an additional reason for reducing the numlicr of Gaffirs. 

Relief of Rcfuijees and destitute Arabs, —Upwards of 23,000 refugees from various 
parts of the Soudan have arrived on the frontier during 1889. Some of these have 
found their way uorth, mostly men, leaving their women and children behind them, 
but the great majority of them are still on the frontier. These people were starving, 
and it liecame absolutely necessary to organise relief works. 

With this object in view a Settlement was formed at Doberrah, 20 miles north of 
llalfa, whore 600 feilduns of Government land were jiortioncd out to refugees, wells 
dug, and cultivation started. 

I earcfullv inspected this Settlement, which shows considerable prosjK'rity. The 
crops a«! fairly good, but moro irrigation is needed, and it is very ncccssaiy that the 
improvement suggested by Mr. AVilUwcks should lie at once begun. 

There are some hundreds of refugees at Deberussa, mostly old men, women, and 
children, who arc entirely dependent on the Government for supjrart. 

In addition to tlH*sc refugees, upwards of 1,600 Bisluirecn Arabs have arrived on 
the frontier, having Ijcen driven in by famine ami want of water in the desert. These 
unfortunate people are entiredy destitute; a camp of 1,200 souls has been forme<l at 
Assouan, and there are some 300 others distributed between /Vssouan and Korosko. 
Last Octolicr a sum of £ E. 300 was granted for their relief, and when 8mall-i>ox broke 
out amongst them a further grant of £ E. 250 was made for the establishment of a 
small-pox hospital. This disease is still rife amongst them, 200 deaths having 
occurred within two months, and further steps must I )0 taken to prevent its spreading. 

In view of the above, I have 1)cen obliged to ask Governnumt to issue £ E. 100 
per month for general relief. This amount has liecn generously accorded for three 
months, and I have been requested to consider the matter very carefully' with a riow 
to obviating further ex|)enditurc. I regn*t to say tliat my oliscrvations lead to no 
satisfactory conclusion, and 1 foresee the necessity of continuing to grant this relief for 
some time to come. 

Tho further development of the DclR>rrah Settlement will assist in some mc.asure 
to alleviate the distress. 

Tho whole of this question colls for the serious attention of Government. 

Medical and Sanitary Administration. —Tho addition of tho Edfou districts to tho 
frontier Mudirich has largely increased the resjKmsibilitics, and medical arrangements 
for a largo population have to be providctl for. 

Medical and Sanitary Arrangements. —At present tho nuralier of employes on tho 
frontier Mudirich is seven, while the average numlH)r in other Mudirich is twenty* 
[701] E 






14 


four, at a cost of £ E. 1,260 per annum, exclusive of food, drugs, instruments, and 
clothing. 

It is suggested that a new civil hospital, probable cost about £ E. 250, bo 
established at Edfou or Assouan, a smaller hospital l)cing established at M’hichever ono 
of these towns the larger hospital is not. It is also very nccc.ssary to establish a 
tem]M)rary small-pox hospital at Assouan. 

'ilicre is no civil hospital in the neighbourhood of Haifa. The population of 
Debenissa is rapidly increasing, and steps should bo taken to jwovido increased 
accommodation for the patients.. They arc at present admitted to the miiitai^ 
hospital at Haifa, where the accommodation is quite inadequate. 

The medical arrangements should be pul on a sound footing at once, and for 
which purpose a grant of .£ E. will bo required, and I earnestly call (he attention 
of Government to this point. 

iVw Institutions ,—Last year the Ministry of I’ublic Instruction generously voted 
a sum of £ E. 100 for the huilding of a school. This sum Avas augmented by private 
subscrijitions, and now an excellent school has liccn established and an efficient system 
of instruction inaugurated. This ha.s supplied a much felt want in Assouan, and is 
very popular with all classes. 

Mlien money is available, I Avould recommend a school licing established at 
Edfou. 

At a cost of £ E. COO a good ciiil prison lias been erected at Assouan, capable of 
holding 150 prisoners. 

A further grant of £ E. 250 has lieeii requested, which will increase the accom¬ 
modation to 250, and will thou serve as an OA'orflow prison for other Mudirichs of 
Upper Egypt. 

The increase in personnel would amount to £ £. 21 700 ni. per mensem. 

The prison at Shcllal has been evacuated, and handed over to the Austrian 
Mission. 

Considerable imiirovcmonts have been etfected in the town of Assouan. Many 
old buildings have been demolished, and new building.s arc in course of erection. 

.\ pharmacy, printing room, aud archives office have been added to the Govern- 
nieiit buildings. 

The public offices at Edfou are in a discreditable and unsanitary condition, and a 
sum of £ E. 150 is required to put them into a state of repair. This ivork should ho 
undertaken without delay. 

Horse and Camel Breediny .—There arc a large number of hoKcs of fair breed in 
many of the villages north of Assouan. The iiicii ride well, and are preud of their 
horsemanship. This spirit aud source of wealth should be encouraged, and a well-bred 
Arab stallion to stand at Edfou would lead to au improvement in the breed. 

It might be eventually possible to piuxihase remoimts for army and police services 
from these districts. 

The camels in these districts are very numerous, and of a good stamp. 

Officials .—The long and straggling jiosition of this Mudirieh aud the distances 
between towns and villages led to a want of supervision from the head-quarters of tho 
Mudirieh, and, consequently, tho various officials Ix'carac somewhat iudcp«}ndcnt aud 
apt to exercise undue authority over tho villagers. 

Under the military IkLudirich the increased supervision has led the ^ludirich 
officials to exert themselves considerably in the execution of their duties, with a most 
markc<l improvement in tho whole official system. 

There is still some improvement required in tho northern districts, and I consider 
that tho infusion of fresh bloo<l amongst tho officials is very desirable. This can Iw 
partially arranged in the frontier Mudirieh, and Wodehousc I’asha will shortly submit 
a list of the proposed changc.s. 

I would h^^rc note that when the Esneh Mudirieh was aholi8he<l in 1888 tho 
Edfou and Assouan districts wore transferred to the Koneh Mudirieh, and fourteen 
mnployds at a salary of £ E. 780 per anuum wcr(f transferred to the head-quarters of 
the Mudirieh at Kench to carry o»* »'>•••.»<; iu connection with these districts. 1 would 
suggest that some of these employes be now transferred to the frontier Mudiricli 
to which these districts are now attached, and for whom there is ample work. 

I would suggest that tho tax collectors he transferred within tho Mudirieh, ns it 
Is considcrerl that a system of frequent change amongst these officials is conducive to 
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the speedier collection of revenue, and I hope the Governor of the frontier may be 
permitted to iisc his discretion in this matter. 

The present leave Regulations for Qovomraent employes should he amended. 

An official of the frontier ifudirieh is granted the same amount of leave as an 
official in Lower Kgypt, hut as, in the majority of cases, his homo is in Lower Egypt, 
perhaps a third of his leave is siKsnt in travelling to and from his liomc. 

I would therefore suggest that the leave Rules, which aj)ply to the military 
officials of this Mudirieh, be also made applicable to the civil officials, 

I think it would also Imj reasonable to allow the civil officials to travel at the same 
rate ns the military officials, viz., at quarter rates, 

I feel sure that these special indulgences would result in increased efficiency. 

Feeling of the Inhabitants. —During the late operations against Wad-cl-Ncjmni, I 
had occasion to report a want of loyalty amongst the inhabitants of the districts north 
of Assouan, notably Bimljau. 

It was not possible to obtain pi-oof of direct complicity at the time, but I have 
little doubt that communications with the enemy did exist. A large number of the 
inhabitants of those districts were formerly Soudan merchants, who quitted the 
Soudan on its abandonment, but whoso interests are still centred in that country. 

The fact, therefore, that these districts now form part of the military Mudirieli 
will go far towards preventing a rceurroncc of last ymr’s events, and I feci sure that 
if efforts are made to i>nprovc their condition by an eciuitablo adjustment of the land 
tax, Government lands, &c., a spirit of loyalty will be engendered amongst these 
inhabitants, which, when occasion arises, would j)i‘ovc a .source of strength to the 
Government. 

In the meeting hold at As.souan, the Sheikhs expi'e.sscd the delight of the 
inhabitants at being i-elicvcd of the burden of the corv(5o. As thcix; m*© no contacts 
in this Mudirieh, tlio Government employs the Sheikhs as *' .Mukkudmecn" of twenty- 
five or thirty men, payments are made weekly, and the inhabitants seem (juito 
contented with tlu; .system. 

Trade with the Soudan. —At the suggestion of Sir Evelyn Baring, and with tho 
approval of llis Highness’ Government, a restricted trade has been opened with the 
Soudan. 

It is as yet premature to judge of the effects of this iiolicy, with which, in a 
military point of view, I could not concur; but having in \iew the weakened state of 
the Dervish forces, and their withdrawal to a eonsidemblc distance from the frontier, 
I do not think it probable that the opouing of tiade is at present a factor of much 
importance to cither side. But in the event of any decided advance on tho iMirt of tho 
Dervishes, I consider it would be imperative to stop all tiwle with the Soudan. 

This measure is undoubtedly popular with the .Vssouan mcrohants, though 1 
elicited from them the fact that they are obliged to sell their goods to the Dervishes 
.nt an exceedingly low price, and to purchase old gum from them at exceptionally high 
prices. 

Tho few caravans which have roturned report having realized a small profit, but 
merchants arc disapjiointcd with the general result. 

Tho store of old gum at Abu Ilamcd will shortly bo exhausted, and as fresh gum 
has not been picked, it is not known what goods the Dervishes will offer in c-xchaugc. 

When the larger caravans roturn the Govornmeut will be in a better jxisition to 
form an oninioii on tho matter. 

^Merchants express themselves quite .satisfied with the trade in general. 

Occupation of Sarras and Events in the Soudan. —After the defeat of the Dervishes 
at Taski, it was considered advisable to reoccujiy Sarras. 

The advisability of continuing to hold this position, which is a bad one for defence, 
has been questioned, and I have suggested a compromise which, in view of tlio reported 
condition of affaira in the Boiidan, appears to mo to meet tho requirements of tho 
situation. 

Up till quite recently tho Dervish advanced post was at Siiarda, some 119 miles 
south of llalfa. They liave now cvaciuited this position, and retired further south. 
I attribute their withdrawal:— 

(rt.) To tho idea that they aiilicipalc an advance into tho Soudan on tho i>art of 
tho Government. 

{b.) Difficulty in obtaining supplies. 
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The occupatioc of Sarros by troops lias no doubt led tbem to the first conclusion. 

As r^ar& the second, it must be remembered that the entire country between 
Abu Patmeh and Sarros was almost completely devastated, and denuded of inhabitants 
by Wad-el-Ncjumi in his march northwards: there is no cultiration, and there are no 
cultivators. 

I am therefore of opinion that it would be inadvisable to withdraw from the 
advanced position at Sarras, which, however, I would propose to hold with a small 
detachment of mounted troops only, while the main iKMly would be removed to a 
p<»ition some 4 miles north of Sarros where the ground is more open, and the general 
military jiosition better. 

The railway now extends to 22 miles beyond Haifa, and will be completed up to 
the proposed new comp. 

In reviewing the general condition of the frontier, I consider that the Civil 
Administration lias been much improved; there is a general feeling of security 
amongst the inhabitants, who have realized that their interests will lie camfully 
considered by the Government. 

I have expressed to Wodchouse Pasha my entire satisfaetion with the orrauM- 
ments he has made, and I have much pleasure in bringing the good services of this 
officer to the notice of His Highness’ Government. 

In the perfonuance of his civil functions he has been most ably seconded by 
!Hnhir Bev, the Sub-Governor, and I cannot speak too highly of the excellent work 
performed by this hard-working and intelligent officer: his activity, zeal, and straight¬ 
forward conduct liave, in a large measure, contributed to the present satisfactory state 
of the province and the well-being of the inhabitants. 

(Signed) F. W. GllENFBLL, Major-General, 

Sirdar. 


No. 1-4. 

The Marquui of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring, 

(No. 01.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1890. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. Ill, Very Conlidcntid, of the 28th ultimo, 
respecting the detention at Mossowoli of Abu Fatma, an Ashraf Sheikh of Tokai*. 

As regards your suggestion that the Italian Government should be nsk<^ that 
Abu Fatma be allowed to jirococd to Suakin, I think it would be better to wait until 
we are in a ]>osition to moke some definite communication to that Government 
respecting the representations which they made relative to Marcojioli Bey. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) S-VLISBURY. 


No. 15. 


Sir E. Daring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 21.) 


(No. 12G.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 9,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your LoKlship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Barnliam on the subject of the Suakin Famino Ilolief 

Fund. , , , , 

I have informed Mr. Barnliam that, as soon as the present sum of 500/. has been 
exhausted, application should, if necessary, be made by the Governor for a further 
continuation. , 

The Egyptian Government will without doubt grant whatever further sums may 
bo required. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) E. B. 1 VJIINO. 
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Inolosuie in No. 15< 

Contul Barnham to Sir E, Baring. 


Sir, Suttkin, March 31, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on receipt of your telegram 
of the 21st instant, communicating an offer of assistance from the Aborigines Protection 
Society to the Suakin Famine Relief Committee, I laid the message before the Com¬ 
mittee. and it wm agreed that as measures of relief must he continuc<l for neatly eight' 
months from tliis date, wo should require a further contribution over and above that 
voted by the E^ptian Government and that collected locally of 500/., as stated in my 
telcgrapliic reply of the 22nd instant. 

"Wnile thaiiKing the Society bcfoieliand for their kind offer, we trust that they mil 
be able to aid our efforts by contributing this sum. 

Relief works were started this afternoon, when 200 men and boys were told off for 
light road work suited to their strength, and were remunerated by a double ration 
01 bread. The total numl)cr of those receiving out-door relief is not so large as it was 
a month ago, although many adult strangers have come in. The fact is that some 
imdesenring cases have been eliminated from the number of those who at first received 
out-door relief, and the most distressing cases have been removed into the hospital, 
which has gradually increased in usefulness, until we now have 200 ])aticnts receiving 
medical aid. They suffer from exhaustiou, or from fever and dysentery. Deaths are 
still very frequent. 

The object we have in view is to bring into hospital those who are physically unable 
to work, and feed them until they are able to do so. There are, however, a very large 
numlx'r of children too small to do any kind of work. 

Should the Aborigines Protection Society afford us the assistanco now asked for, I 
would be happy to furnish them with a detailed Report upon our work and the manner 
in which their charity will have been expended. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) U. D. BARNHAM. 


No. 16. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 127.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 11, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a dosjiatch I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Suakin on the subject of the Dervish force in and near Tokor 
and the present attitude of Abu Girgch. Mr. Barnham inclosed in his despatch a 
sketch Map showing the limits of the Bcni-Amcr and llaliab territory. In view of 
the possibility of the Italians claiming to exercise a Protectorate over these tribes, 
their exact situation liccomcs a matter of considerable importance. I therefore asked 
Sir Francis Grenfell to supply mo with a ^Inp showing the approximate boundaries of 
tho tribes between the Red Sea and the Nile, which 1 have tho honour to forward to 
your Lordship herewith. I should observe that it is very difficult to arrive at an 
approximate boundary, and that, con.sequently, tho inclosc<l Map is by no moans 
authorihitive, though U may bo considered sufficiently correct for gouorol purposes. 

I liavc, further, the honour to inclose some extracts from the official diary kept 
by the Intelligence Department at Suakin which throw light upon tho present position 
of affairs in tho Eastern Soudan. 

Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Burnham in his despatch states tliat he has 
no information on tho subject of the reported attack on tho Hababs by Abu Gir^h. 
I may mention, however, that tho truth of this loiiort has since lioeu conflrmeu by 
telegraph, 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


w 
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Inclosuro 1 iu No. 10. 
Consul Barnham to Sir E. Baring. 


Sir, Suakin, March 31, 1890. 

I HAVE been favoured with a j)orusal of flu> notes nuido by tlic Commander of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Landrail ” during a recent cruize to Trinkitat, Agig, and tho 
northern ports. With his permission, I will (piotc such extracts as .appear to mo 
to bo of special interest and imiiortaneo with reganl to tho Don-ish foi-ce in and near 
Tokar. 

During tho past month an armed dhow h.as lietm stationed in tho jiort of Trinkitat 
to prevent the entry of contraband. Ais Agha, tho caiitain of this dhow, reports that 
there are now in Trinkitat fifteen Dervishes in ]S[ah(iii8t uniform, armed with rifles 
and swords, holding instructions from Mugdoub, now in command of tho Dervish force 
in Tokar, to prevent hy force the erection of a fort at Trinkitat. This Magdoub 
is a cousin of the religious le.ader, Sheikh Tahir Magdoub, who died about seven 
weeks ago. 

No statement is made as to the actual force in Tokar, but the following incident 
throws some light uixm it. Early in the month three messengers, bearing lottcr-s from 
Osman Digna at Knssalu to Magdoub at Tokar, were stopiicd and rabbeil by a band of 
Tcmclab Arabs, and to punish these jicoplc ilagdoub is said to have sent out a force of 
15 horae and 100 infantry. 

V, hilc the “ Ljmdrail" w,as at Agig two deserters fivnn Abu Giigeh's force came 
in, namcil Farag and Jerba. They ro^Mirted that it consisted of oOO Soudanese and 
nearly 2,000 Arabs, mostly from tlic Nile; that they have SOO rifles and twelve small 
guns made of iron; that they have fifty cases of ammunition, and all the riflemen 
have a licit of cartridges, taken from the Egyjitians at various place's in the Soudan. 
"Wv may, 1 daresay, allow for some exaggeration in these statements, but it is evident 
that .\bu Girgeh’s force is more numerous and better equipped than our information 
last week Iwl us to licliove. It is further stated tliat he has an armourer in the force 
Avho makes jiowdi'r, dcscrihed as Ijcing of very bad quality, lie was dcscrtcit by certain 
of his men because they were not paid and had insuHicient fooil. IVhen they had 
cumplaine<l, Abu Girgeh had threatened death as mutineers. Thev reported that 
there was widespread discontent among Abu Girgeh’s follower, and that the Nile 
men es|)ccialty were loud in their murmurs, regretting that they had quitted their 
Nile homes, where there was abundance of water and food. 

They thought that lai-go numbers of the force would desert. Abu Girgeh’s 
attitude towards young llamcd Kantabai was uncertain, but Farag thought he might 
persimdo him to join hands in an attack upon Massowuh. 

I now give the statement of Idris, a Uabab, taken at Agig by Commander of 
“ Landrail.” It will lie rcmcmlienHl that some two months ago Sheikh llamed 
Kantdbai, of the Ilababs, being at the time in Jlassowah with 250 follower, was dis¬ 
covered by the Italian authorities to have ojicned a treasonable ralation with lias 
Alula, aiul was condemned to be shot. M'c now know he was sent to Italy, and tho 
Italians appear to have acknowledged his son as his successor. TIis 250 men arc kept 
at Massowah. 

Idris reports that since the news of the arrest of Sheikh IIamc<l Kantdbal 
became known, thero had Iwcn constant rivalry lictwccn young llamcd and his uncle, 
tho dejiortoil Sheikh, aifuirs reaching such a jklss that the iKiy tried to shoot his uncle. 
This state of things hud recently been remedial thraugh the intervention of tho 
religious Chiefs of tho tribe, who |>ersuade<t the uncle to recognize his nephew, until 
the fate of tho father were known. Very probably this famirv quarrel first induced 
Ahu Girgeh to outer tho Uabab country. 

We learn from Idris that ho exacts tribute from the llub.abs, and Idris, when 
asked how it was that they, a numerous and powerful trilic, should submit to this, 
rc|)Iied to tho effect tlial they were a peaceful race, and preferred a quiet life. 

It certainly is very strange, for by all accounts they arc magnificent men. 

Ais, tho dhow captain, reported that Abu Girgeh was statwl to have raided tho 
Ad-Uassari tribe, carrj'ing off 2,900 sheep, but this rcccivc<l no confirmation from tho 
other informants. 

At this veiy moment 1 have received your cypher telegram, informing mo that tho 
Italian Government had brought it to the notice of the Foreign Ofllco, that Abu 
Girgeh had raided into the Ilalmh country, and that the Ilabahs had rctreaUHl toward-s 
tho River Lcbka. Your Excellency asks mo for further information, instructing me to 
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state the northeni limits of the Ilahab tribe, and whether these people hare ever been 
acknowledged as under Italian protection. We have no information that Abu Girgeh 
boa attacked the llalwibs, and if the raid referred to bo that just mentioned against the 
“ Ad-llassari," it was not directed against Hababs. I find that this tribe is properly 
styled the Wad-Uaser, a sub-division of the Nabtab-Moosidnab bmnch of the 13oni- 
Amers. Our latest information ns to Abu Girgeh is that he has left l^latat, tliat he 
is proceeding south, but his actual whereabouts are not known. 

The northern limit of the Ilabab territory is correctly given on the Heuglen- 
Vieweg Map. Roughly sj^king, it extends as for north ns Rarat, Taclai. I inelosc a 
sketch Map showing the limits, both of the Beni-Amer and Ilalrab territory. I have 
marked the position occupied by this sub-tribe of the Beni-Amers, to whom, on 
reflection, I (eel sure that reference is made in your telegram. It is easy to understand 
that the Italians do not make a proper distinction between Beni-Amer and Ilabab. 
Both have supplied them with irre^ar troops and are subsidized by them, but over 
neither of them has Italy's right of protection been acknowledged. 

The present communication from (ho Italian Government to the Foreign Oflico is 
the lirst step which I Ijelicvc the Italians have taken towards obtaining an official 
recognition of their Protectorate over the llnbal)8. 

I have on the accompanying Map shown the northern limit of the Ilabab country 
at Khor Kamt. West and north-west of it stretches the Beni-.Amer countrj', which is in 
turn bounded on the west by the Khor Baraka, and extends to Knssala! Tliis town 
belongs to no tril)c, being built on a neutral point—the Iladendowas being to the north 
and the Beni-Amers to the cast and north-east. In dellning the inland part of the 
llr.lKib Beni-Amer Iwundary, we should notice a certain pass across the main chain of 
mountains by which the greater part of the Beni-Amers, or, at any mte, a laigc portion 
of them, travel every year from their winter grazing gi-ounds on the coast to their 
summer grazing grounds iu the hills. It lies near the Nafka plateau. 

I must apologise to your Excellency for this digression from the original purpose 
of my despatch, which should refer directly to Abu Girg<d> and his attitude towards 
all parties. 

I would add one word more as to his war material. From information given by 
the deserters Faradj and Jerblm, licforo mentioned, it appears that quite recently, 
while Abu Giigch was at 'faclai, arms and ammunition were landed there from the 
Djctldah coast, given in exchange for slaves. The arms had been landed, when a 
man-of-war (supposed to have betm Iler Majesty’s ship “ landrail ” on her earlier 
cruize six weeks ago) hove in sight, and Aim Girgeh gave onlcrs that no one was to 
go to sleep so long as the vessel remained in sight. 

The impression of these two men was that Abu Girgeh’s expedition was not 
hostile to the Ilahabs. If it be correct that Abu Girgeh raided the Ilababs, and 
forced (hem to retreat towards the Lebka River, it means that he has suceeeded in 
overcoming a powerful and numerous race with a relatively small and, as we have 
seen, disafTccted force under his command. I cannot readily lielicvc (his. Ho is a 
frccliootor pure and simple, not the man to so easily drive tlw^ mass of the Ilabab race 
before him. lie appears from many .accounts to bo acting in opposition to orders 
received from the Nile. 

Osman Digna, who is now at Kassala, is said to have written to him urging him 
to abstain from looting and to encourage trade. 

Digna is rcjiortcd to have taken several steps indicative of a desire for peace. 
Wo hear (hat on his arrival at K.n.ssala he sent for ^rohnmmcd Moussa, the oldest of 
the descendants of Moussa, Sheikh of Sheikhs of the Iladendowas, and has installed 
him at Kassala as Chief of the lindendowa tribes. 

I feel sure that wo shall hear more aliout .\bu Girgidi’s movements licforo long, 
and I will not fail to keep your Excellency informed. 

I have, <S:e. 

(Signed) U. D. BARNn.UI. 
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Incloaure 2 m 16. 

Extract from Major Prinup'a Official Diary, 

Suakin, March , 1890. 

OSMAN DIGNA is at Kassala. Food is vcrv scarce there, and he is sending on 
tho woi^n and children to Tokar, but he will probably remain liimscll at Kassala for 
some timo yet. 

Reporters describe the state of Kassala as being terrible. Cannibalism is common, 
'rhero is no dhurra there, though a little comes from Tokar. Rice fetches from 
65 dollars a 1>ag. 

There are no Dervishes left at Kassala. Not more than 100 men. Osman has 
400 men witl> him. 

The messenger KliaUl who arrived at Omdurinan, saying he had a letter from the 
Khedive of Egypt to the Khalifa, ivas kept outside Omdurinan on his arrival. The 
number of Dervishes was small, and the Khalifa would not let him enter the to\vn 
until he had eollccte<l a more imposing force. 

Arabs from Tokar report that the number of Den'ishes there is very small 
(sometimes rc^iortcd as low as fifty). Almost all the men left behind by Abu Girgeh 
have gone to join him. 

The Governor-General interviewed the Hadendowa Sheikhs now in the to^vn. 
They stated that they wished to know if the Berber road is held by the Government or 
the Dervishes. The latter are now taking the tithes, and this being the ease, the 
Eladcndowa propose doing the samu in their res])cetivc countries. Thev also asked 
the Governor-General if the Government would have any objection to their ofTering 
their services to the Italians. Tlic Arabs are now destitute, and if the Government 
cannot help them, they pro})oso to seek assistance from the Italian Government. 

Ahmed Mahmoud has established a fresh line of pickets, from Ilashiu to the sea, 
north of Suakin. lie has about 500 .\mamr, who live on the tithes they collect. lie 
professes the most fervent Mahdiism. lie declares tliat the Government will never do 
anything against him, and that, if they did, he would get the whole of the Amarar to 
join him a^nst the Government, and could easily take Suakin if ho chose. On 
hearing of tno disarming of the three pickets by the Khyala Orban ho said that meant 
nothing, as they were aU of the same tribes and would not fight one another. There 
has been a rcMrt for some time at nandouh that troops are to Iks sent from Cairo to 
open the Souuan both from the Nile and from Suakin. Ahmed .says he has heartl tliis 
also from the Khalifa, whose orders are that, should any advance take place, all outjposts 
must retire on Omdurman, and ho has it on the word of the Khalifa that all the 
Government tre ips will perish on the road, and cannot possibly reach Omdurman. 
Ahmed has paid 151 dollars to Magdoub Abu Bakr for the tithes collected at 
llaudoub. 

Ahmed EiTeudi adds that from what he lias seen, ho believes that Ahmed Mahmoud 
believes himself secui-e, and tluit the Government is not likely to interfere with him at 
llaudoub; he is, therefore, doing his utmost to gain inilucncc over the Arabs whom 
ho holies to oblige to acknowledge as their head. 

(Signed) R. BlllNSEP, Bimbaahi. 


No. 17. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 21.) 

(No. 128.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 12, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies 
of two telegrams which have been received by General Grenfell respecting the move¬ 
ments of the Dervishes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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luclosuro 1 in No. 17. 

Colonel Wodehoute to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Tclegmpliic.) 

ON news of EgTOtian reconnaissance reaching Dongola the Emir Joumis 
rcinforccfl Dulgo with thirty cavalrj’, hut at the same time sent liis own family away 
from Dongola to the soutli, fearing an advance of Government troops. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 17. 

Officer commandinfj at Suakin to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 
(Telegraphic.) 

ABU GIRGEn returned Adarat Ualial),* having retired and food failing. 
Two iiundrod men arrived Tokar from Kus.sala under Fakialy. Osman reported 
coming shortly wlien Mohammed Moussa Bigna can find transport. Sheikh 
Mohammed Moussa Bey sends from Eilik saying is coming Suakin as soon as iiossihle 
to escajic. 


No. 18. 

(\ 131 ^ to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 21.) 

My Lo^, Cairo, April 13,1890. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. Ill, Verj’ Confidential, of the 28th ultimo, I 
have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a further Report which has liecn I’cceivcd 
prom Colonel Ilollcd Smith on the subject of Abu Fatnia’s detention at ^lassowali, 
inclosing a FeUtion from tlie Sheikh’s family. I quite agree with Colonel llolleil 
Smith in thinking that it is very desirable that Abu ratma should be set at liberty and 
allowed to come to Suakin. 

I have, &o. 

(Signe<l) E. B.VRING. 


luclosure 1 in No. 18. 

Report by Colonel Holled Smith. 

Sirdar, 

IN continuation of my previous correspondence re Abu Fatma, I forwanl a 
Petition from his family, who lately arrived here. 

It is very desirable that Abu Fatma, who dcsii'es to come in to Government, 
but who is detained at Massowah, should be set at liberty and allowcil to come to 
Suakin. 

(Signed) nOLLEU SillTII, Gocemor-General. 

March 81, 1800. 


luclosure 2 in No. 18. 

Official Declaration made by the Family of ^6u Fatma to the Governor at Suakin. 
(Translation.) 

THE family of Abu Fatma, Shcikli of the Ashrafs of Khor Baraka, express their 
gratitude for all the kindness they were shown by every one hero since their escape 


* About 30 mlt«« dus Dortb of Rtnt. 
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from Tokor. They beg tliat the Cliiof of the family, now at ilassowah, may bo told to 
come and join them at Suakin. 


No. 19. 


Dratt Convention communicated bt 
Rustem Pasha, April 23, 1800. 


Projet de Convention, 

SA Majostd rEmpcrcur dos Ottomans 
ot Sa Majestd la Remo du Royaumc-Uni 
do la Grandc-Bretagno ct d’lrlande, Im- 

S 6ratricc dcs Indcs, ayant, en conformity* 
OS stipulations dc la Convention concluc 
it Constantinople le 24 Octobre, 1885, 
onvoyd* Ics Ilauts Commissaircs eu Egj'pto, 
ct Ics susdits Ilauts Commissaircs a^funt 

[ trdscntd cn lour temps Icurs Rapports h 
eurs Gouvcmcments rcspcctifs, lours 
Majestds ont r^solu de conclure une Con¬ 
vention TJltdricuro sur Ics Iwses du susdit 
Acte. 

A cot effet lours Mgjcstds ont nommd 
pour lours Plduiiratoutiaires, &c. 


ARTICLE I. 

Los Firmans Impy-riaux coniyr^s aux 
Yalis ot aux Khedives d’Egypto sont 


Convention concluded with tub Porte 
BY Sir n. D. Wolfp. 


Convention du 22 Mai, 1887. 

SA lilmcstd Ln Rcinc dc Royaumc-Uni 
dc la Gmnd(^-Bretagne ct d’lrlaudc, 
Impdratrice dos Indcs, ct Sa Majestd 
rEmpcrcur dcs Ottomans, ayant, cn 
conformity* dcs stipulations dc la Conven¬ 
tion concluc fi Constantinople lo 24 Oc- 
tobro, 1881^ onvoyy* des Ilauts Coinmis- 
saircs en Egypte, ot les susilits Uauts 
Commissairesayant pryscntdlcurs Rapnorts 
h Icurs Gouvernoments rcspcctifs, lours 
Majcslds ont resolu dc concluro unc 
Convention Ultdrieurc conformdmcnt aux 
points dnonces dans lo susdit Actc. 

A cot effet Icurs Mi^jcstes ont nommd 
pour lours Pldni[)otcntiaires: 

Sa Mniwtd la Heine do Royaumc-Uni 
dc In Grandc-Bretagno ot d'lrlandc, 
Impy-ratricc dcs Indcs, Ic Tr^s Ilonorablc 
Sir Ilcnri Dnunmoud Wolff, Conscillcr 
do Sa Alajesto Britanniquo cn sou Conscil 
Privd, Chevalier Grand-Croix dc I’Ordrc 
Tr^s Distingue do Saint-llichcl ct Saint- 
Gcoiges, Chevalier Commandcur du TVes 
Honomblc Ordro du Bain, ct son Envoyd 
Extraordinaire ot Mmistro Pldnipotcn- 
tiairc prds Sa llaicstd Imiidrialc Ic Sultan, 
on mission s]>ccinlc, ayant reference* 
particulidrc aux alTnircs do I’Egyntc; 

Et Sa ^lajcste I’Empcrour dcs Ottomans, 
^lohcmmcd Kiomil Pacha, son Grand 
Vizir, ddeord do TOrdre Imjidrial de 
ITmtiaz, Grand Cordon do TOsmanid cn 
lirillants, du llciljidid, ct du plusicurs 
Onlrcs dtrangors; ot Mchcmmcd Said 
Paclia, sou ^linistro dcs Aifaires P.tran- 
dres. Grand Cordon dc I’Onlro Inii>drinl 
0 rOsmauid cn brillants, du Mcdjidid, ct 
do plusicrs Oniros dtrangors; 

Lcsquols, apriVs avoir dchangd Icurs 
ploius pouvoirs, trouvds on lionne ct duo 
ibrmc, sont convenus de cc qui suit;— 


ARTICLE 1. 

Les Firmans IrajM^rinux actuellcmcnt 
on vigucur en I^gypte sont maintenus. 
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muntonus,^ sauf Ic cas oil ils se trouvc- sauf Ic cas oii its sc trouvcraicnt modifies 
raient modifi^ par la prdscntc Convention, par la pr&cntc Convention. 

ARTICLE II. ARTICLE II. 

Lo Khddivat d’figypto comprend Ics I>e Khddivnt d’figyptc comprend les 
terntoirca dnoneds dans les Firmans Im- tcrritoircs dnoneC-s duns les Fimians 
pdriaux concemant TEgypte. Impdriaux concomant I’Egyptc. 

ARTICLE III. 

Lc Gouverncment Imperial Ottoman 
inritcra les Puissances Signataircs du 
Traitd do Berlin il ajjprouvcr une Conven¬ 
tion qui aura pour but do mieux assurer 
la libertd dc la navigation par le Canal do 
Suez. 

Par cette Convention lo Gouverncment 
Im|)drial Ottoman ddclarcra quo co Canal 
maritime sera toujours libre ct ouvert, on 
temps dc paix comme on temps do guerre, 
pour les navircs dc guerre ct les bitimouts 
marcliands passant d’uno mcr it I’autrc, 
sans distinction dc pavilion, ct |>aynut les 
droits en so confonnant aux Rdglcmcnts 
actuellcmcnt on >'igucur ou ii ceux qui 
pourraient fitre promulgucs ultSricurement 
par TAdministration comjMitente. 

La Convention stipulcra quo les Graudes 
Puissances s’engngeront dc lour c6td it 
no point cntrnvcr lo libre i)a8sago du Canal 
en temps de guerre ct ii respecter les biens 
ct dtablisscmcnts qui npiMirtienncut nu 
Canal. 

EUo stipulcra dc mi^mc quo lo Canal no 
sera jamais assujetti nu blocus, ct qu’auuun 
droit dc guerro ou note d'hostilitd nc sera 
exored tunt dans lc Canal que dans un 
rayon dc 3 millcs marins it {ladir dcs ports 
dc Suez ct dc Port-Said. 

II y sera dnoned dgalcincnt quo les Agents 
Diplomat iques dcs Puissances Signataircs 
en Egypto sutvcilleront I’cxdcution dc la 
Convention toutes les foisqu'il so produirait 
dcs circonstnuccs do unturo it mouaccr 
la sCtrote ou la lilicrtd du {lossagc par 
lc Canal; que ces Agents so rduniront 
lorsqu'ils seront convoques })ar I’un d’ontro 
cux sous la prdsidcncc du Commissnirc 
Spdoial nomine it cct cfTet par la Sublime 
Porto ou par lo Kbddive, aflu dc vdritlcr 
et do constator les cas (lc danger, ct ou 
infonnerout lc Gouvememont Egypt ion 
pour qu’il puisse aviser aux moyons 
propies it assurer la protection ot lo libre 
pa.ssagc du Canal; qu’en tout cas ibi so 
rduulrvnt uno fois par an on vuc de eon- 
stater quo la Conveution a iStd dumont 
ob8crv(5c. 11 y sera on outre stipuld 
qu’aueuno cntmvc no puurra 6tre apportdc 
aux mesiurcs (|ui scraiout ndcessaircs pour 
la ddfenso du TEgyptu ot la siicuritu du 
Canal, ct ilunlcmcnt, quo les deux Uautes 
Parti(» Contractautes iuvitoront aussi los 
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autres Gouvernements i\ adherer & I'instar 
des Puissances Signataircs la Convention 
pnScitde. 


ARTICLE III. 

respiration du ddlai d’un an i\ 
|)crtir do la date de la prdsente Conven¬ 
tion, le Gouvemement de Sa Majestd 
Britannique rctircra ses troupes do 
rKgypto. 

Xi, it cetto dpeque, rapparition d'un 
dani'cr i rintdrieur ou I’extdricur ndees- 
sitait rajourncmeut do I’dvacuation, Ics 
troupes Anglaisessc retirorout do Pfigyptc 
immddiatcment aprds la dis])aritiou do cc 
danger. 

Aussitdt aprds I’dvacuation, il sera inis 
fin aux mcsurcs do prdcautiou prises par 
le Gouvemement de Sa Majestd Britan- 
uique pour Ic maintiou do la sdrotd intd- 
riourc do I'figyptc, A I’occasion de la 
situation anonnalc du Soudan ot do I’dtat 
do choses erdd par los dvdnomcnts poli- 
tiques do I’Rgypte, .ainsi qu’i\ la surveil¬ 
lance provisoirc oxcredo par lui sur I'armdo 
fegypticnne. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Lorsdu rctraitdos troujws Britanniques 
I’l-'gypte jouira des avantages du principo 
de la sfiretd territoriale, ct lors do la rati¬ 
fication do la prdsento Convention les 
Graudes Puissances .seront invitdes ii 
signor un Aetc rcconnaissant ct garantis- 
sant I'inviolahilitddu torritoiro Egypticn. 

D’aprds cct Acte, aucune Puissance 
n’aura lo droit, dans aucuuo circonstance, 
de ddbarquer des troupes sur lo torritoiro 
Egypt ion, sauf les cas prdvus, dans lo 
Rdgiomont anucxd ii la prdsente Con¬ 
vention. 

1x5 Gouvemoment Im^idrinl Ottoman 
uscra du son droit d'occupcr inilitairement 
I’Egypte s’il y a des raisons pour craiudre 
uuo invasion do I’uxtdriour, ou si I’ordre 
et la sdeuritd A I’iutdrieiu: vciuicnt A dtre 
troublds, ou bion si Ic Khddivat d’Egyptc 
refusait do remplir ses devoirs envers la 
Cour Souvemino. 

Dans Ics eas prdcitds lo Gouvomomout 
de Sa Maiestd Britannique cat autorisd 
[uir cetto Convention h prfitcr matdricllc- 
ment son eoncours au Gouvornoment 
Imperial Ottoman. En cas oil le Gou- 
veruement Irapdrial n’enverrait pas, par 
suite d’empdenements, des troujpes en 
Egypte, le Gouvemement Britannique ost 
dgalement nu!|[oriKd u tirendro les mcsurcs 
ndeessaires jiour expalier des trc'-yes en 
Egypte, afin d’dcarter lo danger ct d’y 
rdtablir I’ordn* et la sdeuritd. 

En prciumt ocs mcsurcs Ics Comman- 
danU des troupes Angloises ogiront avoc 


iYRTICLE IV. 

Attoudu quo la situation anonnalc dans 
lo Soudan et les troubles uausds par Ics 
dvdnemcnts politiques on Egj’pto pourront 

f ieiulant quclque temps rendre iidcessairo 
'adoption de precautions extraordinaires 
pour la suretd des froiitidrcs et la sdeuritd 
iiitdrieuro do I’figyptc, lo Gouvcrncmeut 
de Sa llajestd Britannique surveillera la 
ddfenso ct I’orgauisation militaircs du 
pays. 

Dans cc but il inaintiondra on Egypte 
Ic nombre de troupes Hritannicpics qu'il 
jugcra ndccssairc et continuera a excrccr 
rinspcction gdndralc sur I’armdo figyp- 
tienne. 

Les conditions concemant le retrait 
des troupes Britanniques ct la cessation 
de touto surveillance excrede par IcGouver- 
nement de Sa ilajestd Bntanniquo sur 
rarmde Egyptieune seront rcmplics con- 
formdmcnt aux stipulations do I'iVrticlo V 
de la prdsente Convention. 

ARTICLE V. 

A I’expiration do trois ans a |Kirtir <le 
la date do la prdsente Convention le 
Gouvemement do Sa Jlajostd Britannique 
rctirera ses troupes do TEgypte. Si it 
cette dpoque rapiwrition d'un danger 
rintdrieur ou a I'extdricur ndccs.sitait 
rajournement de I’dvacuation, les troupes 
Anglaiscs sc retirerout do I’Egyptc immd- 
diatonicut aprds la disparitioii do cc 
danger, ct, deux ans aprt'« I’dvacuation 
pr^itde, les stipulations do I’Article IV 
ci-dessus cosscrout compldtomcnt d’avoir 
lour effet. 

Lors durctrait des troupes Britanniques, 
I’Egyjite jouira dcs avanlagcs du principo 
de la sdretd territoriale, ct lors de la 
ratification de la prdsente Convention los 
Grandes ruissanccs seront invitdes A 
signer un Acte rcconnaissant ot garantis- 
sant rinviolabilitd du torritoiro Egyptian. 

D’aprds cot Acte aucune ruissanco 
n’aura le droit dans aucuno circoustance 
do ddbarquer dcs trouix5s sur le torritoiro 
Egypt icn, sauf les cas prdvus dans le 
Rdglemcnt annexd A la prdsente Con¬ 
vention. 

Toutefois, lo Gouvemement Impdrial 
Ottoman uscra do son droit d’occupcr 
militairemcnt I’Egypte s’il y a des rai^ns 
jiour craiudre uiio invasion de I’extdricur 
ou si I’ortlrc ct la sdeuritd A rintdrieur 
sent troublds, ou bicn si lo Khddivat 
d’Egpyto refuse d’exdoutcr ses devoirs 
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tous los d^rds dus aux droits souvcrains 
dc Sa Majcstd Impdrialc lo Sultan. Un 
Haut Commissairo Ottom-an so trouvera 
en l?g}'i)tc pendant la dunSc du sdjoiur dcs 
troupes Britanniques. 

Cliaquo fois quo Ics deux I^tats sentiront 
la n<k:cs8itd (t’onvoycr dcs troupes en 
figyptc, iLs s'en donneront avis mutuollo* 
ment ot agiront conformdmcni jl la prd- 
sente Convention. 

Lcs troupes Ottomaucs ainsi quo Ics 
trouixss Britanniques scront rotirdos de 
rfigyptc dds quo lcs causes motivant cette 
intervention auront ccssd. 


ARTICLE V. 

Lorsque la presente Convention aiu^ 
dtd mtilidc, los deux Ilnutcs Parties Con- 
tractantes notiilcront lo fait cii premier 
lieu aux Puissances Siguataires du Tmitd 
dc Berlin, ct subsequemment aux autres 
Gouvcmcmcnts qu’ifs jugcront udccssaire, 
en lcs imitant it y douncr lour adbdsion. 
Lc retard <iuc quclques-uns dc ccs fltats 
nicttraiont it y adherer no pourra nullc- 
ment on cmi>echcr la mise on viguour 
ontro los deux Ilnutcs Parties Contrac* 
tantes. 

En ens oh la ndccssitd en sorait rcoouuuo 
it ravenir la prdsonte Convention pourra, 
sur la proposition du Qouveruement 
Inqierinl Ottoman, £tre modiiieo dc 
eommuu accord par lcs deux Etats Con> 
tractauts. 

ARTICLE VI. 

La prdsentc Convention sera rati dec ot 
lcs ratitlcations on scront dchau^'cs dans 
I’cspacc d’lm mois it jiartir dc la date dc la 
signature do cct Acte, ou plus t6t si fairo 
so pout. 

En fui do quoi lcs Plonipotcutioircs 
I'ont signdo ct y ont apposd lc sccau dc 
lours armes. 

Fait en double lc 


envers la Cour Souvcrainc, ou ses obliga¬ 
tions internationalcs. 

Do son c6td, lc Gouvcmcmcnt dc Sa 
Majestd Britannique cst autorisd par cetto 
Convention it cnvm'cr, dans lcs cas prdcitds, 
dcs troupes on Egyptc, IcsqucUes pren- 
dront les mcsurcs ndccssaircs pour dcartcr 
CCS dangers. En prenant cos mesures Ic.s 
Commandants de ccs troupes agiront avoc 
tous lcs dgards dus aux droits du Pouvoir 
Souverain. 

Los troupes Ottomancs ainsi quo lcs 
troupes Britanniques scront retirees de 
rEgyptc dhs que lcs causes motivant cette 
intervention auront ccssd. 

Si par suite d’crapC'chcmcnts lc Gou- 
vorncment Ottoman n’cxpddiait pas des 
trouiies en Egyjdc, il y enverra un Com- 
missairc pour sc tenir pendant la duw5o du 
sdjour des troupes Britanniques auprhs dc 
Icur Comraauduiit. 

Cbaquc fois quo les deux Etats sentiront 
la ndccssitd (I’cnvoyer dcs troupes en 
Egyptc, ils notificront lo cas I’un hVautre, 
ct agiront confomidmcnt h la pr<5scntc 
Convent ion. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Lorsque la prtSsente Convention aura 
dt<5 ratiiidc, les deux Ilautcs Parties Con- 
tractantes notificront lo fait en jircmior 
lieu aux Puissances Signataircs du Traitd 
de Berlin, ct subsdquommcnt aux autres 
Gouverncuients qui ont fait ou accoptd 
des arrangements avec lo Khedivat 
«ri’]gyptc, en les invitant ii y donner leur 
adh(!‘sion. 


ARTICLE VII. 

La prdsento Convention sera ratifido ct 
les ratifications en scront dehangdes h 
Constantinople dans I’cspacc d'un mois h 
partir dc In date dc la signature dc cot 
Aoto, on plus tdt si fairo sc peut. 

£u foi do quoi les Pldnipotontiaircs font 
signdo ct y ont apposd lo sceau do lours 
armos. 

Fait on double h Constantinople, lo 
22* jour du mois do Mai do Pan 1887. 
(Signd) 

(L8.) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 

(L.8.) M. KIAMIL. 

(L.8.) M. SAID. 


[761] 
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Aiwexis to CoKVEimow coKcrxmED wirn the Pohte bt 8ni H. D. ‘Wotrt. 


JtegUment annex/ ci la Convention stance entre la Qrande^Bretagne el la Turquie, 
le 22 Mai, 1887. 

6i par mto circonstanco quclconquo la navigation du Canal dc Suez dtait 
obstrude, Ics Puissances qui auront adhd^* i\ la Convention concluc en date dc co jour 
entre la Grande.Bretagne ct PEmpirc Ottoman auront le droit dc fairo passer & trovers 
le territoire figypticn Ics troupes qu’elles auraicut i\ euvoyer d'unc mcr il Tautre. 

2. Toutefois, aucunc do ccs ruissances ne pourra en parcil cas maintenir plus do 
1,000 hommes & la fois sur le sol figyptien, et le passage dc ccs troupes devra s’enectuer 
par Ics moyens ct los voics Ics plus rapidcs. 

3. Toutes Ics fois qu'unc do ccs ruissances uscra dc cette facultd cllo en notiflera 
le fait par I’entremise do son Consul vingt-quatro bcurcs d’avanco au Gouvemour du 
port do ddbarquement, qui survcillcra et contrOlera Ic passage dcs troupes. 

(Signd) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 

M. KIAMIL. 

M. SAID. 


En proeddant Jl la signature de la Convention de ce jour, les Pldnipotentiaires do 
la Grande-Brcfagac ct de Turquie ddclarent quo e’est le texte Fran 5 ai 8 qui fora foi. 
Fait en douule le 22* jour du mois dc Mai dc Tan 1887. 

(Signd) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 
M. KIAMIL. 

M. SiUD. 


Annexe 1. 

MM. les Pldnipotentiaires, Constantinople, le 22 Mai, 1887. 

11 cst ontondu que si fk Texpiration dcs trois ans stipulds dans la Convention do 
cc jour jwur le ratrait des troupes Britanniques do I’figypte, une des Grandcs Puissances 
Mimitcrrandomies no I’aurait pas accepteo, le Qouvcrncment dc Sa Majestd Britannique 
considdrerait co refus comme I’apparition d’un danger it rextdricur, prdvu par 
TArticlo V dc la Convention, et les moyens d’oxdcution do la susdite Convention 
seront, dc nouveau, ddbattus et arrdtds entre lo Gouvememont Impdrial Ottoman ct lo 
Gouvernement do Sa ^lajcstd Britannique. 

Jo saisis, &c. 

(Signd) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 

Son Altcssc Kiamil Paclia, 

Grand Vizir. 

Son Excellence Said Pacha, 

Ministre des Affaires Ftrangdres. 


Annexe 2. 

Sublime Porte, 

M. lo Pldnii>otcutiairc, Ministers des Affaires Etrangeres, le 22 Mai, 1887. 

Nous avons eu I'lionncur dc rccevoir la note quo votre EicoUcuco a bicn voulu 
nous adresser cn date dc co jour aiusi con 9 UO:— 

“ D cst entendu que, si it rexpiration dcs trois ans stipulds dans la Convention 
do cc jour pour Ic retrait dcs troupes Britanniques dc TEgypte, unc des Orandes 
Puissances Mdditerrandennes no Taurait pas acceptde, Ic Gouvernement do Sa Majestd 
Britannique considdrerait co refus commo I’apparition d’un danger it rextdriour prdvu 
IMtr rArtiole V do In Convention, et les moyens d'cxdcution do la susdite Convention 
seront, do nouveau, ddkattus et axrdtds entre lo Gouvernement Impdrial Ottoman et le 
Qouvcrncment dc Sa Mqjcstd Britannique.” 

En prenout acte do octto ddelaration, nous saisissons, &c. 

(Signd) M. KAIMIL. 
M. SiUD 

Son Excellence Sir 11. Drummond WolflF, 

Pldni|)otentiaire de Sa Majestd Britannique. 
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Ahnoze 

Protoeole. ® 

Consid&rant quc Ics C&pitulations et les us et coutumcs en vi^eur cn figjTpt®! 
en exemptant los criminels (Strangers do la juridiction torritoriale affaildissent TautoriW 
du Gouvcnicmcnt fij^pticn, et rcndent difficile le mainticn do I’ordro non sculcmcnt 
au diStriment dcs indigenes mais aussi dcs (Strangers rdsidant on figj’pte, il cst entendu 
que dans un mois ii partir de la date dc la ratification de la Convention signde 
ce jouM’hui Ic Qouvernemont de Sa Majcst(S Britanniqne et le Gouvemement de 
8a Majestd Impdrialo lo Sultan invitcront ensemble !(» Puissances £urop(Senncs qui 
ont adhdrd il la juridiction dcs Tribunaux Mixtes cn Egypto ii examiner par quels 
moyens Ics sujets do leurs pays rcspcctifs scraiont soumis il une juridiction ct il 
unc l(Sgislation local(» et uniformes, tout en tenant dfiment comptc de leiu^j privil^gijs. 

Dans ce m6mc but Ics deux Goiivernemcnts soumettront aux Puissances la 
ndccssit(S d’dtablir xm syst^mc par Icqucl les sujets (Strangers nSsidnnt en Egypto soient 
appellSs il contribuer (S(iuitablcmenl aux impAts du pays. 

Fait en double le 22* jour do Mai de Tan 1887. 

(Signd) H. DRUilMOND WOLFF. 

M. KIAMIL. 

M. sa!d. 


Annexe 4. 

Protocole. 

Il est entendu entre les soussign(Ss Pldnipotontiaires de 8a Majc8t(S Britannique 
et de 8a Majest(S ImpiSrialo lo Sultan que les deux Gouvcmenients soumettront 
ensemble aux Puissances dcs propositions jwur l*nm(Sliomtion dcs Administrations des 
Domaincs, dc la Da'ira 8nnicli, et des Chomins dc For. Ils lour soumettront aussi des 
propositions pour rdgularisor les pouvoirs do la Caissc de la Dettc Publique et i>our 
ixSglcr les finances Egj'ptiennes. Dcs propositions concernant (Jgalcmcnt la presso et 
la quarantainc, oinsi (luo les moyens les plus propres il faciliter la l(Sgislntion applicable 
aux dtrangers scront rormul(5cs. 

Les Puiss.'inccs scront dc mdmo iuvit(5e8 ii d(5clarer quo le tribut payable annuolle 
ment par I’figypto il Sa Majestd Imp(5rialo le Sultan ct 8’(Slevant £ T. 760,000 
constitucra la promidro charge siup lo 'Wsor Egyptian. 

Fait cn double le 22* jour du mois do ^lai, 1887. 

(8ign6) n. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 

M. KIAMIL. 

M. SAID. 


Annexe 6. 

MM. los Pl(inipotcntiaircs, Constantinople, le 22 ilai, 1887. 

Bn me r(5r(Sraut au Protocolo 8ign(i aujourd'bui cn ce qui touche los arrangements 
financiers il cfFcctuor en Egypto, j’ai I’houncur dc vous informer quo le Oouveruement 
dc Sa MajestiS Britannique no saurait admettro auoun cliangcmcnt dans les pouvoirs 
du Conscillcr Financier du Gouvornement Egyptien qui, par sa j^ition ct les (onctions 
flu’il oxci'ce, olTrc unc garontio indispensable ^xjur la Ixnme administration des finances 
Egyj)tienncH ct les intdrfits dcs cr(5anciers do ce pays. 

Jc saisis, &c. 

(8ign(S) U. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 

Son iVltesso Kiamil Pacha, 

Grand Vizir. 

Son Excellence Said Pach^ 

Ministru des AITaircs Etrang^res. 
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Annexe 6. 


Sublime Porte, 

M. le Pl^nipotentinire, Ministhe des Affaires Etranghes, le 22 Mai, 1887. 

Nous nvons I’honneur (I’-iccuser r<5ccptlon dc la note que votre Excellence a bien 
voulu nous adresser en date d’aujourd’hui relativcmcnt aux pouvoirs du Consciller 
Financier du Gouvemement figyptien. 

Veuillez. &c. 

(Signd) M. KIAMIL. 

M. SAID. 


Son Excellence Sir H. Drummond Wolff, 

P16nipotentiairc de Sa Majest<5 Britannique. 


No. 20. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir IV. IVliite. 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1890. 

EUSTEil PASHA called on me to-day by appointment, lin\ing intimated that 
be had a communication of importance to make to me. 

lie iufornnxl me that the Sultan desired to renew the negotiations with respect to 
the British occupation of Egj'pt, which had Ixhjii interrupted by his refusal to ratify 
the Convention of Sir Henry Wolff. He said that, as far ns he wjis concerned, ho 
would have much preferred that the negotiation should have l)ccn carried on at 
Coustantinoplc, but it was the clear decision of His lmi>crial Majesty the Sultan that 
it should be recommenced in London. In order to remove from my mind all appre- 
lionsion that tin? results of the negotiation, whatever they might lie, would ikj as 
futile as those of the negotiations conducted by Sir llcnry Wolff, the Sultan was 
plcasial to add the expression of his pleasure that the ratification should take place 
either in London or in Constantinople, according to the wishes of. Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I replied that I would immeilialely examine into the proposals which his 
E.xcclloncy had laid licforc me on behalf of the Sultan, and would bring them to the 
knowledge of iny colleagues. I would not antieii>ate, by anv premature commentaries 
at this stage, the observations which the Cabinet might think it right to make upon 
this important proposal. 1 lencwed, however, my expression of regret that the Sultan 
had allowed a golden opiiortuuity to pass, by declining to intify the Convention of 
Sir Henry Wolff. The time for negotiation upon this subject was much less opportune 
and promising now than it was then. During the time which had olapsctl since .Juno 
1887 the action of Her ^lajesty’s Govenuuent in Egjqit had been productive of great 
benefit to the jioinilation of that countrj’, and the exiierimcnt of Egyptian government 
under English advice, whieh in 1887 had been still somewhat speculative, was now an 
ascertained success. Public opinion in this countr}* would consequently lie much more 
averse to any course of action which would expso to the liazard of disturbance, from 
within or from without, the valuable results which had liceu already secured. The 
other consideration which it was necessary that his Execlloncy should bear in mind was 
that there had been for some time past and was still before the Powers a proposal for 
converting the Privll^al Debt of Egypt. It had hitherto been olistruetcd by the 
refusal of the French Government to concur in it. I believed that at the prcscnt'timc 
the wisdom of this policy was under review at Paris, and that there was fair ground 
for anticipting a modification of it. But I noe<l hardly pint out to his Excellency 
that anv financial opmtions of the kind that might take place wore based uiion the 
con^-iction tlmt Egypt for a considerable time longer would lie governed under English 
advice and English protection. If I wore now to mention publiely the word “ evaeua- 
Uon,” no scheme of conversion would be ])ossible except under much more 
disadvantageous terms. 

His Excellency demurred to this conclusion, but did not advance any arguments 
to contest it. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 







India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 24.) 

Sir. ^ , India Office, April 2S, 

I A3l directed to .iclcnowlcdgo Iho receipt of yoiir letter of the 20tli ultimo, 
requesting the vioivs of the Secretary of State for India in regard to a proposal to 
railway in Upper Egypt to Kcuch, and eventually to Kosscer on the 

In reply, I am to state, for the information of the ilarquis of Salisbury, that, 
while Viscount Cross docs not think it probable that the proposed railway will be used 
so long as the Suez Canal is available as a route for the mails to India, he is of o]>inion 
that it would be desirable to encourage any useful scheme for the development of the 
communications in Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE WALPOTJl. 


The Marquis of Salisburi/ to Sir E, Daring. 

(No. 100.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 26, ISOO. 

I HAVE revived your despatch No. 131 of the I3th instant, in wliich you 
express the opinion that it is very desirable that Abu Eatma, who is detained at 
Massowah by the Italian authorities, should be allowed to go to Suakiu. 

As soon as you have been .able to make arrangements for the removal of ^larco- 
poulo from Suakiu I udll communicate the fact to the Italian Government, and at the 
same time ask that Abu Fatnia m.ny be permitted to leave ^lassowah in return for the 
coraplianco with their wishes in regard to JIarcopoulo. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


The Marquis of Salisburg to Sir IK. White. 

(No. 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Foreign Office, April 29,1890, r)'50 r.M. 

A PROJECT for the amendment of the Convention negotiated by Sir 11. Wolff 
has l)ccn 8ubmittc<l to us by Rustem Pasha, and a copy has been forwarded to you by 
post. 

The following is the substance of the reply which I gave to liis Excellency, and 
which ho proiniscd to refer to his Government’. Before discussing the new proposal 
Article by Article, or expressing any opinion on its terms. Her Majesty’s Government 
must receive an assurance from the Sultan that His Majesty will give his consent to 
our retaining the right, and the exclusive right, of re-entering Egypt, without tho 
consent of any other Power, to guard against internal or external danger to Egypt, 
and that this provision is acceptcil by tho other Signatories of the Treaty of Paris. 


(No. 125.) 
Sir, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir If'. ir/ii7f. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 29, 1890. 

RT.^STEM P.\Sn.\ called upon me by appointment to renew our conversation 
with respect to the Project for the modifloation of Sir Henry Drummond Wolff’s 
Convention, which he bad submitted for tho considemtion of Her ^lajcsty’s 
Government. I pointe<l out to his Excellency that there were two modes of effecting 
the evacuation of Egypt by England, to the ultimate .accomplishment of which Her 
Majesty’s Government had always looked forward. Tho lirst mode was that Avhieh wo 
had selected and prcfcrretl. It was to wait until our strenuous efforts for tho 
L701] I 
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cstal)lis1imcnt of good government in Egypt should have placed that countrv, finan- 
cuallv, milikirily, and administratively in such a position that it could stand alone and 
would need no help from England to repress internal disorder or keep external foes at 
hay. AVe had always thought that this was the natural and most advantageous mode 
of arriving at the period of cvacimtion, and it had this advantage, among others, that 
when Egypt reached the condition that I have indicated, the Egyptians would them¬ 
selves insist uixm the I'ctirement of the British force, as their own sentiment of 
nationality was confident and strong. I added that I thought the events of the last 
three years, since the AVolfT Convention had liccn signed, had done something to 
accelerate the arrival of this period, and had added st.cngth to the condition of Egypt 
in ovorj’ respect. In the restoration of her finance, which was the matter of 
the greatest difficulty, the Egyptian Government, under British advice, had 
achicvetl a remarkable success, hut it would have been more remarkable and moro 
complete if we had not met with the resistance of the French Government on questions 
of the greatest importance. 

The other mode of arrinng at the period of evacuation was that which had lx:cn 
embodied in Sir Henry Wolff’s Convention. The Project of Convention presented to 
me by his Excellency was a modification of that instrument, but a modification, I 
regretted to say, in the wrong direction, for it appeared to diminish the securities on 
which wo had insisted, whercas the progress of events in some respects increased the 
necessity of making provision for them. 

His Excellency demurred to this statement, but askcil me whether I would bo 
willing to consider the Project Article by Article in order that, if necessary', modifica¬ 
tions might lie proposeil and arrivwl at. I rcplietl that 1 could not enter uiion the 
consideration of the proposctl Convention, or express any opinion with respect to its 
contents until I was satisfied that the obstacles on which the previous Convention had 
been wrecked no longer existed. It was not worth while entering upon another pcrioil 
of laborious negotiation in order to arrive at a similar result. The two main points on 
account of which I understood that the ratification of the previous Convention was 
withheld, and in regartl to wliich I should wish to be satisfied before entering u|)on 
the discussion of the new proi>osal, were these: In the first place, we must lie assured 
tliat the Sultan was ready to confer upon Her ilajcsty’s Government after evacuation 
the right of re-entering Egypt for tlie purpose of n^pelling an external attack, or 
defending tlie Government of the Khedive a^inst any internal movement by which it 
xniglit be thre.'itcned; that this right of re-entry should belong to Her iliyesty’s 
Government exclusively, with the e.xccption iierhaps of the Porte; and that it should 
be exercised by Her Majesty’s Government entirely on their own responsibility without 
requiring tlie previous assent of aiiv other authority. The second jioiut on which I 
rcquireil preliminary assurance was tliat this right should not only lie conceded by the 
Siiltaii, but that it should lie assented to by all the other Signatories of the Treaty of 
Paris. A right of re-entry as complete and unfettered ns I had described wouUf be 
necessary in onler to give security that when once Her Majesty’s troops were with¬ 
drawn the administrative, financial, and judicial structure which we had with much 
pains erected should have some chance of dumtiou. 

His Excellency took note of my communication, and promiswl to submit the 
terms of it at once to His imperial Alajesty. 

I pointed out to his Excellency that the advance of the Italian power from 
Abyssinia, and the steps which the French were taking towards the fortification of 
Bysurta, wei-c considerations which weighed with us in making us moro anxious than 
wo had been Ijcfore to provide sufficient security against any external interference 
with Egypt. 

Iam,&c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 25. 

Sir K. Uarittij to the Marquift of Salisbury.—{Jteceiced May 5.) 

(No. 139.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 2 t, 1890. 

I HAVE the iionour to transmit herewith eopy of a Khedivial Uccreo intlicting 
severe penalties, and under certain conditions the penalty of death, in cases of attacks 
by armed bauds. I may mention that I was not consulted on the subject before tho 
isiue of the Decree in question. In view, however, of the fact that tho crime of 
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brigAudago still exists in the provinces, there is, no doubt, a strong case in favour,of 
the adoption of severer measures for its i-eprcssion; and inasmuch os all convictions 
may he brought Iwforo a Court of Appeal, upon which the European clement is now 
suflicicntly represented, a solid guarantee is afforded that innocent persons will not l )0 
punished. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 25. 

Extract from the ‘'Journal Officiel" of April 23, 1890. 


Decrets. 


NOUS, Kh<5divo d’Egypte, 

Sur la proposition do notre Ministre do la Justice et I’avis conformc do notre 
Conseil dos Ministres; 

Lo Conseil Ldgislatif entendu; 

Dderdtons: 

Article 1". Toutc atfaque suivie dc meurtre commise par unc bandc armde 
entralnera la i)cinc de mort contre celui ou ceux qui auront organisd la dite l)andc ou 
y auront exered un commandement. 

Lcs aulres individus qui auront fait partic dc cette bande soront punis dcs travaux 
foreds ii perpdtuitd ou i\ temps. 

Si rattaque n’a pas dte suivie de meurtre, la peine sera dcs travaux foreds it 
pcri)dtuitd eoutro celui ou ceux qui auront organise la bandc ou y auront exered un 
commandement, ct dos travaux foveds ii temps contre lcs autres individus, sans 
prdjudicc, dans tons lcs cas, de Tapplication dcs iHsines plus sdvdrcs que ^Kiurmit faire 
cncourir tout crime concomitant. 

Art. 2. Toutes autres disi>ositions contraires au prdsent Ddcrct sont et domeurent 
abrogds. 

Art. 3. Notre ^linistrc dc la Justice cst chargd dc rexdcution du prdsent Ddcrct. 

Fait au Palais d’Abilin, lo 3 Ramadan, 1307 (22 Avril, 1800). 

(Signd) MEUfiilET TEWFIK. 

Par Ic Khddive: 

Lc Prdsident du Conseil dcs Ministres, 

(Signd^ Riaz. 

Lc Ministre dc la Justice, 

(Signd) U. Fakiirv. 


No. 20. 

air E, Baring to the Marguh of Salhbury.—(Received May u.j 
(No. 1-40. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 25, 1890. 

AN incident has rcccntlv arisen with reference to the position of the Syrians in 
Egypt which I think if de»iraf)le to roprt to your Lordship. This incident is one of 
some importance, whether it l>c consiilcrcd on its own merits, or as Ulustrativo of tho 
pcculi.ar diflloulties which attend tho administration of this country, or as indicative of 
the tendencies of the native Government were it left to act without the restraint 
imposed by English iniluence and advice. 

Your liordship is without doubt aware that tho inhabitants of Egypt are a singularly 
heterogeneous race. Broadly .siwaking, only the hierarchy and tho peasantry can truly bo 
said to lio Egv’ptians. The upiK*r classes arc almost entirely of foreign origin, Turkish, 
Ai'ineuiiui, Algerian, &C, Amongst the middle classes, a very large admixture of 
foreigners, that is to say, of persons who arc not Egyptians projicrTy so called, is to 
bo found. Of these the most im^iortant arc the Syrians. They arc an active, pushing. 
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intelligent race, wbo cling together and support each other whenever their class- 
interests arc threatened, ^fany of them liave received a European, generally a French, 
education. They are largely employed as clerks, both hy the Government and in 
commercial houses. 

Theixi is a very strong feeling against the Syrians amongst the ^lahommcdans in 
Egvpt. The Syrians, in fact, occupy much the same ^wsition in Fgypt as the Bengali 
Baf)oos in Northern India. They arc found very useful, hut they arc dislikc<l and 
despised. The fact that a large proportion of the Syrians are Christians tends to 
enhance the jealousy entertained against thenr on the ground of their fon'ign extrac¬ 
tion. I have no hesitation in saying that the feeling entertained against the 
emi)loyment of .Syrians in the Government ser\’ice is stronger than that against the 
employment of Eui'ojH'ans. 

The influence of the Syrians, which is considerahle, has generally hcen c.verled in 
favour of French, and in a sense adverse to English, interests. Iteccntly, however, a 
considerable change has taken place. The Syrians are keenly alive to their own 
interests. They found that the Government was ill-disposed towards them, and that 
their interests wore in consequence sutfering. They attrilmted the attitude of the 
Egyptian Government to English influence exerted in a sense antagonistic to their 
interests, by reason of their French sympathies. This idea was quite erroneous, for 
no action hostile to Svrian interests has ever been taken by myself, or, so far as I am 
awa)*e, by any English authority. It is, however, (juitc natural that the Syrians should 
rush to the conclusion to which I have alluded above. 

Accordingly, the Syrians have recently been endeavouring to show by every 
means in their power that their symp.athies arc no longt'r French,l)ut I-'nglish. I was 
informed on good authority, in the course of the winter, that the Syrian Patriarch, 
acting under strong pirssure from his co-religionists, had exerted his influence on 
sevcml Syrian newspaper editor's, who anr mostly French-protected subjects, to induce 
them to modify their hostility towards Ejigland. It is certain that the cirinilation of 
these papers has recently fallen off considcmbly, and tlrat they aiv now much loss 
Galloplrile and Anglophobe than previously, 'i'he Patriarch c.alled upon me at the 
beginning of the winter. I was unable to see him at the time, but, after allowing a 
colisiderable interval to elapse, 1 returned his visit, lie was promise in his expressions 
of symi>athy and admiration for overj’thing English, and he earnestly begged for my 
assistance a*gainst the ill-treatraoit to which, he said, his co-roligiouists wore exposed 
at the hands of the Egyptian Government and of the Arahoinmcdnns gcnci-ally. 
Amongst other things, he’said that the Syrians could not obtain justice before the 
Law Courts, as the Mahommedan .ludgcs’were prejudiced against them, lam not 
prepared to say that, before the Courts of First Instance in the pjx)vinccs, where no 
Europeans arc employed, Mahommedan nrejudices’against .Syrians may not sometimes 
militate rather againk the intci'Csts of the latter. But I should add that I inquired 
very carefully into one or two specific cases n-hieh were brought to my notice, and I 
could find nothing to justify the complaints made to me by the Patriarch on this 
score. 

It is obvious that no great confidence can be entertained in the sincerity of (ho 
Anglophile sentiments professed by the Patriarch to me. At tho same time, the 
Syrians arc an important class. It is not either necessary or dcsirvable to reject their 
professions of friendship, .albeit these professions arc based on self-interest. .Moreover, 
It is especially desirable that all classes, whether .Mnhommedans, Christians, .Syrians, 
or others, should fully understand that whilst the British occupation lasts any serious 
complaints they may* have to make will he fairly and impartially considered. 

I should mention that tho anti-f5yrian sentiments very generally entertained hy 
the Mahomraedans in Egypt are shared both by the Khedive and by the present 
Egyption Alinistry, more especially by Uiaz Pasha and by Ali Pasha Mubarck, tho 
iii’nistcr of Public Instruction. These anti-Syrian sentiments recently found expres¬ 
sion in a measure of very doubtful wisdom. 1 beg to refer your Lonlship to 
Article 13, Chapter 3 (p. 51), of the “ Code dc I'.Vdministration Financii>re,” of which I 
recently sent a copy home. This chapter deals with the mode of appointment to 
places under the Egyptian Government. Tho 13th -Vrticlc lays down that for appoint¬ 
ments to the “ cadre supericur ’* a pn'fcrence is to lie given to candidates “ do 
nationalitc ftgyptionne.” So far as the “cadre inferieur’’ is concerned, no fresh 
nominations can he made except from amongst candidates of Egyptian nationality. 

The avowed intention of these provisions is to exclude all Syrians from tho 
Egyptian service. These orders have caused givat excitement amongst tho Syrians. 
On’c of the results has been that a violent polemical discussion has been commenced. 
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between the Syrian and Prauco-Syrian press on tin; one side, and the Mahommedan 
press on theotlier. In this discussion, questions of race and of relijion are treated on 
both sides in a very violent and olfensivo manner. An ultra-.Mahommedan pa))er, 
the “ Muezzad,” which, I Iwlicve, was started under Uiaz I’aslia’s personal auspices, 
and is helieved to ho to a great extent insi>ired hy him, is edited hy a certain Sheikli 
Ahmed ^lazi, who, although not a man of mueh ability, is a Sheikli of the liUAzhar, 
and occupies a position of some inllucnec in llic Malioinmedan world. The 
“ Mahroussa,” the Syrian paper, calls the Sheikh the “son of a harlot’’ .and a 
“ hashish-eating pig.” The “ Muc/.zad ” retorts, hy culling the Syrians “ liars, traitors, 
swindlers,” &e., and hy pointiitg out that they have slamlered the Mahommedan faith, 
and have esjweially made calumnious assertions about the Prophet and his favourite 
wife, Ayasha. 

I do not say that too mueh importance need he attached to this kind of writing; 
at the same time, I think it is extremely unwise of tin; Ivgyptian (jovernment to raise 
hurning (lucstions of this sort with so little refleetion. Ilia/. Pasha especially appears 
entirely to forget that simmering below the snrfaeo there is a mass of ignorant 
fanaticism in this connlry of which any one in his (wsition should^takc account, and 
which is, in fact, one of the most im{)ortant political elements in higyptian affairs. 

The attitude of Her Majesty’s (Jovernment in a matter of this sort ajtpears to me 
to he quite clear. M'e should adopt a strictly impartial attitude. I have no wish 
■whatever to see (he Syrians favonivd in uny way; I .should Ihj very gl.ad to see greater 
progress amongst the ^lahommedans. But the real way to effect this object is for the 
Egyptian (I’overmucnt to give every ene<)urag('ment to Mahomnuslan edueatiou, and to 
let the .Mahommedans see that if they wish to keep aln-cast of the Christi.an races in 
the Past they must ex«?rt thems<‘lvos, and not depend entirely on (Jovernment protection. 
But whilst 1 have no wish to favour the Syrians, it appears to me «inite clcjir that no 
legislation, based jnainly, indeed, on distinctions of race, hut also partly on di.stinclions 
of religion, can he tolerated. \I’e have also to .see that the administrative work of 
Government is pi-opcrly carried on. Since these new Ilognlations were issued some two 
or three months ago, if, a.s very often liappcns, a Syrian comes out at the head of a 
competitive ex.'tmination, ho is rejeetfHl men ly because he is a Syrian. The resnli is 
that I hoar fminont complaints from the English ollleors in the Egyjilian service, none 
of whom are certainly in any w.ay prejudiced in favour of Syrians, that the puhlie 
interests ara suffering. They tell me that they cannot got on without a certain number 
of Syrians; that the Syrians arc imieli the most intelligent employes in (heir offices; 
that (he young Ivgyptians who an* .sent to them are so ignorant and incompetent as to 
he «iin(e iiscless: and that if the present system continues for a few years more, the 
state of tho public offices will he deplorable. 

I should montiun that many of the Syrians arc foreign, generally Ereneh- 
protected subjects. 1 see no objection to the Egyptian Government excluding this 
category of pei*sons from its (‘inployment if it wishes to do so. A short time ago a 
Jew, who was a native of (Jiiiraltar, and therefore a British suhjeel, complained to mo 
that he lunl been refus<.*d employment hy the Egyptian (iovernmeiit on neeounl of his 
foreign extraction, i told him that I could no{ interfere on his b<*hair, as 1 thonghl 
that the figyptian Ciovernment was acting within its right-. Apart from the right to 
cxelnde foreigners from its service, which, I eoneeive, is inherent in every Government, 
it is to he observed that in view of tin? rights and privilegi s conferred hy the Capitula¬ 
tions and of (he intervention often exercised hy Biphnnalie Agents, tie* wish of the 
Egyptian Government to exclude fi*om its service Syrians who are snhjcel- of a foivign 
Power is only natural and legitimate. 

But till! ease is different when all Syrians, whether foraign or local subjects, are 
excluded. Uiaz Pasha, iti eouvci-satiou with me, argued that each part of (he (Jttomau 
Empiiv, and mon* esjieeially Pgypt, had a nationality of its own. Although this state- 
incut is partially true, if the sulijeet lie merely (‘onsidernl from an ethnological point 
of view, I eoneeive tin? argument to lx? quite uiitenaiilc from the [xiiiu of view of law 
and fact. 'I'hero is no sneh thing as " nationalite I'gypiienne,” and it is very open 
to qnotion whether, in issuing ih',* Uegnlatiou to whieii i have alludeil above, the 
Khedive is acting within (he terms of (he i'irm.'iu>, I" which alone Egypt owes its 
semi-indoiiendi-iil position. 

I should also observe that in the actual uppiiealion of tiie ruh?, the Egyptian 
authorities have adopted the most navraw interpretation of the words *’ Eu'yptiau 
natitinality," for not only do they ivjeet all eauilidalis who uie horn of tSyrian parents 
in .’Jyria, and who come to Egyi»t to seek em])loymont, Imt they also reject the sous of 
Syrian p:m*nts, who have been resident often for voais and sometimes for goueratious 
1701] K 
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in Egypt. Apart from any question of legality, I must say I think this is not only a 
very unwise, hut also a very unjust measure. 

Actuated by these considerations, I si>okc to lliaz Pasha on the subject. His 
remarks were somewhat violent and unroJisonahlc. lie stated very strongly that ho 
was not actuated by any motives baswl on religious distinctions, and that he wislu^d to 
exclude the Syrians not l)ccausc they were Christians, but becaus*; they were Syrians. 
Ue iKiintcd to tbe fact that the Copts, wlio arc Christians, arc treated on a pixH.’isoly 
similar footing to the ^lahommcdans, atid that tlic former equally with the latter ai*o 
hostile to the employment of Syrians, lie subsequently sent me a copy of tho 
“ Wntau,” a ncwspajjcr edited in Coptic intcj'ests, in which the .Syrians wore altnek(?d. 
The IJgv'ptian Government was piaiscd in fulsome terms of llattery, and an analogy was 
drawn l>ctwecn Mahomet Aly and Iliaz I’asha, both of whom it was alleged acted on 
the principle of “ ligypt for the Egyptians.” The reason of Coptic hostility towards 
Syrians is sufficiently obvious. The Copts, by reason of their sui)erior education, can 
easily eom|)ote with the ^Iahomme<lans, but in the Syrians they tind much more 
dangerous rivals. 'I'liey arc very glad, provided they an* themselves included, that tho 
Syrians should Im? exeludctl from Government employment. I can «|uitc undciNtand 
this sentiment, but T mthcr doubt the wisdom of the Copts in advocating it. If once 
the exclusive spirit of Mabommedanism is allowal to gain ground it would, in the 
minds of very many ^labommcdans, 1 h* only a very short step to take if the mcasun^ 
now dealt out to the Syrians wen* also applied to the Co])ts. 

Subsequent to my interview with Kiaz Pasha I spoke to the Khedive. Ills 
lliijhne.ss does not like the Syrians, but I fotmd him ))repared to deal with tho 
question in a spirit of moderation .and reason, lie promisctl to consider my observa¬ 
tions, and to s<‘e in what manner tho present llcgulations could be amended. 

.My omi view is somewhat as follows ;— 

In the flI^t place, I would revise tho pmsent llcgulations, and get rid altogether of 
the words “nationatifd Egyptieune.” As 1 have already mentioned, there is no such 
thill" as an Egyptian nationality. ^lon'over, if the llegiilation as it now stands were 
to be strictly applied, a very large pro|>ortion of the eandidatt*s who present thcm.selv«*s 
for examination ought to be excluded, for if persons of .Syrian origin, liorn in Egypt, 
are not Egyjitian, neither, logically siM-aking, can the sons of Turks, Algerians, 
.\rmenians, Tunisians, &c., ••laim Egyptian nationality. To apply the Jlegulation to 
Syrians only as is now done is eontrary to the text of the Regulation itsi'lf. 

The proper course would, I believe, be to include all Ottoman subjects ; thus, no 
Syrians save those who wore protected subjects would lie exeludinl. 1 should, 
however, have groat difficulty in getting the Kgyptian Government to accept this 
solution, and, in view of tho strong Malionni:(*dan feeling on the subject, 1 am not 
desirous of pu.shing the matter too far. Rut I certainly would include all iiei-sons 
born in the country. 1 fancy that Riaz Pasha would .accept this solution, but it is 
manifestly ojicn to objection. Rigorously apjilied, it would exclude a person of 
Egyptian jiarents, whether Christian or Mahommedan, who happemsl to be liorn any¬ 
where out of Egypt. 

'rhougli I cannot s.ay I like tho distinction, there is perhaps something to l)o said 
in favour of oxeluding young men of Syrian parents, Irorn and educated in Syria, who 
come here at the .ago of a1>out twenty with the solo view of obtaining employment. 
For all practical purposes, thorefoi*e, I think a solution might be .accepted which 
would admit into tlie Egyptian service all jicrsons not lioing foreign subjects who were 
Imrn in Egypt, or of iKireuts habitually resident in Egypt at the time of birth, or who 
had thein.solves resided in Egypt a term of years, .say live, jirior to tho ajiplication for 
employment. Those latter would have in reality undergone a pi-ocess equivalent to 
naturalization, supjiosing such a thing ns Egyptian nationality existed. 

I am not at all sure that I shall bo :d)le to get the Egyptian tJovernment 
to accept this solution. I will addn'ss your l/irdship again on the subject before 
long. 

I have dwelt on this incident at some length, as it is only one manifestation of a 
spirit which has been gaining ground a gfKMl deal iluring the last two years. 

The present Egyptian Slinistry has now licen in ollice for about two years, and it 
is possible to estimate with some degree of prt'cision what has l»ci‘n gaine<l or lost by 
th(‘ substitution of Riaz Pasha for Nuktr Pasha. 

Roth Administnitions possess<*d certain advantages and dis.adv.antages, due mainly 
to tho personal ehnrncteri^ties of the head of tho GoviTiiment. Riaz Pasha, though in 
many rospoids less able and far less educated than Nubar Pasha, is a somewhat better 
administrator. lie is also f.ar more honest and trustworthy. Rut the main distinction 
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lies in this, that whereas Nuhar Pasha is an Armenian, Riaz Paslia is a Mahom- 
mcdan. 

In Nubar Pasha’s time the Mahommcdans wore very discontented. This move¬ 
ment against tlic emi)loyment of Syrians is in some respects diie to the reaction caused 
by the change of ^linistiy, for it is alleged, perhaps with a certain amount of truth, 
that N'ulwr Pasha unduly favoured Armenians, Syrians, and other Christian races. 
Again, in Xub.ar Pasha’s time 1 was constantly hearing complaints from Mahommedans 
alKiut the new Tribunals, based on the allegation that the Codes were at variance with 
the Shcriht, or Sacml Law of Islam. 

Now, all this is changed; the Codes remain just as they were in Nuhar Pasha’s 
timi", but I hear nothing of violations of the SheriiU. 'I'lic reason is that the Prime 
Jlinister and tin; .Minister of .lustice are both Mahommedans. It cannot lx- doubted 
that, on the whoh;, a better and more contentful spirit prevails among the population 
gcnenilly. I should .add that any feelings of hostility towards the llritish occupation 
which may have formerly prevailed, have been greatly assu.aged. This is of course in 
a great mcasiu'c due to the material progre-vs which has been made in connection 
with irrigation and other matters, but something is also due to the pijr.sonal inlluonce 
of Ilia/, i'asba. Nuhar Pasha, although i>K>fe.ssing tin* most friendly sentiments, 
always did whatever lay in his iwwer to i)resent English iuterfei'cncc in I'gypt to tlie 
people in the most odious light possible, lliaz, P.asha, in spite of his stixmg anti- 
European, :nul, as I strongly .suspect, anti-Christi.an tendeneh's, docs not do anyllntig 
of this kind. On the eonttary, he (Iocs not conceal his appn'ciation of the work done 
by the English oHicers of llnj irrigation and other Departments, lie has thus helped 
to popularize the occupation. 

On the whole, I have no doubt whatever that the change has been for the better. 
But, on the other Iiand, it is cs.scntial to remotnher that the accession to |)owcr of Kiaz 
Pasha has hrauglil to light other difllcidties and dangers of a dilferent ehametcr to 
those which e.vistcd in Nnhar Pasha’s time, hut .against which it is c(|ually necessu'y 
to guard. In spite of m.any defects, the geneml ienih.mcy of Nuhar Pasha's Govern¬ 
ment was towards progivss, earriecl out by means and through agencies such as aw 
employed in civilized States. I never doubted Nuhar Paslia’s intentions in this 
direction, though I h'arnt by exiierienee that he had neitlu'r the knowledge nor 
.administrative e.vporience to give elfect to tlu'sti intentions. Kiaz Pasha also honestly 
desires progrt'ss, and, as a matter of fact, a great deal more has been done during his 
term of oHico than was the ca.se when Nuhar Pasha was in power. But he has very 
little scruide .as to the means he adopts to bring about his ends. He is inclined (o 
think that if his intentions arc good, any i;uasur(.*.s, wladhcr legal or illegal, civilized 
or harlKirous, can Ik* employed to attain them, llenccj a tendency on the |>art of tho 
Egyptian ofllcials to resort to torture and other arbitrary [noceedings, which, in Nuhar 
Pasha’s time, may have been allowed to take i)lae(! from negligence or want of 
aclministrativc rigour, hut which, had th(‘y been known, would certainly have been 
(liscourag(!d. During the last year or two matters of this sort have given, and are still 
giving, nu! a grc;\td('al of trouble. 

Again, although Nuhar Pasha was (luite incapable of making ntiy serious attempt 
to rally Mahomnwslan feeling to him, at the same time he had suinciently statesman¬ 
like ideas to s<!e hi>w dangerous it might become in a country of this sort to invoke 
violent sentiments ktses on creed or ntcc animasities. 

Kiaz Pasha is entirely devoid of any instincts of this sort. Ho is a man of strong 
opinions and violent antipathies, both towaixls classes and individuals. For instance. 
Ins hatred of Syrians and of Greeks is |)ushed to such an extreme degree as to render him 
(piitc incajiahic of looking calmly at tiny matter in which .Syrians or Greeks are con¬ 
cerned. Egyptian ollieials readily obey tht; impulsion given by the he.ad of iho 
Government, more esiiecially if it ehiim.'s in with their own preconceived opinions tind 
prejudices. Hence, tluring’thc hist year or two there htis been a rather uneasy feeling 
amongst the Syrians in Egypt, who are undoubtedly a good deal frightened. I hear 
reports of secret anti-Syrian meetings amongst the ^lahommedans in tho provinces. 
The ipicstion of the employment of Syrians, to which I have alluded in this de.s|Miteh, 
is another manifestation of the same feeling. 

I do not doubt that, so long as tlu; British occupations lasts, all these matters can 
1)0 put right without any nnilly serious trouble. But I confe.ss that when I consider 
that Kiaz Pasha is al)out the nio.st capable .Minister to he found in this (rountry, when 
I remember how little foix'si^ht ho showed in the early days of the Arahi movement, 
when 1 licar the violence amt intemiM'nincc of his language, when I sec how little ho 
api>cars to understand the springs which move society, whether in I'gypt or else- 
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■where, and witli what imprudence he deals with questions which are of really serious 
importanee. I cannot resist the conclusion that it would Iw extremely unsafe to place 
tlic Government of this eountry in the hands of an Egyptian Ministry, whom it would 
he difllcult, if not impossible, to coutixjl. 

Tlic more 1 see of Egypt, the more is the conviction forced upon me that until a 
mco of Egyptians lias arisen, far more competent than any wliicli now exist, the 
evacuation of the country by the British army would be attended with very serious 
risks. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


No. 27. 

•Sir E. Bariny to the Marquis of Salisburtf.—(Received May 5.) 

(No. Ii3.) 

My Loixl, Cairo, April £7, 1890, 

IN recent despatches I have frequently alludial to the fact that rumours, more or 
less well founded, liad reached me of torture being employed to extract confessions 
from accused persons and evidence from unwilling witnesses. 

A b.ad case of tliis sort, in whicli the ^ludir and some of the police officials of 
the province of Bakalieh were implicated, recently came before the Tribunals. I 
pointed out to Riaz I’asha that, under tin* eiraumstanccs, it was the duty of the 
Government, acting through the Pi-ocureur-Gcncral, to make a strict inquiry into tlic 
facts of the case, and should a primu facie case lie established against tlic accused 
officials, to institute a criminal prosecution against them. This has accordingly been 
done. 

The inclosed Memorandum, which ^lajor Fenwick prepared at my request, states 
the liarc facts of the case; but I should add that, aceoixling to public rumour, which 
is very possibly exaggerated, the torture inllictcd or threatened was of the most cruel 
and disgitsting description. 

It is only with the grc.atest difficulty that I can bring Riaz I’asha to take any 
action in these matters, lie dwells on the ncccssitv of doing nothing to inqiair the 
authority of the Mudirs. I am well aAvare of the inqiortance of maintaining their 
authority. At the same time it is essential that it should be undcratood tlmt their 
authorit*y can only be maintained by legal means, such as are adoiitcd in all civilized 
countriis. It is a’ serious thing in this country to institute a criminal charge against 
a Mudir before a L:uv Court. But there Is such a distinct tendency towawls the 
rcintroduction o! some of the worat ahiises of the past that an example is required. 
■\Vbutevcv may be the result of the pi-cscnt inquiry, I am in Iiojmjs that the more 
fact of iristitiiting legal procewlings will render both the ^ludirs and the police 
more careful in the future to keep within the limits of the legal powera assigned to 
them. 

I trust that my action in this matter will meet with your Loixlship’s approval. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 27. 

Memorandum. 

ON the 19lh .January, 1890, the Mudirieh of Dakalieh was informed that the 
previous evening a band of brigands had attacked the farm of one Omar Aga Ahdin, 
wounding live people, and stealing two camels and other things, after baving broken 
in the door of one of tbe buildings. The Mudir .and Commandant of Police imme¬ 
diately preceeded to the spot to mnk(> an inquiry, the Mudira of Pmvinoes having 
liLH'n recently invested with the powers of a “.luge d’lnstruction," for the very 
purpose of allowing them to conduct in pl•l^on such inquiries. 

The result of the Mudir’s inquiry was that twenty-two peraons were arrested, and 
charged with being conecrnctl in the brigandage. It w.as alleged that they had 
conccrtcil together, had met together amed behind a mosque near the farm, at about 
1 A.M.; that their chief had regularly posted men round the farm, and that the attack 
bad then begun. 
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Uiiring the inquiry the greater number of the accused confessed their crime, and 
the " dossier ” of the affair was sent to the “ Parquet." Subsequently, Ijowevor, the 
Procurcur-Gendral received a complaint from them while in prison, declaring that 
their confession had been extorted by tortui-o and threats. 

The ilinisterof the Interior, on the representation of the Ministry of Justice, 
sent a Syrian official, accompanied by a native doctor, to make an inquiry. The result 
was sent to the ^Ministry of Justice. The doctor declared there were; *sorae traces of 
ill-treatment on the bodies of certain of the prisoners, and that other traces on the 
Iwdies of others, might be the result of self-inflicted wounds. The Report of the 
Syrian official concluucd that there was no proof of truth in the accusation brought by 
the prisoners. 

However, the accused, adhering to their assertion that they had been tortured, 
wen; acquitted by the Native Tribunal of Mansouiah, which considered that the confes¬ 
sion was the result of tortiu'c. 

Tlio Court of Appeal confirmed the Judgment, and all the accused were 
libciated. 

In presence of such an accusation of torture on the part of the Mudir and 
Commandant of Polic(^, it became necessary that a now inquiry slmuld take i>lace. 
Accordingly M. liO Grelle, Proeunair-Gdm'ral, and Hamdolla lloy, President of tin* 
^lansonraii Tril)unal, wore dis|Kitehed to the spot to interrogate the eom))lainauls and 
the witnesses. 

Coles Pasha also attended to watcli the case on behalf of the police. 

After hearing some of the witnesses, it was considia'ed advisable to suspend from 
their functions the Mamour-cl-^Ierkn/, (or Mudir’s District Representative), tlie Com- 
mandant of Police of the Province, and another olllcor of police. 

The Mudir himself, on the insistance of the Ministry of Justice, was ordered, 
after sonv; detmir, by the Ministry of the Interior, to pi-cscnt himself l)cfore the 
Commission of Inquiry, to l)e examined as to the part he had taken in the affair, and 
proceeded to Zagaxig for that purpose. 

lie gave his evidence, and the inquiry is still proceeding. The Mudir has returned 
to Cairo. 

(Signed) MARTYN FENWICK. 

Cairo, April 20, 1S90. 


No. 2S. 

Admiralty to Foreiyn Office.—{Received May 7.) 

Sir, Admiralty, May 3, 1890. 

I AM ctnnmandcd by luy l^rds Commissioners of the Admimlty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from the 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship "Landrail," datwl at Suakin the 1st ultimo, 
reporting his pi'ocecdings at various places on the Red Sea Littoral. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclos>ire in No. 28. 

Commander Croflon to Vice-Admiral Sir /I. Hoskins. 

Sir, “ Landrail," at Suakin, April 1, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to ivport that I left Suakin for a cruize on the 17lh March, 
returning here on the 25th. 

I anchored at Trinkitat on the evening of the 17th; the Suakin Government have 
now a dhow stationed thei-o manned by ten of the isdice force armed with ritles; their 
orders are to board all dhows arriving and search them for ammunition or arms; they 
<lo not land or interfere with the Dervishes. There were eight dhows in the i)ort 
diseh.'irging general cargo, chiolly sugar and dhourra; the Dervish liavc a force of 
llftccn men armed with rifles in the village. ‘ 

On the 19th IMarch 1 called in at Agig Seghir; this place was formerly occupied 
by the Government, and the aiichoragc appeal's a good one; thci'o is a camvan route 
to the interior, and water aud pasturage. The liort was closed during the war, and as 
[7U1] L 
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there is no fort, it has not been rcoccupicd. The people who used to live there have 
moved to the mainland opposite Agig l^dur Island, 10 miles further cast, where the 
Government is established in a safe position on the island, and any trade there is goes 
through tlus latter place. 

I proceeded on to Agig Bahdur and anchored there the same afternoon; after 
exchanging visits with the Mamour, 1 heard from him that two deserters from Abou 
Girgeh (the Dervish Chief) had just come in, and I was able to interview them; they 
were dressed in Dervish uniform and brought in a rifle, two swords, and ammunition; 
both were Soudanese Blacks belonging to the old Egyptian army; one had been in 
garrison at Senheit and the other at Khartoum, and after the evacuation they ioined 
the Dervishes. I took down their evidence and sent it to the Governor-General hero 
on my arrival. I learnt from them the composition of Abou Girgeh’s force as 
follows: 2,000 Arabs, mostly Nile men, and 600 Soudanese Blacks; they have 
800 rifles and 12 small guns, alnnit 'Ir^ioundcrs, 50 ca.scs of ammunition, and I'ach 
rifleman has a belt full of 60 cartridges. Alwii Girgcb has forme<l a camp at a place 
called Agithai, about 20 miles from Agig, where lie has cattle, women, and slaves. 
On the 18th March, leaving a guard behind, he marched with his force to the llal)ab 
country; this tribe is a j)Owerfu lone, occupying a great part of the country between 
Agig and Massowah; it is reported that Abou Gireeh wishes the Ilaliabs to join him in 
an attack on the latter place, but it is not likely thev will do so, as, though a powerful 
tribe, they have always liecn peaceably inclincxl; the Dervishes, however, have great 
prestige, and it is not easy to sry what effect their well-armed force may liavc on 
the Ilatobs when they And them in their midst. Abou Girgeh and Osman Digna 
arc reported to bo on unfriendly terms, and it looks as if the former was working only for 
himself, and had the intention of settling down and making himself Emir of a province 
of his own creation. The latter is still at Kassala, and is not supposed to have much 
following. 

Tlie deserters gave mo information that arms had hecn Intelv landed near Taklai 
by dhows from the Arabian coast, who were paid in slaves by Aliou Girgeh. Taklai 
is the place called Rarat on the Chart in latitude 17® 35' north, on the jmrt of the 
coast that has temporarily been placed under Italian surveillance. 

I left Agig on 20th, aud cruizcrl as far as Kas Knssar, and then stood to seaward 
outside the reefs, and stored northwards, and on the 22nd made ^(ahommed Ghoul, and 
anchored there. The Suakin Government have a small fort here, mounting two guns, 
and garrisoned by police under a Mamour. The place is imirortant on account of the 
valuable salt deposits near Ras Rawcj 7 ah, which are let by the Government for a 
yearly rental of 0,000/. Much of the salt is exiwrtcrl to Bombay. All was quiet, and 
no hostile Arabs or Dervishes had Irecn in the neighbourhood for some months. 

I left Tilnhommed Ghoul on 21th, .steering to the southward, and on the morning 
of the 25th called in at Mersa Sheikh Barud, a small harlrour from which slaves arc 
sometimes run. I then proceeded on to Suakin, arriving hero at 1 p.m. 

During the cruize nine dhows have been Imnlcd and found correct. 

The only news of importance here is that the reported death of the Khalifa 
Abdulla has been confirmed, and he is said to have Iwien poisonc<l; his death will 
probably ojpen the way to a further pacification of the Soudan. 

Relief is still being given daily to al)Out 2,000 starving .Arabs, and they arc 
grateful for what has bwn done. The Return of cxjwrts for last year gives an idea 
of the straits to which these poor people have been reduced ; out of a total of 11,000/., 
18,500/. is clas.scd as old silver, chiefly women’s ornaments, which have been sold to 
the Indian merchants. 

I did not see or hear anything of any Italian mcn-of-war during the lost cruize. 

I have, 

(Signed) D, CROFTON. 


No. 29. 


The Mariiuia of Salisbury to Sir E. linriny. 

(No. 108.) 

Sir, Foreiijn Office, May 8,1600. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 113 of the 27th ultimo re.spccting the caso 
of the Moudir of Dakalich and some police oflicials of that province who aro charged 
with having employed torture to extract confessions from certain prisoners acouseil of 
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briganda^; aud I approve the action which you took in the matter, and the views 
expressed in your despatch in regard to cases of this nature. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) S.VLISBURY. 


No. 30. 

Sir E. Barituj to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 10.) 

(No. 66.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. CmVo, May 10,1890. 

M. RIBOT is insisting strongly, through Tigranc Pasha, that the Egyptian 
Government should not appoint an .iVssistant-Dirct'.tor to the Museum at Ghizch. I have 
therefore thought it advisable, under these circumstances, to let Riaz Pasha understand 
the attitude of our Government, and have let him see the last paragraph but one of m^ 
despatch No. 07 of the 28th Pebruary, at which he seemed much pleased. With his 
liberty of action in this matter, I do not propose to interfere at all. If he can get 

i 'ood terms on the details of the Conversion negotiations still ponding, I imanne that 
10 will engage not to appoint an Englishman, hut tliat ho will not bind himself 
further. 


No. 31. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 45.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 11,1890, 8 A.M. 

I QUITE approve course proixised in your telegram No. 56 of yesterday respecting 
appointment of A^istant to present llcad of Ghizch Museum. 


No. 32. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 58.) 

(Tolcgrapliic.) P. Cairo, May 11, 1890,11 a.m. 

WITn rofcrcnco to my telegram No. 60 of the 10th instant, I learn that Riaz 
Pasha has instructed Tigranc Pasha to inform the French Government that if tlicy 
would bo willing to accept the proposal of including the Irri^tion loan in the Conversion 
project, ho would be ready to give an assurance that no Englishman should bo appointed 
at the Museum to the post of Assistant. It is, howov('r, improbable that any engage¬ 
ment will he taken, as there seems exceedingly little prosi)cct of this condition licing 
fuinilcd. 


No. 33. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 12.) 

(No. 145.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 1,1890. 

I IIAVE already had occasion in some of my provious dcs{)atchcs to iwint out to 
your Lordship that the progress made in the direction of medical science has hitherto 
been comparatively slow in Egypt. The true remedy for this state of things is, 
I venture to think, to be found not so much in increasing the European staff in the 
native hospitals, us in paying special attention to the education given to native students 
in the Medical Schools. A Commission was appointed to study this question, and Ims 
now made several recommendations, amongst the most important of which is tho 
apjiointmont of an English doctor to tho post of Professor of Practical Anatomy. I 
have tho honour to inclose the Order of the Ministry of Public Instruction carrying 
this recommendation into practical effect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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Inclosurc in Xo. 33. 


Extract from the "Journal Official" of April 30, 1890. 


Minittere de VInstruction Publique. 

LE Dr. Kcatinge, employ^ au Mini$t6rc do la Guerro, a nommd Professcur 
d’Anatomic Pmlique >\ I’ficolc* dc ilMccinc, it parlir du 2 ."j ^fars dernici*, au traitement. 
niensuel do £ E. 50. 

Le Caire, le S Ramadan, 1307 (27 Avril, 1890). 


No. ai. 

Sir B, Baring to the Marquis of Salisburu.—{Received Mag 12.) 

(No. US.) 

My Lortl, Cairo, Mag 2,1890. 

TWO men who have lately arrived from tho Soudan viA Suakin report that gi’cat 
distress provails throughout the whole country hetAvecn Berber and Omdurman, and 
cultivation is becoming vciy rare. The inhabitants of Bcrljor arc in a wretched plight 
for nnnt of foocl, but a considerable amount of grain and merchandize roaches tWt 
town from Suakin, tho greater portion of which probably finds its way to Khartoum 
and other jwrts of tho Soudan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 35. 


The Marquis of Duffierin to the Marquis of Salisburg.—{Received Mag 13.) 

(No. 79. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Rome, Mag S, 1890. 

IN conformity with tho instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 99 
of tho 2-^1 ultimo, I have tho honour to inform your Lordship tliat I addressed a 
semi'Ofilcial letter to Signor Crispi, inclosing an extract of Sir E- Baring’s dispatch 
complaining of the action of Captain Manfredi, of the Italian ship of war “Miseno,” 
in searching Egyptian vessels within Egyptian waters. 

I have the honour to inclose copy of Signor Crispi’s reply, incloein^ a verbatim 
Report by Captain ^lanfrcdi of his conversation with Colonel Ilollcd Smith, in which 
he represents himself to have stated that tho Italian vessel was eng^^d in a search for 
slave.'i, and not for contraband, and further to have excused himself for refusing to 
show his instructions on the ground that such a proceeding would have been contrary 
to tho Rules of the Service. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUEEERIN and AVA. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 35. 

Signor Crispi to the Marquis of Duferin. 

(Confident idle.) 

M. I’Ambnssadcur, Rome, le 7 Ma^, 1890. 

J’AI I’honncur d’accuscr nScoptiou do la lettre contldentiello dc votre Excollcnco 
cn date du 5 couraut, jiar laqucllo vous avez bien voulu me donner communication do 
deux Rapports dc Sir E. Baring et de ilr. Barnhani sur la couduitc du Capitaiuc 
Manfredi, Commandant de la gocletto Royalo “ Miseno.” 

Jo tninsmets ci-joiut it votre ExcoUcucc, a titre conlldcutiel, la copie du Rapport 
du susdit oflicier, dans lc<|Ucl il rend compte do sn conversation avee lo Gouvcrncur de 
Suakin. 

Par rexamen do co dooument votre Excellence puurra sc convaiucrc quo le 
Colonel II. Smith n’aura pas bicu compris ou no rapjiello pas les r^iionscs dc 
M. Manfredi. 








Car lo Commandant du “Miscno” rdpondit explicitcmcnt qu’il avait dcs instruc¬ 
tions do Massana, mais il ajouta quo les Ri^glcmcnts ililitaires nc lui permottaient pas 
d’on donnor communication. 

II no rdsulto pas qu’il oAt promis do rdponso ultdricurc; il ddclara quo la visitc 
dos “dhows” figyptions avait cu soulcment pour hut la rcchcrchc d’cscLaves. Et 
d’apr^s Ics dispositions do la Convention entro rltalie, la Grandc-Bretagno, et I’Egypte, 
signdc au Cairo lo 21 D«5ccmbrc, 1885, il mo scmblo qu’il avait Ic droit de visiter dans 
Ics caux do I’Egyptc des navircs Kgyptions souii^onntSs d’avoir Irord dcs esclaves. 

Jo suis entro dans ccs ddtnils avee votro Excellence pour vous montrer quo cc 
Ministiro n’a pas manque do sc renscigner sur los moiudres details du petit 6piso<lc 
qui a formd doruiCfromont I’objct do communications amicalcs avee cetto Ambassadc. 

Vouillcz, &c. 

(Signd) F. CRI8PI. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 33. 

Caplatn Manfrrdi to Italian Commandant at Masmeah. 

(Translatio)!.) Massowah, February 23,1890. 

I HAD hardly- arriverl at Suakin when I clearly perceived that my arrival was 
regarded with suspicion in the entire Government circle. 

On my visit to the Governor Colonel II. Smith, after the customary exchange of 
civilities, I was immediately asked why I had visited two dhows in Egyptian waters, 
that is, to the north of lias Kasar, and here I think it my duty to report to ray 
superiors the conversation which I held with the head of the Cousiuatc. 

The Governor. —Are your instructions verbal or written ? 

The Commandant, —Vorlwl and written. 

The Governor. —I wish to know your instructions. 

The Commandant. —I am sorry that I cannot communicate them, but it is forbidden 
by our Regulations to do so; I con only tell you that I visited the dhows to see if 
they had slaves on board. 

The Governor. —Good, I shall telegraph aliout it to Cairo, as I think that you 
have not the right to do this in our waters, although you eau do so in territory under 
your protection. 

The Commandant. —You have full right to do this, and I will telegraph to 
Massowah, and will compose the telegram here, which you shall read. 

And I telcgrapheil to you ns follows, composing my telegram in the presence of 
the Governor and Marcopoli Bey;— 

“ Naval Commandant, ^lassowah, 

“ Having visited two dhows to the north of lias Kasar, the Governor of Suakin 
has demanded to know my instructions, saying that he bad received no notice of a 
similar right. I answcroil that I could not show him my instructions, but that I had 
visited the dhows solely to sec if they contained slaves. 

(Signed) “ M.vnfkedi, Commander." 

After which he resumed the subject more calmly, saying to me:— 

The Governor. —Do you mean to say that you could also visit the dhows which are 
in port? 

The Commandant.—I certainly should not do so, but if they were outside Suakin 
I should visit them. 

The Governor. —And if you found slaves, what would you do ? 

The Commandant. —If I found them near Suakin I should tow them to you in 
order that you might decide about them, informing at the same time the superior 
authority of Africa, on whom I am always dependent. 

The Governor, —But an Egyptian ship of war could do the same thing at 
Massowah. 

The Commandant. —Certainly; and if it was a matter of slaves our Government 
would only bo grateful to her. 

The Governor.—Uavo you visited the dhows you found at Trinldtat ? 

The Commandant, —No, because they were in an Ej^ptian port. In spite of this, 
tlicir crows, which I disoovered were real Dervishes, who, moreover, received mo very 
courtoougly. 
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The Goveiiior. —Oh! you arc mistaken. They were not Dervishes, they are people 
of Tokar. 

TTie Commandant. —I can assure ^'ou that they were Dervishes, and followers of 
Osman Digna and Abu Ghei^ia; their characteristic uniform is too conspicuous to 
allow ono to be mistaken. 

And here the conversation ended, and I shortly brought my visit to a close; it 
was courteously returned without the above subject being again mentioned. 

ilie Commandant, 

(Signed) MANFREDI. 


No. 86. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 19.) 

(No. 163.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 10, 1890. 

I nAl'L the honour to fonvard a despatch from Mr. Barnham, of the ICth April, 
giving an account of affairs at Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inclosuro in No. 30. 

Consul Barnham to Sir E. Baring. 


Sir, Suakin, April 16, 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that no important change has taken place in 
the political situation since the date of my last despatch. 

I have, however, to report that the return of Osman Digna to Tokar is impending, 
that, according to information received from Trinkitat, he avouUI leave I^ssala for 
Tokar after the Fast of Ramadan. About three weeks ago he sent his nephew, 
Mobanuued ^loussa Digna, to Sheikh .:Vhmod Mahmoud, of Uaudoub, with the object of 
obtaining camcl-trans{)ort in that neighbourhood. Sheikh Mahdoub, of Tokar, has 
also been ordered to supply camels from tliat district. Indeed, from all accounts, 
Digna brings a large following, estimated by some at 1,500. There appear, however, 
to be a largo uuml^r of women and children among them, and all reduced !«• famine. 
Mohammed ^loussa Digna has stationed himself at Erkowit until the end of Ramadan, 
when he proceeds with transport to Kassala. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. BARNHAM. 


No. 37. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 63.) 

fTclcgraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 19,1890. 

PLEASE report what is being done in the matter of the amuission of Syrians to 
Egyptian Service, referred to in your desjiatch No. 110 of the 25th April. 


No. 38. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 19.) 

(No. 60.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, May 19,1890, 11*46 a.m. 

IN my despatch No. 140 of the 26th April last I brought the subject of the 
employment of Syrmns to your Lordship’s notice. Since then 1 have taken no further 
steps in the matter, os, before doing so, I should like to know whether my sug^tions 
meet with your Lordship’s approval. Should you agree, please send me a telegram, 
which I might show, authorizing me to report on the subject. 

The Egyptian Government should not be pressed to withdraw their decision too 
suddenly, os it avos made public. I propose that they should be asked to name a 
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Commission on winch the English element would Iks represented, for the purj[>ose of 
haying tho general question of examinations inquired into. The question ns to Syrians 
boin^ udmitted could then ho treated in conuectiou u-ith other matters, and no special 
public attention would he attracted. 


No. 30. 


Memorandum by Sir E. Hertslet. 

[With the Marquis of Dufferin’s No. 79 of ifay 8, 1890.] 

IT appears to me that the Italians have a Treaty right to search Egyptian dhows 
north of Has Kasar, in fact, anywhere in the maritime waters of Egypt. 

The Convention between this country and Egypt of the 4th August, 1877, contains 
this stipulation:— 

“ARTICLE VI. 

“ With tho view to tho more effectual suppression of the Traffic in Slaves (negroes 
or Abyssinians) in tho Red Sea, the Egyptian Government agrees that British cruizers 
may visit, search, and, if nccessaiy, detain, in order to hand over to the nearest and 
most convenient Egyptian authority for trial, ouy vessel which may be found engaged 
in the IVaffic in Slaves (negroes or Abyssinians), as well as any Egyptian vessel which 
may fairly bo suspected of being intended for that Traflie, or which may have been 
engaged in it on the voyage during which she has been met with. 

“ This right of visit and detention may be exercised in the lied Sea, in tho Gulf of 
Aden, on tho Coast of Arabia, and on the East Coast of Africa, and in tho inaritime 
traiers of Egypt and her dependencies." 

Italy acceded to this Convention by a Declaration signed between Groat Britain, 
Italy, and Egypt, on tho 21st Deecmlicr, 1885, and Her Britannic Majesty and 
the Khedive, in accepting the accession, declared that the Convention concluded 
between Great Britain and Egypt on the 4th August, 1877, should, from the date of 
that accession, become common to Groat Britain, Italy, aud Egypt, ns if originally con¬ 
cluded between the Governments of the thi-ce countries, anil that it was therefore 
understood that the rights aud the obligations respectively acquired and undertaken by 
Italy towards Egypt, and by Egypt towards Italy, on all the matters contemplated by 
the Convention of the 4th August, 1877, wore to bo identical with those ac({uircd and 
undertaken by Great Britain Cowards Egypt and by Egypt towards Great Britain. 

This would naturally give Italy a right to search Egyptian vessels in Egyptian 
waters if suspected of Innng engaged in the Slave Trade. 

But in alay 1887, in eonsoqucnco of tho strained relations which then existed 
between Italy aud Abyssinia, Count Corti rciiuestcd, on behalf of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment, that, as a tompo.iary measure, Italian snips of war might exercise the sur\'cil- 
laneu of tho Red Sea from Massowah to Has Kasar, “ commo point de partition entre 
la surveillance Italicnnc ot la surveillance Anglaist: le long dc la cote do la Mcr 
Rouge.*’ 

This request was complied uith by Lord Salisbury in a note to Count Corti of tho 
8 LstMay, 1887 (see copy annexed); but this did not, I imagine, interfere with tho right 
which Italy acquired under her Convention with Egypt of tho 21st Dcccml)cr, 1886, to 
search Egyptian vessels in tho Rod Sea or in tho UMuritimo waters of Egypt suspected 
of being engaged in tho Slave Trade. 

But although the Captain of tho Italian shij) of war “ 3ilisono ’’ may liavo been 
strictly within his legal Treaty right in searching dhows in Egyptian waters, it would have 
boon better (ns pointed out by Sir E. Baring in his No. 124 of the 9th April last) if ho 
had confined his operations to the Italian sphere as defined in tho Agreement of the 
Slst May, 1887, and not gone into Egyptian waters to the north of Has Kasar. 

(Signed) E. UERTSLEI. 


Foreign Office, May 22,1890. 
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No. 40. 

Sir E. Raring to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received May 24.) 

(No. 158.) 

Jly liOrtl, Cairo, May 18, 1890. 

I TIAVK the honour to report to your Lordship fl»e i)rocee<lin!fs which have lately 
taken place on the subject of the.appointinout of .an Assistant Director to the Musouiu. 
As your l.onl.ship will rememhor, I h.a<l ]m>posod in niy despatch No. (57 of the 2Sth 
February to make a certain communication on tliis subject to the Ivjfyptian tlovern- 
ment. The terms of this communication weri* approved by your Lordship, but it was 
.subsequently deeuhul to allow the incident to drop for tiie moment, in view of the 
resumption of the negotiations for the conversion of the debt. 

Tlie (|ucstinn bas, however, again come to the front in the course of these 
negotiations. On the 7th .May Nlr. I’nlmor and Tigrane Pasha, tlie Kgyjtliau Dtdogates 
in Paris, telegraphed to their Government that M. Hibot, after promising to examine 
tin* question of the suppression of the French Post-ofllce in Egypt, has expr«\ssed u 
hope that, as a n^sult of this proof of his friendly s«*ntinu*nts, he would receive an 
assumnee that the Museum (piestion .should not be raisixl again. No answer was 
returned by tin? Egyptian Government on this point, and, on the 9th instant, the 
"Delegates telegrajdied again, asking if they might give an assumuec to M. Hibot to 
the olftH't that the Egyptian Government bad no intention of raising the (piestion or 
of appointing an Assistant to M. Grebaut. 

'I'liis tciogi'nm was shown to me, and I thereupon made to Ilia/. Pasha the 
communication which had already received your Lordship’s ajiproval ainl which was to 
the elTecl that ‘’although ihe proposals made by the Society for the Pre.scrvation of 
M-muments are of a nature to merit careful consideration, and .allhough Her Majesty’s 
Government trust that adequate ste))s will bo taken to proserve the monuments intact, 
at the same time they do not at all wish to insist on Ihe nomination of an English 
Inspector; that lln*y consider the matter is one which lies wholly within Ihe power of 
the 1‘gyptian Government to decide; and that they will be propared to supjiort the 
Jvgyptian Government against any foreign diplomatii? prc.ssure w hich may be brought 
to bear on them with a view to restricting their liberty of action.” Gn this latter 
point I bad licon authorized by your l/jnlship to give a vi'ry clear assiu’ance to the 
Egyptian Government. Ilia/. Pasha expressed himself much plca.sed with the attitude 
of Her Majesty’s tioi’crnmcnt as indicated by the above language. I roiiortod my 
action in this matter to your I/)rdshlp in my telegram No. .50 of the lOlh instant, 
and, on the following day, I had the honour to receive your Lonlship's tolegi’am 
approving the course I hail adopted. 

On the 10th instant lliaz Pasha sent the reply of the Egyptian Government to the 
request put forward by Mr. Palmer and Tigmue I’asha on this subject. The terms of 
this reply were, that if M. Hibot would agree to the whole of the C E. 1,750,000 
rcquiml for public works and commutation of pensions being included in the new 
omission of Pri'fercnci? stock, they w(*ro authorized to make the following declaration : 
“ Tout en reservaut son droit naturol et sa liberte d’action en ce qui concorne Ic 
Mu8<5e l5gypticn, Ic Gouvernemont l?gyption, en presence dos bonnes dispositions quo 
vient de teinoigner dans nos alVaires il. Ilil>ot, no voit jias d’inconv5nient a declarer 
qu’il ne nommera p.as un adjoint .Vnglais a M. Grclxiut.” The Egyptian Delegates 
having telegraphed on tin* 11 tb Ifay that it would be impossible to procun* the 
inclusion of a loan of C E. 1,750,(W)0 in the scheme, but that under certain conditions 
they might get a million. Ilia/. Pasha replied authorizing them to drop the ({ncstion of 
a new loan, and .adding: “ II ost bien entendu que, dans los conditions actuelles, vous 
nc devez jKis fairs? la declaration h M. Hibot a jwoposde .M. Gr5baut.” 

lljion the receipt of this message, Mr. Palmer telcgraidicd diix'Ct to mo to the 
elVcct that he and Tigi’anc Pasha were convinced that the hivnch Governmi?nt would 
not accept the Conversion l)ecr«*c without some such assuronce; that M. Hibot bad 
spoken to them on the subject from the (?ommencemenl of the negotiations; and that, 
as they considei-erl the question of small importanoe in comparison with the conversion, 
they had thought lhcmselvc.s able to tell him that there would be no difllcully in tho 
matter. Mr. Palmer begged me to urge Hia/. Pasha to send him at once the r«?quir(?d 
authori/4iliou. 

I informed Hiaz Pasha of the contents of the aliovo telegram. .\t the .same tiine, 
I refused absolutely to give any opinion as to the reply w’hich the Egyptian^ 
Government should send. 1 said that 1 had always maintained that the que^ion ol 
tho ap]>uintiuents to the .Museum staff was one which liolouged entirely and exclusively 
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to tlic Government of tlic Khtxlive, and that I liad never wished to interfere cxeept 
when it might he necessary to pi'otcct the Egyptian authorities from external pressun?. 
Rinz Pasha 8ut)sequently informed me that, in view of tin? urgent repn.'sontations 
made hy the Egyptian Delegates in this matter, he liad telegrqjhfid to them yesterday 
leaving them liherly, shotihl they think proper to d(j so, to give .M. Uihot an assumnee 
that an English Assistant to ^f. Grehaut would not be appointed. 

As tin; discussions o)i this suhjeel which took place a few nionths ago eansc<l a 
go^nl deal of friction, I thought it would he as well to call on Count d’Auhigny and 
loll him in gem'ral terms what had tak<'n place, lie wa* mncli ideased with the, 
communication which I made to him about tlic Ghizch ^luseinn, and, as regju-ds the, 
conversion negotiations, ho promised me that ho would telegraph to Paris to urge the 
French Government to include tiio Irrigation Loan in the gcueml armngement now 
under discussion. 

In my i)rcvious desi>atchcs on this subject I have informed your I>ir<Iship that 
what the Egyptian Governnunit more especially n'sentod was the l''rench intciderenec 
in a matter of internal administration which,* as Riaz Padia contended with givat 
reason, lay wludly within the competence of iln* Khedive and his advisers. 'I'lu y hr.d 
a fair right to ask for llnglish sujrport against any such intcrlerenec. That snpjrort 
they have ohtaiiu'd. 1 left the matter wiiolly to Riaz Pasha, witli a stnmg assurance 
that Her ^Majesty's Government would sn^rp irt their decision, whatevi'r it might i. -. 
Neither to Riaz, P.asha nor to any of his advisei-s did I give the smallest hint that i! v 
would do wisely to yield. Tlioy have yicldisl «)n tli.dr own inclination and hccanse. i i 
vi<’w more especially of the importance of the eoincrsion negotiations, they thought 
that it was in ICgyplian interests that they should do so. 

Rut although this d<rision has hcon perfectly sitontaneous, I do not on that 
.aeeounl wish it to Im? sup]>osed that I disagree with the decision of the Egyptian 
Government; on the contrary, not only do I think that in Egy,iliau inloi-esfs they havn 
done wisely to yield, hut, looking at the mailer from a pm-ciy English point of view, I 
am glad that they hav(* done so. Had they ttol yielded, their attitude wmdtl certainly 
have hi'cn altrilmled hy tin? I’rcneh to English influence. The hillerness which exists 
hetween the French and iinglish in Ofmncetinn with I'gyptian aflairs, ami which 
alre.ndy re(|nires much care and foresight to keej) witliin the hounds of moderation, 
would have hoen sensibly inerenstr<l, aiul that, for an object which is, after all, md one 
of very material interest to «*ithcr country. 

1 am aware that the decision of the Egyptian Govcrnm('nl will cans* some 
dissatisfaction and disappointment in En'.da.Ml amongst a niimhcr of gi'iitlemon who 
take an interest in the preservation of Ivgyp.ian monnuKMit.s, and whose opinions and 
wishes are entitled to the utmost respect and attemtion. The.sc gentlemen, most 
naturally and n'asonahly, regard the (piestion from a imrely arclueological and non- 
political point of view, rnfortnnalcly, tlie co)ulition of alTairs in P'gyjd is such as to 
render it im|)ossil)le to oxclnde altogether the political aspect of the case. 

As your Ixudship is aware;, the (question of nominating an 1'higlish Assistant to tlio 
Ghizch .Museum threatened at ojie time to assume the magnitude of a somcwliat 
serious diplomatie incident. 

L<»oking at the i|nestion fremi another point of view, I venture to observe tliat, 
although tlie generally hastilc attitude persistently assumed hy the French Govern¬ 
ment in connection with Egyptian questions is greatly to In: ivgretted, and materially 
arrests the j)wgri‘ss of reform in Egypt, at the same time 1 doubt whether it is on that, 
at.'eount advisaiilo to fan th<* flame of French irritation hy Iiostilo action on matters of 
secondary importance, in respect to which they are ])eenliariy sensitive. .Moro than 
this, 1 can Jindorstand the point of view from whicli a modemte Frenchman would 
regaixl this (pit'stion. He can point with some justitiahh' pride to theserviees nmdered 
l>y Franco to the cause of Egyptology, and lie can urge that, looking to the predominant 
position wliiidi in oilier malicrs England has acquiriid in Egypt, it is not a generous or 
a friimdly net to interfeiv in a purely seicnlilie Department which lias hcvctofoiv been 
conducted under French auspices. I think if the matter he eonsidonal fairly and 
im|)ariially it must he. rceogniz.eil that there is some validity in this argument. l.Tider 
all the.se circumstances I trust tlinl your I^onUliip will approve of the course which 
has been adopted. 

1 shouUI add that, without raising again the Imrning question of appointing an 
Englishman, I liope and lielievo tliat it will he {wssihlc to take adequate stiqis to 
preserve tlio ancient monuments. 

I have, &c. 

(Signtsl) E. HARING. 
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Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 24.) 

(No. 160.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 16, 1890. 

THE Annual Report of the Egyptian Postal Administration which has just been 
published, and copy of whicli I have the honour to inclose herewith, shows that con¬ 
siderable improTcmcut has taken place during the past year in the various branches of 
that Department. 

In examining this Report it will ho noticed that there has been an increase 
of 'l‘76pcr cent, in the amount of correspondence transmitted as compared mth that of 
the preceding year. Thus the numlwr of letters, parcels, &c., sent through the post 
during 1889 was 14,081,000, while the number transmitted in 1888 was only 
13,441,600. 

The number of post-cards used by the public has also been nearly tripled in the 
last five years. 

In the course of last year the postal service was extended to 170 new localities in 
the various proWncos, comprising a jwpulation of some 400,000 inhabitants. 

An important event in the Postal Administration was the suppression last October 
of the Austrian Post-office in Egypt. This act on the part of the Austrian Government 
shows the increased efficiency of the native service, and tends to remove much 
inconvenience. 'Die Postmaster-General quotes on this subject an extract from a 
Report drawn up by the Austro-IIungariau Chamber which runs as follows;— 

“ La multiplicity dcs bureaux do poste a toujours 6t6 uu grand inconvenient pour 
Ic commerce, mais elle etait jadis justitiec por Petat primitif dans Icqucl so trouvait lo 
service postal Egyptien. Aujourd’hui cependaut quo co scn'ice fouctionne ryguli^re- 
meut il ne saurait qu’fitrc avantageux pour le commerce, Ics Colonies, ct Ic pays, quo Ic 
service postal soit conccntr6 cn imc scule ct unique Administration.” 

The French Post-office now rcnuiins the only one left in this country, and the 
Government of the Republic, notwithstanding repeated representations, refuses 
persistently to abolish it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 42. 

Sir E. Monson to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 27.) 

(No. 167. Confidential.) 

My Lonl, Athens, May 19,1890. 

il. TRICOUPI askctl me yestonlay if I Imd had any recent information from 
Egjq)t, and, on my replying in the negative, said that he was afraid that the recent 
” n’ationality " arrangement was not working as satisfactorily as he had expected and 
wished, great difficulty existing in many cases in the way of the production of the 
requi.site documentary evidence. 

His Excellency then adverted to the nimours current as to fresh propositions 
from the Porto for the fixing of a definite date for the evacuation of Egypt by the 
British garrison. 

I said that, with roganl to Greek interests in Egypt, it seemed to mo that the 
llellenio Government ought to desire that the British occupation should l)o indefinitely 
prolonged, inasmuch ns tnerc could bo no doubt that the Gi'coks would find it much 
harder to deal with the Egyptians without the intervention and good offices of the 
British Representative, and the exercise of his legitimate inlluoncc in the settlement of 
pending questions. But that ujwn the main question of a proximate evacuation of 
the country' l)y Her Majesty’s forces, I must say that it did not appear to mo to l)o 
likely that* Her Majesty’s Government should decide upon such a step at a moment 
when it was clear that by their delil)erate publication of the opinion solemnly stated 
by Sir Evelyn Baring, that the maintenance of the present rate of improvement in 
Egypt depended upon the continuance of the British oecujmtion, they had given the 
world to understand that they entirely adopted and ratified the iwlicy advocaUxl by 
their Representative. 
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To my Russian colleague, who raised the question with mo the day before 
yesterday, I spoke in the same sense and just as positively. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 43. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E, Baring. 

(No. 121.) 

SiTi Foreign Office, May 28,1S90. 

I HAVE received your despatch No, 168 of the 13th instant, rc|)orting t!jc 
circumstances under wliich the Egyptian Government have authorized their Delegates 
in Paris to give the French Government an assurance that an English Assistant will 
not be appointed to the ^luscum at Ghizeh. 

The course which you have pursued in this matter is approved by Her Majesty’s 
Government, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. -44. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 165.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 20,1890. 

A CONSIDERiVBLE amount of public attention has been directed to a case of 
brigandage that was recently bcfoiu the Native Tribunals. The accused jicrsons wore 
condcmne<l by the Court of First Instance, and subsequently acquitted by the Court 
of Appeal. There is, I am given to understand, little moral doubt of the guilt of 
some of the jiersons in question, but it was imi>ossiblc to procure a conviction, as the 
evidence brought against them consisted mainlv of unsupported confessions which, it 
was strongly suspected, had been obtained by illegal means. 

The (Tecision of the Court of Appeal has caused a good deal of dissatisfaction here. 
It is complained that the maintenance of public security in the provinces and of the 
authority of the Mudirs is rendered much more dilTicult by the fact that the Court of 
Appeal shows a tendency to adhero too strictly to the methoiis which obtain in 
countries whore legal procedure is in a more advanceil state than in Egypt, The 
Court, it is alleged, has refused to uphold convictions obtained in the inferior 
Tribunals whenever there has been a suspicion of the employment of torture to 
procure evidence, without considering the cases on their own merits. 

It is possible that, in some few cases, the Court of Appeal may have erred in the 
direction of applying too rigid a text to the evidence produced. Mr. Scott has 
cai’ofully studied the whole question, and I have the honour to inclose copy of a letter 
ho has addressed to the Minister of Justice both on the general subject and on the 
particular case to which I have had the honour to draw your Lordship’s attention. It 
w'ill be seen that Mr. Scott shart's the ojiinion of the Court tlmt the proofs in tliat case 
were insuflicient to uphold the conviction, though he thinks there was need of a 
supplementary inquiry. At the same time, he points out that in this, as in most of 
the cases in which the decision of the Court of Appeal has been questioned, the real 
cause of the failure to obtain convictions has been the extremely unsatisfactory manner 
in which the prosecution is conducted, and the total absence of independent proofs or 
facts tending to corroliorato the confessions which the Mudirs appear to consider 
sufficient evidence of the guilt of the accused. 

I have no doubt that Mr. Scott has indicatcil the true nature of the evil, and that 
the real rcmedv is to ho found in endeavouring to improve the manner in which the 
initial stages of criminal prosecutions arc nreparcil by the Mudirs and local authorities, 
rather tlian by a relaxation of the law and procedure onfoi'ccd by the Tribunals. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 










Inclosurc in Xo. Ik 

Mr. i^cott to the Eiji/plian Minister of Justice, 


M. Ic Ministro, Le Caire, le 17 Mai, 1890. 

LE Procurcur-G^nt'ml a on I'ohligoancc do ino fairo tradnirc toutcs les piiVjcs du 
dossier dc I'alTaire dc brigandage (rEi-nanu-a. .To Ics ai otndidcs avee beaucoup do 
soin, com]»arant lo .Tngcnicnt du Tril)nnal avee TArrot d'Acnuilteincnt do la Cour, II 
mo parait inutile do revonir sur U*s d<'*tails do I’instruotion, qui sont snfrisannnont 
connus. .le n'ai p-as la moindiv intention dc oritiquer nn .Tugomont ddfinitif dinanant 
dos Tribunaux 1/Ooaux on deniidrc instance. .lo iKnirrais mcme ajonter que je partage 
I'avis do la Cour, i\ s-nvoir, que les pjvuves do la oulpubilitd tolles qu'cllcs out dtd 
rdunirs par le Mondir, nc jnstifiaicnt jias unc condamnation, quoique Ic besoin d’nnc 
onqndte suppldmcntaii'c sc soit it mon avis fait sontir. II fant constatcr uno cbosc, 
c'ost quo dans I'alTaire prdsouto ct dans plusiours antres alTaires qui ont rdeeminent 
ocoupd I’csprit public, riustnietion a traite avee nne iiniM)rtanco capitalc Taven dcs 
incul|)<'*s, ])resquo exclusivemcnt a tout .mtro nioyon do prouve. Uno absence 
regnatable do ivoborebes des fails, ciro' nstanees ot temoignages tondant Jl inculpor 
ou discul|)er les accuses, so inanifestc dans la mar<;lic gdner:il«‘ do I'instnictinn. .Ic 
crois quo I’erreur pTOvicut do oc qtio d’onlinairo, lorsqnc I'instruotion sc fait devant 
les ^loudirs, Taven en gendr.il est eonsiddi'e eoinme tixip ddcisif, el qu’uno fois 
obfenn, d’nutns fails d’unc source imldpendante r.ipablt*s dc le coiroljorcr, soient 
consiildres oomme socondaircs ct nidnio iuutilc.s. Cette importance exagdrdo que les 
autoritds .'ittacbent it Tavou qui Icur parait indis|K>nsable, les anidiie jiarfois a se servir 
mdnie do mesiires inadmissibles dcvanl la loi. L’Anvt quo la Cour a immomt) dans 
cottc dernidre alTairc fournit unc prouve ds’lntante do ectto regrett.anle tondanee. 
.rajonterni que si rinstruotion avail etc f.'iitc dc manidre it u'nnir babiloinont tout<‘s 
les prenvos possibles, snggt'reos par les commoiu’ftmcnts do prouves eonstatdes, il last 
pi-obable quo li>s vmis coupablos aumient die livn'^s i\ la justice <*t eondanmds. 

Utant doune iiuc depuis le 12 .Tnin, 1889, les Moudii-s sont invostis du pouvoir 
d'inslniire tons les grands pro<?ds, je crois trds utile do rajUKder a lour attention la 
vraie inanidre do reidiorcber los preuves s<‘ rattaclmnt anx crimes et delitset suivant 
inoi, il n’y a qu’un inoyen de le fairo, e’est do pwmnlguer uno Clrcnlairo j\ cot elTet. 
Voiei les trois points sur lesquols, a mon avis, cidtc Circulaire dovrail jiortor: 

Itap]wl(T rattention do tout employd du Oouvomcment:— 

1. Sur I'Article 117 du Code I’dnal (pii porte sur les manvnis traitements des 
fonctionnaircs publics iS I’dgard dcs jKartienliers, traitements (pii sont pnnis jxir In 
ddtention a temps et par la jierte a jamais d'aueuno fonelion juiblique; 

2. Sur rinutilitd commo prouve do raven, cxccpti* dans le c.a.s oil I’inculjM' I’a fait 
libroment et en presence du .luge; 

S. .Sur la ndecssitd, mdmo si un avou est obtenu d’uno maiiidrt' legale, do Tappuyer 
par tons les nutre.s moyons do jircuves, et dc n’oublior jamais quo raven n’cneliainc inis 
le .Tugc, mais n’est pour lui qn’un dldment de conviction. 

Vcuilloz, &e. 

(Signd) SCOri’. 

P..S.—En cc i|ui conccnic les nveux qui ont dt«' parfois ecartds jxir la Cour ot oela 
par la raison <|u’ils avniont dtd arnielies par unc jircssion illdgalo, jo n’insisto p.a8 
seulomont sur lo cas d’EMlamin; ear il y a on d’autres cxcmples do pw'ssioa, dont la 
eonstatation a old failo d’nne fa(;on irrdlXitablo, et qui so trouvent ddtailU'>s dans lo 
Unpport du Procureur-Gdm'ral du 11 Mars, 1890. II rdsulte claircmeiit dc ec ll.api>ort 
quo los autoriti^ so sont engngdes dans la mauvaiso voie que j’ni indiquco plus bant. 
Dans toutes los alTaires oitdes jNir b* l’rocur<'nr*Geiidinl, lo fait di' la torture a 6t6 
pixuive par dcs exiicrtises mddieulc.s. Les oas cites, qui sont an nombn' do noiif, out 
tons dto pnitiqucs dopuis 188^, ens oii rinstnielion s’ost appuydo prineipalcmeiit si 
non imiquoment, sur raven qui a dd dire 11^010 sommairemont par la Courd’.Appol 
pour causi' d’illdgalite. 
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No. d5. 

Sir E. Earing to the ^farguis of Salisbury.—(Receivect June 2.) 

(No. IOC.) ’ 

^ly Lord, Cairo, May 21, 1890. 

I II.VV E tlic honour to inclo.so copy of n letter from Consul Bnrnhmn, datc<l 
the 11th ^lay, 1890, in wliicli he roports the movements of Ahoii Girgch and of the 
Dervishes near Sunk in. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


luclosurc in No. *15. 

Consul Barnham to Sir E, Baring. 

Sir, Suakin, May 11, 1890. 

I II.VVE the honour to roiwrl that Alwu Girgch lias left Tokar for Khartyiim, 
in answer to a summons from the Khalifa. lie travels viA llandouh and Berlier, and 
is expected to arrive at llandouh to-day accompanied hy tin; Baggams and .laaleens 
who wore with him when at Tokar. 

His departure is due to the pei'sonal enmity which exists between himself and 
Osman Digna, who wrote to the Khalifa representing that .\hou Girgch would not 
oliey his owlers. 

it is possihlo that he may remain at llandouh and communicate with the 
authorities here, or perhaps with my.sclf. On many ocreasions of late he has shown a 
desire to enter into friendly relations with the Suakin Government. I may mention 
that when Her Majesty's ship “Fearless” passed A gig Saghir on her recent cruize 
after slaves, Aiiou Girgeh’s party were seen on the shore. One of the Dervishes 
w.avcd a white flag, hut it was not thought prudent to send a boat ashoiv, and a gre.at 
opportunity was lost. 

Many people have gone to llandouh from .Suakin during the past few days, many 
from mere curiosity, and I exjicct wc shall soon have lu'ws of ^Vhou Girgi'h’s intentions 
and the exact force with him. On the whole, he is likclv to obey the Khalifa’s orders 
and go to Khartoum, for there are several members of his family there, and I believe 
at Berlier also. 

Meantime, .Vhmed Mahmoud has bccoine more aggressive. Ilis pickets have 
lieen met within 5 miles of the town, and threaten to shoot any who approach. 

IVhen the Governor was riding on the plain a few days’ since, he came upon a 
Dervisli^ picket, and the Chief ot his escort (a nephew of Osman Oigna) deserted. 
Several jiorsons have lately gone over to the Hamloub Dervishes, none, however, of 
real importance. The Nakil of the Ashrafs deserted about six wer'ks since, because ho 
could engage in Slave Trade ojierations from llandoub with a freer liand than at 
Suakin. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) ir. I). BARNlI.iM. 


No. 10. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received June 2.) 

(No. 107.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 22,1890. 

IN continuation of my desjiatch No. 113 of the 27th ultimo, on the subject of the 
alleged torture of iirisoncrs in uakahlich, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a letter addresswl by the Procun'ur-G(^n6rat of the Native Tribunals to the Minister 
of .Tustici', giving the result of the preliminary investigation which has been held in 
connection with this affair. 

Your Jxirdship will sec that, while the members of the jxilieo force implieatiHl 
have liecn sent for trial, the Mudir himsi'lf has been accpiittod in consequence of the. 
want of ovidcucc to cstabli.sh his guilt. 

The effect of this acquittal is not to oxeul]Kito the Mudir from the nccusations 
that liave been brought against him. Should any now grounds come to li^ht it will 
still be po.ssible to take further proccctlings in the matter, and the Mudir Mill not 1 mi 
able to iilcad that he has already liecn aciiuitted. 

[701] 
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Under these circumstances, I was ver^ much surprised to leani a few days ago 
that the Council of Ministers had, at the instance of Riaz Pasha, recommended tno 
Khedive to bestow a decoration upon the ^ludir of Uakahlieh. I at once spoke to 
his Highness on the subject, and jiointcd out the extreme unwisdom of such a course, 
and the verj' bad effect that would thereby be produewl both in the country itself and 
upon public opinion in England. I have since been given to understand that, for the 
present at all events, the idea has been dropiicil. 

I have, &c. 

(Signctl) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. M). 

Extract from the "Journal Officiel" of Mai/ 17, 1800. 


MiSISTftitB DE h\ JCSTICE. 

LA leltre suivantc aetd adivsseeu la date du 12 !Mai h son Excellence Ic [Ministro 
dc la .Justice par M. Ic Proimrcur-Gdiidral pres Ics Tribunaux Indig5nes :— 

“Le .lugechargd de rc.xaincu de ratTaire relative aux tortures inlligdes au cours 
dc I'instruction dirigee |Kir le Moudir de la Province dc Dakahlieh, au ddtcuus accuses 
de I’attaquc dc I’Ezlich d'Oniar Aga Alidin, a pris les decisions suivantes;— 

“ 1. Renvoi devant la Chambre Criminclle de: 

“Ibrahim Effendi Fehmi, Commandant do Police dc la Jloudirich dc Uakalich. 

“ Mohammed E^fTendi 8.adik, ]^(nuumr Marzak dc jMit-Ghamr; Abou Leila 
Effendi, cx-Maoun de Police de Markaz de Mit-Ghamr. 

“ Ali Gliafar ct Mahrous, soldats dc jiolice. 

“ 2. L’nccjuittcmcnt du iloudir de la Province do Dakahlieh ct do I’ccrivain Gabriel 
Effendi i>ar suite du manque dc preuves etablissaiit lour culpabilite. 

“Cette Oitlonuance du .luge d'liistructi..u a etc contirmec par la Chambre du 
Consoil h la date du 11 Mai coiimut.” 


No. 17. 

;?ir E. Barinij to the Mar</uis of Salisbury.—{Receited June 2.) 

(No. 108. Seeivl.) 

My Lortl, Cairo, May 21, 1890. 

THE recent negotiations with the Porte on the subject of the evacuation ol 
Egypt, of which .some accounts have appeai-cd in the mnrsjiapcrs, have a good deal 
unsettled the mimls of the public here. 

I trust before the negotiations go any further that I may he permitted to offer 
some observations on the subject. 

ft is uniKTi'ssaiy to in<|uire at any length into tlic (picstiou of whether the 
Britisii occupation is or is not [Kipular in Egypt, ft is one to which it is diflicult to 
give a conclusive or really sitisfaetory reply. Tliat any foreign rule in Egypt should, 
ill the fullest sense of tlie term, be popular, is, of course, impossible. Diffcroiiccs of 
race, religion, language, and habits of thought effectually prevent any such consum* 
matioii. It may, however, lie said with certainty that the British occujiution weighs 
on the people as lightly as is possible, that the gwid conduct of the troops is 
univcrsallv rtvognized, that British interference is mi much disguised as to prevent the 
rnon* unpii'asant features of fondgii domination iK-ing constantly thrust before the eyes 
of the iK“Oj)l<‘, thill the number of English ofVicials is limited to what is absolutely 
necessary to insuiv the cllleienl working of the machine of government, and that 
almost .all classes—more cs|M;ei:ilIy the p«iirt>l —ix'Cognizo the iMMielits which have 
iiecnnHl to them from the just and ordenv government of the last few years, .lust 
and onlcrly government fniin the hands of its rulers. In* they fort'ign or native, is all 
that the mass of the jicoplc of Egypt at present demand. I do not sav that this state 
of things will last. As ci\ iliziition and education iidvanir, new wants will 1 k' developed, 
and new scntinients, Imsisl loss on material and, to a greater extent, ou monil 
considcnitions, will, without doubt, sjiring up. If the English were to rule this 
country for fifty yeai's, they would, without doubt, elfiKit very givat impi-ovomcnts. 
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but I should doubt whether Huglish ruhi would then bo so popular as it is now. A 
new generation woiild liavo sprung up which would Iw unmindful of the abuses of tho 
past, and would only sec the moiv distasteful aspwts of ibieign domination. There is 
now indeed a small, and, as 1 Iwlicve, diminishing number of pwple who inveigh 
against British interference. They mostly Indoiig to the privilegiHl classes. Hut I 
strongly susp<,*ct that, if tho real sentiments even of tliis class could btr ascertained, it 
would be found that, although they abuse us for staying, they would he dismayc<I if 
wc took them at their word and withdrew. I well rmnemhor the s:iine plnise of public 
opinion twciity-six years ago in the Ionian Islands. 

Kven, however, if it Imj assiuntHl that the continu<xl occupation of Kgypt wer*' far 
more unpopular than I holieve it to he, my opinion on tlie subject would not Ins 
materially alteretl, for 1 hold that the Egyptian.s themseivt's an* singularly ineai>ahlc 
of judging what, in respect to this point, is best in their own interests. The (piestiou 
should U' decided for them, and not by them. 

liCaving, therefore, aside any furthi'r e.\nmination of these subsidiary jioints, 1 
propoM' to address myself to the question of whether, in the event of evacuation taking 
place at once, a Government alTording any solid guniautces of stability would l)c left 
to rule over Egypt. I look to stability as tho only sound standard by which this 
question can he judged. It is neith<>r necessarj* nor desimhlc to adopt a higher 
standard. Minor imiKTrections may be (rondoiKnl or ignored, hut stability is essontLnl. 
If w(; leave behind us a Government which, so far ns can at presi'ut be judged, is 
likely to manipulate the material with which it has to deal in such a manner as to 
render reocenpation at no very distant periwl inx*essary, surely the main argument in 
favour of evacuation falls to the ground. 

Can wc, therefore, leave l>eliinil us a Government presenting suflieicntly .solid 
guarajitoes of stability ? 

Ixit me beg your Lordship to eonsidi;r the hnwid features of the system under 
which this country is now governed. It is difllcult to descril>c, and, when it is 
deserihed, it is still more diHieult to appreciate its practical working unless it be by 
those who have been not only resident in Egypt, hut also behind the scenes of 
Government in Cairo. 

When it is said that a despotism, or a llepnhlie, or a Constitutional ^lonarehy 
exists in some other country, a »-ough idea, at all (>vcuts, is conveyed of the general 
principles under which the government of the countrv is carricil on. Hut 1 know of 
no single phrase which is capable of giving the least idea of the system of government 
which prevails in Egypt, neither do 1 l)eHevo that anything really analogous to that 
system exists in any jjart of the hahitahlc globe. The greatest degree of similarity 
exists between Egypt and tho other iwrls of the Ott«>man dominions, but even in this 
case the differonees, uiwm which 1 need not dwell in detail, are very striking. In 
some respects the government of Egypt is a pure despotism. Ten yeais or less ago it 
presented all tho usual faults of a had Oriental di'simtism, on which some of the least 
desirable pnxlucts of European eivili/.ation had h(a.m grafted. Since the Hrilish 
occupation it has been a ]>:ttcrnal (lcsi>otism. 

On tho other hand, in n'.sjM'et to somi;of (he most important attributes of Govern¬ 
ment, notably, tho power to legislate and linaucial administration, the Egyiitian 
system iitvolves cheeks and restraints of the most emliarntssing nature which ate 
unknown in those countries where the E.vceutive is most under the control of the 
I>opular w ill. 

I need not dcserihe tl>e nature of tho.se tvslriclions iu detail. Tiiey arise (l> from 
the itositiou of the Khedive as a stuni-sovoreigii I'rinee depemdent on the Sultan; 
(2) from the Capitulations, which confer exterritorial riglils on tho subjects of 
Eiinqtean I’owers; (5) from the financial engtigemenls taken liy the Egyptian 
Government to the I’owei-s of Europe; tind (1) frem the existence iu h^gypt of 
International Hoards, wl.ose duly it is to coulml Ihe Piihlie Debt, the Railway .Vd- 
ministration, and tho Slate Dumnins. 

This brief statement does not, however, I'nlly represent the degree of foreign 
interference to w hieh Egyjit is exposed. Even w here no Treaty rights exist, strong 
diplomatic pressure is constantly Inanight to hear on the Egyptian Goverumeut in 
matters of detail connected with ihe administration. 

The judicial system is also very complicated. No l<!ss than foiur concurreut aud 
sometimes couilicting jurisiliclions’are iu force, namely, the Mixed Courts, tho 
Consular Courts, the new Native Tribunals, aud tho Ctwli’s Court. 

J^ookiug to tho administrative work of the Goverumeut, it is to bo observed that 
in almost every Department cousiderahle reforms have been made, but the stability of 
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these reforms depends almost wholly on the maintennnee of the authority of those 
English oflicials who, whilst nomiiuilly oircupying subonlinatc positions, constitute in 
reality the Iwckbonc of the Administration. 

I have so far only alludcil to the very complicated nature of the machine of 
government. If, now, we look to the com|)osilion, the stat<‘ of education, and the 
prevailing o])inions of the classes who have to he governed, the dilTieulties of the 
problem which has to he solved l»ccome even more apiiarcnt. 

The events of 1882 (st*e «nore cspirially “ Mgypt No. 1(5, 18S2”) show the 
amount of savage fanaticism which underlies tin* surface of Egyptian .society. This 
may at any time take the form of an outhrt'ak against Kiiropcans or against the 
Christian races of the luist, who, csj)ecinlly the Syrians, arc greatly disliked hy the 
Mahommednn population. Account must also l>c taken of the strong anti-Turk 
fwling, which found expression in the revolt of Anihi, and which, although dormant, 
is very far from Iwing extinct. It has also to he romemhcnxl that any attonpt to 
return to the aliases of the past in such matters, for instance, as the di.strihution of 
water, would at once evoke great hostility towanls the I’asha class, which might (easily 
take the form of agrarian riots. Theix* can he no doubt that the effect of tlie Itritish 
occupation has Itccn to make the Pasha class unpopular, for tlic humhlest hdlah is 
able to .sc<’ that the huroi>can lotcigner does more for his laMtelit than the foreigner who 
is a Turk. 

The ))rosent state of things, therefore, is that the work of government in Hg.vpt 
pri'scaits very consi<lciahle dilllculties, alt the more so hecau.se the people have Ittjcomo 
m some degree accustonusl to the iK'nelits of an imjirovinl administnition; in 
onler t > c’ojx' with this work the machine of governmeitt is singularly intricate and 
coniiilicatisl, and, ntore t’Sliccially, is of a nature t<» disseminate authority to a degroe 
unknown in any other country, whatsoever he its political institutions. 

The n'asons why a system so radically dcftvtive in princijile ha>» given fairly good 
results during the last few years are twofold. In the lirst place, the pro.sence of si 
Hritish artny in Pgypt has oll'ereil a solid guarantei* for the maintenance of public 
order. In the second place, the pnxlominance of Hritish intluencc has enforotHl 
attention to the wisi; and moderate counsels tcmlcred hy the various English officials in 
the seniw of the Egyi>tian (lovcnnncnt. 

If oni-H' the army he withdniwn, Hritish inllucnce, though it may still carry 
considerable weight, will of ni.t*Cssity diminish. The hands of the ornKments of 
progPi'ss will he strengthened; a credulous and ignoKuU jxipulalion will lend a ready 
car to the misrepresentations ol English action which will certainly l)o laid laTon? 
them. 1 greatly doubt whether French hostility to everythijtg Englisli will he in tiny 
degtve mitigated. On the contrary, 1 believe that, after tin* Hritish garrison has 
been withihwwn, the French will never rost (piict until they have undermiiuxl English 
influence and legained the jKisition they formerly held in Egypt. The Native Govern- 
mont will, to a much greater extent than at pivscnt, he not oidy nominally hut jvally 
the agency which will liavc to dirort the complicated machine of which I have given 
a very brief and imperfect sketch above. 

1 have no wish to sjM'ak harshly of the Khedive or of his Mini.stcrs. 1 iKdicvc 
them to 1)0 animated with rcjilly good intentions. Hut, on the other hand, a long 
experience of Egyptian affairs h.’is Ted me to the conclusion that they aiv incaivahlc of 
manipulating hy themselves a auachinc of such remarkable intricacy and com]>licatiou 
as tlic jn-esent Government of Egypt. 

It is not only that the present race of Egyptians are indilfcrent administrators, 
and that there are hut few signs of improvement in the generation now springing up. 
What strikes me more than this is the incapacity of most Egyptians to realize in any 
con.sid«Tablc degree the springs of action which move .society whether in Egyj)t or 
or elsewhere. 

The Arahi revolt w.ns in gnat measure brought about hy ignoring the elementary 
principles of conduct which should guide any (iovernment in dealing with a Inxly 
of arnuMl men. The Soudan rebellion w.as the* result of sheer misgovernment. If it 
would not unduly lengthen this despatch 1 would bring to your i/>rd.ship's notico 
numerous instance's, some unimnortant iu thcmselvi's, hut which arc sufficient to show 
how ignorant the Egyjifian .Mii.istcrs are of the art of governing; how little capable 
they are of conciliating interests wt>!'*h it is im|K>rtnnt that they should conciliate; 
how at oni.' time they are weak where they should he strong, and at another time Iwnt 
on making no conci'Ssions in cases where conc<‘vsion is lH)th ncc<»sjiry and desiniblo; 
how, whilst often unduly apathetic, they will at other times raise hurniug questions 
with inconceivable rashness; and, geucrally, what little tael aud circumsinjctiou they 
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show in ninnipulating the extremely delienfc maeliinc of government over which they 
arc* called uiwn to preside. 

anticipations jnay Iw cn-oncoiis. It is, of conrse, iiuimsihio to predict at 
what time and in what manner a collapse inav take place. But, certainly, when I 
look at the work that wilt have to he done should tlie British army withdraw, and at 
the agenev whicli is alone availahh* for the iierformauce of that work, 1 can only say 
that the chances of failure arc far gr<*atcr than those of success. 

It is true that Her Majc*sty’s Government might obtain a right to reoccupy 
Egypt ill ease of necessity. But*. aiKirt from the fact that, in the Wolff Convention, 
the conditions attached to tin* cxei*eisc of tliis right were, as I vciiliire to think, open 
to some very strong ohjcctions, it is to In; observed that it «*ould not lie cxciviscd until 
an amount of, [Kwliaps, iiTenK“diable harm had bcmi done, and until a coudition of 
things had lH*cn brought aliout which would of itself Ix’ coiideiniiatory of the policy of 
original evacuation. Eurther, I cannot hut think that the risk of serious trouble with 
Fi*aiice, which constitutes the main diUnailty of the Egyptian ijiicstion, would he ns 
^reat, and pcrha|vs greater. In the very pisihahh* case of reocou|)ation, than it would he 
if the pivscnt state of atfiiiis were allowed to continue. 

Is it not possible to find some other solution ? The main facts of the Egyptian 
{piestion arc clear enough. It is unncc<‘ssnry to impiiiv whether the uriginnl ficcuiKi* 
tioii was cither necessary or (Ic.siinhlc. I'or iny own part, I rcgivt that it mer took 
jilaec. It is clear, however, that at the time the phslges of evacuation were given, the 
whole Egyptian question was very imjicrfcclly ajqirceiated or undi*rst(KHl. Those 
ph-dges cannot now he caiTiiHl oiii without the most serious risks. If the risk of 
serious tixnihh* with Ei*ancc 1m* left aside, no solid argument rc'inains in favour of 
ev.acuatioii. Even amongst Fieiichmcn I cannot hut think that then* must lie many 
who must see the imjiossihilily of withdrawing the English troops. Would It not lx; 
jiossihlo to state the tacts fi-ankly—if not at once, then when some favourahle diplo* 
matic opportunity arises—anil to add that, for some long time to come at all events, it 
will Ik* impossihlc to give (*tfect to our pledges ? The peiNistont hostility of the* French 
to English policy in Egypt aflimls in itself some not unrcasoiiahlc ground for the 
adoption of this attitude. 

I have, &c. 

(Signcil) E. BARING. 


No. 18. 


.S'lV E. Burimj to the Murqui* of Snllsbiirif.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 109. Secret.) 

My IkiiiI, Cairo, May 21, 1890. 

IT is no easv matter to find out what is flic real state of public opinion amongst 
the natives of tliis country, I mean more esjiccially amongst the Arab population, 
whether urban or rural. 

I never, however, miss any opjMirtunity of finding out all 1 can on the suhjwt. 

A short time ago I asked .Mr. ICvaiis,an Englishemployii of the Egyntiaii (iovern- 
ment, to put down for me any impressions ho liad deriviKl from travelling aliout in 
the country. !Mr. Evans .siicaiis .Vrahic jicrfectly, and his oillcial duties oblige him to 
tiiivcl frequently in the provinces. He is then brought in contact with the people to 
a greater extent than is the case with most Euroiwaiis. 

I have the honour to inclose a cojiy of Mr. Evans’ Memorandum. He confirms 
what I have hcaixl from other sources in connection with the growing (lopularity of 
the English, the ^ood iin|)rcssion pr-iduceil hv the action of the Irrigation Officers, 
the dislike cntcrtaiiu.'d by the iwasantry to the Turks and upiH*r cla.ss<*8 generally, and 
the strong feeling whicli exists against the .Syrians. “It would lie iinjiossihlc,’’ he 
says, “to cxaggcifite the bitterness of the iieasantry of certain districts against the 
la^c landed proprietors." Further on, he s’lys, “ On one iMiint I am very clear; it » 
this: that were the English to leave Egypt to-morrow, the Turks and the Syrians 
would all Im* turned out of the Govcrnincnt service, or there would lx* another revolu¬ 
tion. The Greeks, usurers as some of them arc, are not half so disliki*il by the 
fellahis*!! ns the Syrians and the Turkish ‘zevats’ (nristoi*mey) and the Turkish 
otllcials." 

If this were an isolated expression of opinion, I should attach less importance to 
it. But the tcstiinonv 1 from time to time receive from various sources leads me to 
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believe that ^Ir. Evans' new is quite correct. I have only reported homo a small 
portion of the evidence which has led me to this conclusion. I may, however, refer 
your Lordship, inter alia, to the rcimrts of Mr. Forster and Mr. Garstin (see my 
dcspntches No. 138 of the 2-lth March, and No. 192 of the 17<h May, 1888). 

I have, «Skc. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. IS. 

Memorandum hy Mr. Evans. 

(Private.) 

I BELIEVE that the feeling of the fcllaliccn towards England and the English 
has comj)lctely changed during the past four or five years. There can be no doubt 
that Anibi and his party were looked uimn by the immense majority of the fellaheen 
as their friends, and they considcrcil the English as their enemies. I travclletl in the 
pronnccs in 1881 and 188r> with Sir Edgar Vincent, and was struck with the reticence 
of the village Sheikhs; their opinion on everything was ns colourless as they could 
make it, and one could not help thinking that they had a great deal which tlicy did 
not wish us to know. To-day, wherever I go, I find them much heartier and a lot more 
outspoken. The re.nson is that they arc beginning to understand us and our motives, 
and to see that we act up to our promises. Several of the reforms we have introduced 
have l)eeu so thorough and so striking that every fellah in the country has Insen 
touched by them. 

I have never met any one in the most remote villages who does not know that the 
English have abolished the coiurbash, and that asl ong as they renuiin in the country no 
Mudir or Pasha can use it with impunity. The attempts which have Ireen made to 
replace the eorvdo with paid voluntary labour have Iwen watched with intense interest 
and appreciation by the fellahecji, and it would Imj difllcult to overstate the grcat value 
which they attach to the improvement of the irrigation and the just distribution of 
water oji the part of the Public AVorks. The fellaheen arc not so stupid as not to know 
that these and many other things have been done by the English, and that they would 
not have bccji done had the English not come into the (iountry. 

ire, I think, hopelessly out of 
»f the population arc simply 
The fellaheen are enthusiastic 
official Turks gcnemlly, and 
the “ sawats ” are invariably cool and indifferent, and very often offer a great deal of 
passive obstruction. I am sure every Englishmau who has had much h) do in the 
provinces must have felt this. 

The Public AA'orks officcre must have had, at the commencement, a lot of uphill 
work, but they arc to-day the most (mpular men in Egypt. Their treatment of the 
rich and poor-alike, ns regards the supply of water, has given the English an immensir 
prestige amongst the fellaheen. It would Ihj difficult to exaggerate the extent of tho 
good repute and respect which these officers have, by the honest distribution of water, 
earned for themselves and for English people generally. Tho French engineers of the 
Public AA'orks never came in touch with the fellaheen. A very re.s|)cctable village 
Sheikh was surprised the other day when I told him that there had l)ccn French 
engineers at the Public AA’orks. lie thought all the engineers of the Public AA’orks 
were Turks and Arabs until the English came. 

Such places as Menzaleh, Salieh, &e., used, until quite recently, to be for several 
mouths without Nile water, and dependent on wells and cisterns. They have a 
continual supply now. Tlio inhabitants of Baltim U8c<l to carry water on camels 
across L.ake Proulos; these camels are carrying water-melons now. It is on the 
Imrders of the lakes, on the edgw of tho deserts, at the extremities, ns it were, of the 
system, that the immensity of the good work which tho Public AA’orks have done since 
1883, and are doing still, ran he thorough appreciated. I should say that Egypt had, 
up to 1883, l)ceu going down hill in the matter of irrigation, and was very much like 
a man dying with a very feeble or no circulation at all at tho cxtrcmitie.s of the l)ody. 
A great many canals were ologgisl up, and sjk)U far from the Nile, like tho places 1 
have mentioned, were dying oft hirst, and had it not Ix-en for tho thorough and gmmine 


Egyi>tian ncwspaiiers, both native and Eurojwan, a 
tune on all these matters. AVhnt they call the feclinm o 
the opinions of the official ela.sscs and of tho ‘‘sawats.’** 
about those reforms, whilst the Mudirs, the Pashas, tho 
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chamctcr of the work done by the present Imgatiou Department, Egypt would have 
l)ecn to-<lay in a desi)eratc state of bankruptcy. 

There can ho no doubt tliat a gi'eat deal of laud has been brought into cultivation 
since 1884, hut I venture to express the opinion that the Finance Ministry are not in 
suflicient touch with the Public Works to get the benefit in the way of taxes and rent 
on all this land. 

Up to last year there was a feeling amongst a certain class of people that the 
the English success at the Public M'orks was due as much to good luck as to good 
work, but the remarkable results obtained with a very low Nile showed the solid and 
reliable chaniotcr of the improvements intro<luced by Sir Colin iloncriclT and his 
engineers, so that, owing almost entirely to increased confidence on this account, the 
price of land has gone up more than 20 per cent, in a great many districts within 
the past twelve months. 

As 1 have hii»tc<l, a great deal of land is cultivated without the knowledge of the 
Govermnont, and for which it gets neither I'cnt nor taxes; this is sjxicially the case in 

C irts of the llehera, near the lakes, and on the Itoitlcrs of the desert, where the Irrigation 
cjKirtment has been working wontlcrs. Of course, the proper remedy would Iw a 
cadastral survey, but that means an immense outlay, and I think t’laf much might be 
done gmdually by the Mamoursof the “merkases.^’ An intelligent oflicer can always 
discover and remedy glaring cases of errors in the registers of the “sarrafs ” as regards 
the areas of the land taxed. Unfortunately, old, incompetejit, and dishonc-sl persons 
arc often chosen as Mamours, and there apixxirs to Ikj absolutely no system m their 
selection and no ipialification required of them l>cvond that of beijjg the friends or 
relations of some ^linistcr or of some jHirson of iuAuoncc. They arc paid nlwut 17/. 
per month, but in almost every instance they arc much inferior to the local ))olico 
jfaons, who receive alnnit 10/., aud far below the District Irrigation Officers, who 
i-cccive about 10/. It is greatly to he regretted that the '* U(>glcment pour les Nomi¬ 
nations et Promotions du Personnel” of Juno 1889 is not applic<l generally. Unfor¬ 
tunately, nominations by Decree do not come under this R^glcmcnt, and all Mudirs 
aud Mamoui's of “ merkases ” are appointed by Decree. 

The alralition of the con't;c has necn an immenso boon to the fellnhcen, and I 
think that they clearly understand who brought this n1x)ut. There is a general 
feeling amongst the village Sheikhs that the real opimuents of the English in this 
matter, ns well ns in the abolition of the eourbash, were the Tui’kish Pashas and tho 
“sawats.” It would bo imiwssiblc to exaggerate the bitterness of the feeling of tho 
peasantry of certain districts against the largo lande<l proprietors. Previous to the 
advent of tho present Irrigation Officers these “sawats ” took all the water and a great 
deal of the labour of the surrounding iMSisautry, with the result that they were 
able to buy up their land for a mere trifle of its real value had there been fair pby 
all round. Under the now order of things I hear very often of the fellaheen buying 
back their lands. 

Of tho more modest reforms introduced, the abolition of the professional tax has 
been a very i)opular measure. 

Tho iiHlcbtedness of the fellaheen was a subject on which a grejit deal w.as said 
and written some years ago, but about which one Ileal's nothing now. Mr. Villicrs 
Stuart estimated this debt at 10,000,000/., and the interest paid on it to Greek and 
Syrian usurers at not less than 5,200,000/. aiinuallv. Probably this was an exaggera¬ 
tion. I should say that to-day there is practically little or no debt, certainly not 
enough to do any harm. A lot of land has been sold to Eurojieans, but I think that a 
great deal of it is getting back into tho hands of the fellaheen. 

There are a great many genemi signs of improvement in the country villages. 
There is much building going on, and I think of a more substantial character tlian 
was the case two or three years ago. Mud huts with reed thatches arc in many 
instances giving place to larger houses of burnt bricks with waterproof roofs. I am 
ijuitc sure that a great deal more wood is used in building than was the case formerly, and 
much greater comfort is secured. 1 have met two or three village Sheikhs who have 
sent their sons to Cairo to be wUicatcil. The more clear-sighted of them see that 
ability aud aptitude are the only reeoinmcndntions for good ^K)st.s in the Public Works, 
the War Office, and tho Police, and they anticiiiato that it will come to tho same thing 
in other Deiiartments later on. This is a feeling which I think caimol be too strongly 
fostCKxl in Egypt, and one way of doing so is to adhere os strictly as jiassiblu to tho 
U/^glcment of tho 17th June, 18^9, which requires that all appointments in tho 
Government service should Im> filliHl by exaiiiiiiatiou. 

As to tho administration of justice in the provinces much remains to be done no 
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(loul)i, hut I hcliovo thnt very "roat ju’o^ivss has Itcon c^ITccttMl. I sehlom hear now of 
iTudgcs liaviu" hfcu Iwiln-d, or of glaring eases of miscarriage of justice, and I have 
not hcanl during tho i>ast twih'c months or more of a single instance of a native 
selling his ehiim to a foreigner in order to have the ease tried hy tho Mixc<l Tribunals. 
The Mudirs and their Turkish assistants have a strong dislike to the Native Trihnnals, 
hut so they have to thcrolicc and to the ruhlie Works, and their l{eiK)rts on these and 
kindred Administrations cannot he considered unhiassed. Their argunmiits against, the 
Trihnnals aiv generally these: The •Tndgi's art' young a'.id inexperieneed “ The Code 
is imsuitahlo to the i)ojm1ati(>n '• The proce<lnre is too cumhersoine." There is, I 
believe, a eerlain .amount of trutli in ('aeh of these charges, hut, altlnnigh 1 am always 
asking, I have tu'ver hoard of a really serious inst.'ineo which i-onld he <'onsidered as 
conelusive .against the system, or which would justify the extension of the judicial 
powei-s of the .Mudirs, I hilieve Ih.at very often the .fudges arc too favourable to 
cvil-doci's and let them otf too easily; also that they rush case.s through without 
snllieient investigation. There apjiears to lx* an idea prevalent amongst thc.Indges 
that they mn.st not have any arrears, and this leads them now .and llion to seramhlo 
through* their work in a manner much too hasty and piveipitato to insure strict 
justice. Hut tlicse are blemishes which can he easily imuedied hy a slroii" Central 
Administration. Native .TiulgC', like other nativ<- ofllcials in I'^ypt, will learn to he 
careful when tin y know tliey are <dosely watched hy suporioiN whoso favour and good¬ 
will »'au only l»e iHuight hy good and lionest work. With all their faults, the Native 
Trihnnals are an inimense advance on what existed heforo them. The fellaheen at 
Ihsit had a strong prejudice against the TrihnnaN, hut that I think is dying out. It is 
a great hlos-ing'lo tin- fellah that he cannot now he imprisnued for an indelinite 
peiKHl for nothing. I have heard it said more than one<* that the'rrihmials are not 
(luiek enough in water disputes. Tn those <-ases delay tueans ruining l’;c jKroresl. I 
think the Irrigation OfTieors should he (unpowered to settle on the sjwt all water 
disputes where the standing crop is eoncenicd. This decision might he subject loan 
appeal to the Tribunals, hut it should hold good until pronounced to he wreiig. 

1 ha\e had .a great deal to do with old Egyptian soldiera, and also with tho men 
turned out hy the M'ar J)eparlment in the last few ycais. The dilVorenee is 
striking. The’sohlicrs trained previous to 1SS2 arc generally servile, alw.ays ivady to 
liek one’s lect, to fawn and to cringe, and as a consequemie utterly untrustworthy. 
The .soldiers of the new I’egimu are of an entirely ditferent tyjx;; they carry themselves 
well, have a great deal of self-re.siK'et and manliness, and bring a far greater amount 
of intelligenee to he.nr on their work than the old stamp of Egyptian soldier. 
Discipline and cxamjile may not change the nature of a people, hut 1 tliink that men 
who liave lieeii taught to he servile are not ashamed to steal, whilst those who have 
hci.'u taught to respect themselves are as a rule above doing a dishonest act. 

1 very often come in «’outaet with old slavc-tnuleis. There is a Hedouin living in 
the Libyan Desert, sonar 50 miles west of Alexandria, who used to bring in fixun tlOO 
to oOti slaves in a twelvemonth, and that as late as ton years ago. I asked him the 
other day what had lieeomo of the husiiu'ss, Ilo rcplieil that the very liest slave ho 
had ever r4>en, and he had seen many, would not fetch half-a-dollar in any town in 
Egypt to-d,ay. 1 askwl what liad hreiighi this about. "'I’lie formation of the police 
serviee in tin-province'.” II>'exidained tlint he meant the oriliuary |K)lice, and not 
the soldiers of the Slave Siipnression Department, lie could always get a slave into 
the eountry. Imt .she li.'nl only to call out when then' was a jioliceman hy and she 
would h(‘ freed, and her owner punished. There were policinnen irverywhere in the 
proviiici s now, and it was utterly imjiossihle to kcej) a slave agniiLst her will, or even 
with her consent If llie police found her out, and tliey nearly always did. I told him 
that I Iiad heard that an ntlemiil had been made quite nrccutly to bring iu .some 
slaves. Ilo did not Iwlicve it, as slaves ha<l no value now. “ Ihrsidcs,” he said, 
” thosrr who have slaves are getting freedom jnijiers for them, and they have to treat 
Ihein better than orilinary servants to keep them on. It is no use, the tiling is 
finished now." 

The I'inaiiee Ministry is popular on account of one measure: the impreved 
Rvstem of lax collection, whieli inake-s it almost impossible for the “ sarrnf ” to cheat the 
fellah, and which allows the fellah to pay his taxes just when he lias sold his crops. 
Of the .Service's attache I to the Ministry of riiuinee, such as the ()<-trois, tho Fisheries, 
and the S:ilt Department, llu-v are siiiqioscd to lie vei v eorrupt, and ecrtaiiily they are 
heartily disliked in the piovnur>. M. NI:izuc and his two Frmich Directors worked 
very h:*iisl, and nuido I'Xln-nndy gnod lli'^glemcnts on paper, Imt unroitiuinti'ly they 
intrusted the pniclieal working of their ideas to unprmeipled bwantiues, men who 
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bad pickcil tip Fivncli, but with fihsolMloly no notion as to how to honestly work an 
Adminislniiion. Had M M. .^^azu»■, Caston, and Dalloz gone more ahojit tlic country 
instead of sitting at tlnr Finance the results would have been very dilTercut to what 
they were. 

H iving mentioned the elements of Fnglish success ninl of Pinglish popularity in 
Egjp!. 1 will now rt'fcr to one or two things which have had and are having att 
ojtpositc cllcct. Th(‘ intrrxluction of .Syrians, l^evantines, and foreigners gcncKtlly 
into the Oovenunent service is a very soiv [loint indeed witli Mahommedans anil Copts, 
and it is sitpiwmil that tin' ''.nglhh liave heen grwit siimeis in this respect. .V very 
ivsj'.i clahle native, a nifinher of the l.cgis!ali\e Council, who a ‘great deal in Cairo, 
ohscrv.d to me a i-onplc of months ago: •'After 1SS2 yon tippointcd no end of 
Syri:t!i«, dews, n:id Ihimpcaits into rcsponsihlo jmsts in tin* J’in;mce, Police, .'!;»nit:n'y 
Service, and indeed into every otlicr Admini.stration where tliois; was an Ihigli hman 
direeti ig. They have since fotind out ilieir mist.ike in 'lie I*, lice, and liave 1 een 
* ec'.iioini/.ing ' those people at ;t prodigiotis nne, so th:it now tliei,« is onlv one wiio is 
not .1 ii'itive in all tin* Pi-ovinclal I’ldice of l.mver Egypt, e.xc'.'ptin!:, of eoiuse. the 
Ihigl’i’' ■illieer.s diivctiiig. Tl.e >aine is puliy inin h t’ae ea ■ willi the I’uhlie W orks, 
and 1 am snr«‘ tlie.sc two Adininl.Irations a..■ working i.ilhdf. ly In tter witlnnit these 
strangers. Tho Financial Adviser :ind llie Aeeouut ’.ai-th'iiertil at tlic Finn):'c 
del. -lal I ntiri ly on Syrian :tinl dewish Hireclo-.. for tin ir infonuntion, an .aii ingemei;|, 
repiimiant to the ligyptlatis and di>. Ivantageom !•> the English thcinsiIves. 
However, if till' Ihiglish higher ollleails at the Finance I 'lnain long enough in the 
country, they will do as the IViIie,'h.ive done—they will liud those Syrians and .li'ws 
ijiil. M. Maztie's I/(’pnrtinent vi;;s ruined hy Syrian inlerj r-.-ters. dVe all know that 
the nominalioa and ]noiiiotion ot i.hriaiis lia*- heen gr- atly hieilitati d hy the fact tliat 
the Secretavie.. of the Finauee Committee ai:d of the Conneil id .Ministers ai*- of that 
nation: lity. However, Uiay, l*asha has not .allowed them to have everything tlieirown 
w;iy. tin 1 !l !- has made him more p liml.w than anything else he has done. Nnh.ar P.asha 
liked .Syrians." 1 Imar pretty mm h the 'amestiuy ns theahove wherever 1 come across 
a Mahommedan or :i Copt who has asiin in the service of the Ciovermnent. People in 
Caiio can hardly imagine what a deep and widespread f.H'li'ig there is on this nnitter. 
In I very vilkigc one Amis p'.reiiis who think that their sons in the Ministries in Cairo 
have heen l asscd over in favour of Syrians. 

Tho Ministry of Interior is another |K)inl reg;inling whieh it is snpjwised tho 
English have heen very neghvifiil. Here :Iiey iiavo ailowod the Turks to have 
everything their own w.ay ; and T li.avc he:iv’ ’ said that there is not a single eli rk of 
fellah or Cojdic extraction in that Ministry. Tliis m.ay he an e.vaggcra1 ion, hut it is 
an undouhfi'd fact th.at all the he^l posts in e.anueetion with that Ministry are given to 
Turks, very often with no other i|nalilicatiou than that of lieing the rclatiors or tho 
protegiks of the Minister for the time heing. 'I'liei'c Is :i -.asl amount of eunuj iion in 
some of the Mndiriehs, and people who have monev can get almosi anything ih.d is 
in the gift of the MndiiN. .V hotter class of Mmlirs have heen apjwiiilod re'cntly, 
and many of the ways of fr.wid and extortion have heen closed, hut if any I'lisleneo is 
to he given to wlmt village Sheikhs s.iy, there are still a gjvat many who iiieri'ase 
their ine .me hj “ hacksheesh.’’ .Vhout a fortnight ago the Omdoh of S:illiich asked mo 
whv fellahi cn Nolahles wolf not appointed Mmlirs occ.asionally. 1 told him that I 
heluved the thing had heen tried in the time of Ismail Pasha, and that it had failed; 
that hesides it would he diflleull to (ind fellaheen caiwhle enough to rim a Mndirieh. 
His reply amounted to this: “ W'lierevor the Turks and the fellaheen have cijtnpeted 
together on fair gionmls, the fellah has won. I.ook :it the commerce of Alex:in(Irm 
and Cairo; the Turks arc far behind the fellaluon. And here in the pi-ovinecs, for 
every Turk who has made hims.-’lf rich hy just and fair means, a humired fellaheen 
have done so. The Turks am eon^Kimtively few in the country, and would only fill a 
small village if they wen* all put together; mi it is unfair and discouraging to lot 
them have :ill the imjiortant po'ts. This is a very old comi»laint, It was at tho 
hnttom of llie rchellion. The (Jovernment w:mted to keep the Military Seln-ol for Ihn 
Turks; Amhi said, * No; let the fellaluam have a olianee (“M;isr Ii‘1 Masrecn”).’ M'e 
fought, and the Turks would have h:id to golf you had not s;ived them. Von inist 
not forget that we reinemher that it w:is the Turks who enrviVa! and eourlwlied 
IIS, and Would do so still weis' yon not liMiking on. M’lieii that Sue/. Canal w:us 
made the fell'.dii'en used to hi; driven hy heie like sheep, Ji,000 ul ;i time. They were 
forced to work for nothing, and humliaals of them perished monthly, hut no one can'd. 
It was the Turks who worked ns then. You think that the Turks make the best. 
.Mmlirs or (Joveriiom. AVlivIs it heeause they are more crm-l than other people? 
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You must know that their way is one way, and that your way is another; that these 
two ways go in opposite directions; so that cither you or they must turn back if you 
are TOing to travel together." On one point I am very clear; it is this, that were tho 
English todeavo Egypt to-morrow, tho Turks and tho Syrians would all bo turned out 
of the Government scnice, or there would be another revolution. Tho Greeks, 
userers as some of them are, are not half so disliked by the fellaheen as tho Syrians and 
tho Turkish “sawats” and the 'Turkish officials. The fellaheen arc not so dull and 
unappreciative os is generally suppo.swl. " Do you know,” said one of them to mo not 
long ago, “ wo had, up to seven years ago, to bribe a 'Turkish official or a ‘ sawat ’ 
for every drop of water we got to iirigatc our fields. They usotl to scud for us to work 
on thoir lanw or to lend them money; and if wc did not comply with their request 
there was courbash, torture, and sometimes imprisonmout for several months or oven 
years. No one asked any questions when a fellah was put in prison by tlio Mudir. 

-Pasha sent a man to the Soudan for fifteen years in order to got his land to build 

a palace, and that Poslia has boon Minister since then. We were all in debt at the 
time of the war. This is how wo contracted debts: the Mudir would send for a 
Greek ‘ bacal ’ (tho only people who have not buried their money), and for a fellah 
who had land, and wouJu say, ‘ 'The Government wants money; you miist pay your 
taxes.’ The fellah had already paid his taxes once, or possibly twice; but it 
would have been dangerous to say so to the Mudir. So the fellah would reply: 

‘ I liavo no money, and I cannot get any.’ ‘ Yes, you can,’ the Mudir would answer, 

‘ this man ’ (moaning tho Greek) * will lend you money.’ So tho fellah was forced to 
make the best bargain he could with tho ‘ bacal ’ to get the money tho Mudir wanted. 
There is none of that sort of thing now.’’ 


No. 49. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring, 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 5,1800. 

I ILVVE received your despatch No. 167 of the 22nd ultimo, and approve the 
representations which you have addressed to Riaz Pasha upon the subject of the 
proi)osc<l decoration of the ^ludir of Dakahlich, who is implicated in the alleged 
torture of prisoners at that place. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 60. 

Foreign Office to Sir E, Baring. 

(No. 132.) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, June 9, 1890. 

WTTH reference to your despatch No. 9C of the 22nd ^larch last, I am directed by 
the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Society 
for the Prcher>ntion of tho Monuments of Ancient Egj'pt,* renewing their rccommenda* 
tion that an English Inspector should be appointed by the Egyptian Government to look 
after these monuments. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. H. S..VNDER80N. 


No. 51. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir IT. White,—{Substance telegraphed.) 

(No. 174.) 

8ir, Foreign Office, June 14, 1890. 

TIIE 'Turkisli Ambassador called my attention to-day to a recuul s[}cuch by 
M. Ribot on Egj'plion conversion, and asked mo if 1 thought it was very friendly to 
£nghmd in its tone. 



• Juu« 3, 1890. 
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When I Admitted tliAt I had not much on which to congratulate myself in tins 
respect, his Excellency wont on to quote certain menacing pnmgmpks which had 
appenred in the French and Ilussian newspapers, and pressed upon me, for the pxirpose 
of avoiding complications which might fe serious, the expediency of adopting a 
conciliatory attitude towards Turkey, and of coming to terms with the Sultan on the 
question of Egypt. 

I replied that Her Majesty’s Government had the fullest desire of adopting a 
conciliatory attitude towards the Porte in that as in all other matters, hut that our 
position was a very reasonable one. After all that we had done, and well done, in 
Egypt, we desired not to expose the result of our efforts to the hazard of events, but 
to take security for its performance. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) S.kLISBURY. 


No. 52. 

Sir E. Baring to the MarquU of Salitbury.—(Received June 18.) 

(No. 184.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 6 , 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lonlship herewith a despatch which has 
been addressed to me by Mr. Consul Baruham reijorting a serious incident, resulting in 
a murder, which occurred in the neighbourhood of Suakin, and which induced the 
Governor-General to clo.se the gates of Suakin against the passage of food supplies 
until satisfactory reparation had been made for the outrage. 

The severe measure taken by Colonel flollcd Smith appears to have provoked 
very great resentment on the part of the Dervishes, and might, Mr. Barnbam thinks, 
have led to active hostility. 

Your Lordship will, however, see from the imstscript to the Consul’s despatch, and 
from a further despatch from him, which 1 also beg to inclose, that the matter has 
been arranged, and that the ^tes were opened on the 29th ultimo. 

I have jwintcil out to Sir Francis Grenfell the Inadvisability of Colonel Holled 
Smith adopting such strmgent measures on his own responsibility* In this piirticular 
instance, however, Colonel Smith could not have telegraphed for instructions to Cairo, 
telegraphic communication having been for some time interrupted lietwcen here and 
Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inolosuro 1 in No. 52. 

Consul Barnham to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Suakin, itag 26,1890. 

I REGRET to inform your Excellency that an incident recently occurred in 
this neighbourhood which threatens ti^lace the Government of Suakin in active 
hostility with the Dcr\isb forces at Handoub. On the loth instant two dhows, 
ostensibly engaged in pearl fishery, anchored in a small “mersa” callc<l Amid, situated 
near Djezirat Abdullah, an island 15 miles north of Suakin. Tho crew, which con¬ 
sisted of Zobeidi yVrabs and slaves, are stated to have lauded for tho puiqiose of cutting 
wood and drawing water. Many considerations, among others tho absence of water 
at or near the s^iot, gives ground for suspicion that thev wore there for tho purpose of 
embarking slaves. Whatever their obiect may have Wju, they were attacked by a 
party of nine men from Handoub (Fadlubs and Joalecns), one of tho crew was killed, 
two wounded, and the dhourra in the dhows looted. 

It appears Utat Sheikh Ahmed Mahmoud, having opened a grain mnrkot at 
Handoub, sent this ixnrty to invite tho Nooral and Arfawab Ara^ to como into 
Handoub for the purohoso of grain rather tliau obtain it from Suakin, and that the 
attack ui)on these dhows was committed without his knowledge or sanction. Three of 
tho attacking party, Tahir Bollol, Hainot Auob, and Hainet Abdiu (Fadlabs) were 
xcccntly in the Suakin moimtcd police, and were dismissed from motives of economy. 
On receiving nows of the outrage his Excellency tho Governor sent tho gun-l>oat 
Adjemi ” to bring tho dhows into port, and on ascertaining tho facts, wrote to Sheikh 
Ahmed Mahmoud stating that the gates of Suakin would bo closed against the 
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passage of food-stuff's until he received reliable information that the leader of tho 
attaeking party had heen punished and the grain restorc<l. Sheikli AlirntMl Mahmoud 
replied that the man would ’>e duly jninished aeeording to ^lassulman law. 

In the meantime tho gates remain elose<l, and tho exasperation of the iJervishcs 
has found expression in a letter which the Govemor-Oeneral received yestenlay, signed 
by bfith AIkui Girgoh and .Vluued Mahmoud, conveying a detianee and a declaration 
that they nu*an to fight. 

I called u|K)n his Exeellcney yesterday jnst after he ha<l reeeiv^Ml this letter and 
asked him to reopen the gates. I pointc<l out that it was an extreme measure to 
adopt in retaliation for the munler of one man, that it Avonld entail great sulfcring 
among tho poorer Arabs, and cause a nmewal of niiding. 

II is Exeellcney said that the (question nuist he ri'ferred to Cairo, that to reO])en 
tho gates in ilie absence of any satisfaction would he taken .ns a jiroof of weakness, 
which would encourage Alimed Mahmoud to future acts of hostility apart from any 
other considerations arising out of the present ijuarrel. llis Excellency fidt that tho 
proceinliugs of .Vhnied Mahmoud had hecome intoh'rahio, for not only had he 
established jiiekets within 2 miles of the town, hut w:is aelually levying taxes upon 
the Arabs within the town. Theiv is much foire in tlnvse arguments, but tliey arc no 
justification for stopping food supplies for an indefinite perioif. 

fhice hefnri', when Rundle Iley was fiovernor. tliu unles were elose<l for seven 
days, hiif under far diirereuf eireunistanees. Tliere was no famine then, public Notices 
were ^- 11 . d hefori'liaiHl and wi'n> nffiAed to the town g.ite, and the Consulates received 
forii'd ; hefinsdiand. 'riien, no doubt, the nutliorityof tin' Cairo fiovernment 
w;;- ; M.aincd, but Ibis has Imppeiied inunedialely .•ifter iln- cable was bwkeii, and 

tile autboritii*s have mj far acted on tlieir own re^pon^ibillty. I will lelegmpb for 
iii'-lnietioiis to vour E.vcenoney sbonlil the line be reojk-ned before the otb .Inne, wlien 
this h tter sbouid reaeli the .\geney. 

f)n tlio ikvasion v.lien the gates uero closed by llundle lh\v tlie Dervislte, yielded 
alter three davA, hut in this c.ase they have refused lieeause probably they think 
thi'iuselres unfairly tnr.itisl. 

.Mimed Mahmoud disclaimed appmval of the innnler; h(< put tho men in iisriis on 
their isdurii to linndonh, and he answenal the Governor’s deiniind by staling that the 
prineiiKtl in the alTair w.auld 1 h' jiunKhed awirding to Mussulman law, i.c., either the 
man’s life would he forfeited, or hliHKl-numey exacted instead. 

The Governor, however, had infomerl .Vhmed .Mahmoud that the gall's would 
remain closed until the man was punishisl. .Vhmerl Mahmoud, on the other hand, 
evidently thought that his promise tt) punish the man should have Iwcn suflieieiit to 
induce the Governor to open tho gates provisionally. 

Failing this, an open ijuarrel has arisen, in which he has the support of AIkiu 
Girgeh, who has hitherto been moM* or le.ss friendly, so much so, tliat the Governor- 
General had intended to present him with grain to maintain his party during their 
journey to llerlier. I mention, ineideutally, that Almu Girgeh is ill, that notliing is 
determined as to the date of his departmv, that he has only si'venty .inuleens with 
him, and that theiv have heen nunours that lie would remain at ILaudouh. 

No doubt Ahmi'il Mahmoud's attitude has been very irritaliii", l)ut it might havo 
been worse, lie legards himself ns ijuite as independent in llaniloub territory ns the 
Egyptian autborities uitliin this line of forts, lie considers that he lias fnll right to 
levy taxes on goods entering bis leiTitory, but lie certainly jdaecs bis toll-gates too 
near to be res|M.'ctfuI. llis men have llimatencd riding jiarties wbicli approaclnsl too 
m.'ar, but they have eoinmitte<I no raids nor acts of violence. I eoiielude, moreover, 
that tliu taxes eolleeltsl in bis name williiii the town were taken from liis own 
tribi'smen. 

I have argued tliiis mueb in bis favour, but 1 have alw.ays Is'ou of opinion that 
bis (iresenee is in itself intolenible, and that it would 1 m? well if be eoiihi be driven 
fj'oin llniidonb. llis presi'iiee pn'vented the oix-ning of the llerlior route, of which wo 
li.ad great 1io|m>s last autumn 

Tlio moment is not o])|)orlunc for hostilities in any diis-etion. I am sure your 
Exeellcney uill not approve of a .Suakin (in4*->iion being bronglil preinnlntvly In't'orc 
tlie pnblie, but this eamiot be avoided if raiding m.siinmenees. 

'I’lic' Jlaiiiaiis and otiior inei'cbanls eomplain, not only of iinmodiate personal loss, 
but of eml'arnissmenf in many way- ean'4“d by tb«' gates having bi'toi closed without 
receiving fnll notice befon'Iiand. I have alu'adv bad two east's where jHiopIo Imvo 
a.ske<l that llieir pureliast's of grain from the Eaiuaus might be <'aneclhsl wcausc tho 
gato.s had Iwi'ti previously closed without their knowledge. 


These, however, are verj’ secondary considerations compared with tlioso alTccting 
the poor but friendly Arabs in the interior. 

There is an alternative course for the Government to take, indeed, i)rohably more, 
but that which suggests itself most readily Uj me Is that they sliould arrest some friend 
or relative of Ahmc<l Mahmoud, now in the town, and hold him as hostage until 
satisfaction had been given. Tlio merchants also would Ik; very glad to suhseribc the 
amount necessary, as blood-money, to be paid to the nearest relative of the murdered 
man. 

I shall sec the Governor again to-morrow, and will do my Dcst to persuade him 
to open the gates. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) llENUY D. HAUNIIAM. 

I’.S. May 27th.—Since closing this dcsinitch I have received private notice from 
the Governor-Geneml that he has found a means of arranging the matter, and the 
gates will shortlv be opened. 

II. T). B. 


Inelosurc 2 in No. 52. 

Consul Barnhain to Sir li. Bnriiuj, 

Sir, Suakin, Mny 30, 1890. 

REFEllUING to my dosp.afch of the 2Gth-27th inslunt, I have the honour to 
inform your E.'ccellcnoy that the town gates were reopened for the iiassage of 
merchandize at midday ycslci'day. .Vn arrangement was made by which Ilamcd 
Darab Kati, the eldest brollurr of Slunkh .Vlmicd Mahmoud, who lives here and 
n*ccivcs pay from Government, .should, on behalf of the family of the murdered 
man, pay to Al>dullah Mussallum, owner of the dhow.-:, a sum of 9tK) dollars, for which 
he is to lie allowed to recoup himself by I'slablishing a toll-gjite outside the town and 
levying a quarter of a dollar uiwii every bag of mcix’handizo carried to Ilandoub, 
until the amount has Ixicn recovered. 

Generally speaking, the arrangement ivas asscuteil to by the local merchants. 

.\s they sell within the town, and not at ilandoub, the loss does not necessarily 
fall u|K»n them, the toll being practically taken from puivhasoi-s coming fj’om 
Ilandoub. It is right, however, that they should exercise some supervision over the 
eollcetion, and an arrangemeut will be made to that eficct. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) UENHY 1). BAUNllAM. 


No. 53. 

Sir K. Barintj to the Marquis of Salisburij.—(Recrirttl June 18.) 

(No. 189.) 

•My Jionl, Cairo, June 8, 1890. 

WITH reference to my dosiiatch No. 110 of the 25th April and to your Lord- 
ship's telegRun No. 53 of the 19tn ultimo, I have now the honour to inclose a ct>py of 
a i-cvised llegulation adoptc<l by the Egyptian Government in connection with the 
admission of Ottoman subjwts into the; public service. 

Under the Regulation .Syrian families who hav<! for long been n*sident in Egypt 
will be tivatcil on precisely the same footing as other Egyptians. Those born m 
Svria will liave to ^•side for lirtcon yeai-s in Egypt lH‘forc becoming eligible for 
employment. I think the term of fiRecn years is somewhat e.xccssivc, but there is 
something to Ik' said in favour of assigning some limit, ns the Egyptians, both 
Jlahommedans and Christians, complaimsl bitterly that young Syrians, cdueated in 
Syria, come to Cairo at from 20 to 25 years of age and obtain all (he best appoint¬ 
ments. 

In view of the strong feelings excited on this subject a compromise had to bo 
ellectcd, and although, as I hav«! said, I think the llftcen years’ Hunt may Ik- criticised 
on tlic ground of its Innug exct*ssivc, 1 am not disiKKcd to recommend ai»y further 
interference with the lil)crty of action of the Egyptian Government in this matter. 

Your Lonlship will ol)«rve that in the new Regulations tho words “ natioualite 
(701] H 
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fi^pticnne,” which occur in the existing Regiilntion, and to which some obvious 
objections may be taken, arc not reproduced in the new text. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 

Itffjulutiomt as to Evxployment of Syrians. 

ARTICLE 11. Lcs candidats au postc du cadre inferieur doivent avoir accompli 
leur IS* aunec au moins le 1" Janvier do I’anu^e oil s’ouvrc le concours. 

Pour le cadre supdrieur, I’Agc est ddtermind jiar Ic chef do rAdministratioii par 
rapport A In vairance. 

Ils out A proiluire les piAces indiquAcs ei-apr«\s A Tappui de lour demande rtiligik; 
'.ur papier libre et adrcssAc au Pnisidout do la Commission. 

1. Un certificat d^livrdsurla demande du {wstulant par deux mikleeinsau .service 
du Qouvernemeut attestant qu’il jouit d’uno Imnne sant<5 ct qu’il u’est pas attoint 
d’unc inlirmit«5 le rendant impropra A I'cmplir lo postc qu’il sollicite. 

2. Un extrait de son aetc dc nai-ssance on une pi^ce cn tenant lieu. 

Toutefois, A defaut do cc ccrtiftcat, il suffimit do inentlonner I’Ago dans le premier 
certificat. 

3. Un certificat de bonne vie ct nioeurs. 

.iVrt. 13. L»! concours terming, il est dresso une liste dos candidats admissililes, 
c’cst-A*dire de ceux qui out obtonu les deux tiers dcs notes fixdos, s’il s’agit du cadre 
supijrieur, et la moitiii, s’il s’agit du cadre inferieur. 

Dans cettc liste, lcs candidats admissibles sont classC'S dans I’oiilre suivant:— 

Pour le cadre suiXiricur: 

Employes dc I’Admiuistration oil so trouve la vacance; 

Employes au service d’autres Administrations; 

Autres candidats. 

Dans cetto derniArc catiJgoric et A miiritc iJgal, la prdfdroncc sera donnee d'ahord 
aux penslonn.aircs, ensuito aux employes cn disponibihti^, onfin aux autres candidats 
figyptien.s, imrmi Icsqucls sont compris— 

1. l>?s sujets Ottomans mSs on figyptc ct y avant lour riisidenco habitucllc; 

2. I>cs sujets Ottomans ayant leur r&idcnce liabituelle on figypte depuis au moins 
quinze ans. 

Pour le cadre inferieur; 

Ponsioniuiires; 

Employes cu dispouibilit^; 

Candidats Egyptiens dans le sens indique ci>dessu8. 

Dans cbacuue dc cos categories, les candidats scront classiis d’aprAs le norabro dcs 
|)oiuts obtenus. 

Le President communique les r6;ultnts des examens aux Administrations 
intei'cssdcs. 


No. r»i. 


Sir E. Burinij to the ^^ttrquis of Salisburi/.—{Received June 18.) 

(No. 192.) 

My lx>rd, Cairo, June 8 , 1890. 

I BEG to inclose herewith a Report issued by the Alexandrian General Produce 
Association, on the cotton crop prospects of this year, and published in the " Egyptian 
Gazette ” of yesterday. 

The Report is worthy of notice as it shows that the Alexandria merchants fully 
recognize the lionefits which the cultivation of cotton in this country has derived 
from tlic improvements in the irrigation works, and from the lictter distribution of 
water. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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Inelosuro in No, ot. 

Extract from the “ Eijyptian Gazette ” of June 7. 181X). 


-VleXANDRIA GEXEUAt PltODUCK ASSOCI.VTIO.N*. 


Section CotonniC'fC. 


Cotton Crop Prospects, May 1890, 

TUP good tiMn)>oi'Uturu of the montli of JI;iy has been favourable to the plan- 
tatiuiis; no adverse circuinstances impeded the ilevelo|iincnL of the cotton plants; 
therefore they have a normal and satisfactory asiicet. 

The supply of water is, up to the present, fully sunicieiit; everywhere (he 
watering is easily carried on by means of pumping engines. 

This position will continue, at all events, during a good portion of the month of 
June, although the Nile is excessively low. 

This is due to the constant improvements made at the Uarmge, the jirogn'ssivc 
ell'ects of which become, evorv year, more appreciated, and to the intelligent system of 
distributing the water adopted liy the Government. 

AVill it jxissibly be prolonged op to the moment when the new rise will cause all 
uneasiness to cease ? It is to be hoped so, but it must not be forgotten that on the one 
hand there arc yet no data to judge of the probabilities of the carlincss or the lateness 
of the future rise, and on the other hand, the necessities for watering are considerably 
increased the more we advance into the summer. 

Whatever may bajipen, the plants arc in good condition and nothing has hami>ercd 
them up to the present; this circumstance has always been considered as favourable, 
because their vigour will allow them to liotter support the evils which may appear 
later ou. 

It is an advantage which certainly has its value, but generally it is impossible to 
give a jiositivc opinion basiul on the appearance of the crop in May; several months, 
and those the most critical ones, separate us yet, and up to then both favourabh; or 
unfavourable influences nuny act ou the cotton plants. 

Alexandria, May 31,1890. 


No. 56. 

Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 19.) 

fNo. 37.) 

(Telcgrapbic.) 1*. Therapia, June 10, 

1 HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your Lordship’s telegrams Nos. 3i,5 
and .37 of the 17th in.stant, that Sir Alfred Sandison was informed yesterday by one of 
the Council of Ministers that fresh instructions had been prepared by the Sublime Porte 
to be sent to Rustem Pasha; that these instructions had been approved by His Imperial 
Majesty the Sultan; and that the lmi>erial Government were sanguine tliat their new 
propo.snts would meet the views of Her .Majesty’s Government. 

I am using my be.st endeavours to ascertain their purport, and shall not fail to inform 
your Lordship of what I learn. 


No. 50. 

Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received June 19.) 

(No. 38. Very Coutidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Therapiu, June 10, 1800. 

WITH reference to my telegram to your Lordship No, 37 of this morning and to 
your Lordship’s telcgruni No. 30 of the ITlh instant on the subject of Egypt, 1 have 
the honour to report that 1 have to-day received in strict confidence information in the 
following sense. 

The Government have been cnragoil, in obedience to an Inuld .sent by His Imperial 
.Majesty to the Porte about a wce^ ago, in the preparation of fre.sh projKisals which 
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Kustcm Pasha is to submit to your Lordship. Tlicsc arc drawn up on the same lines as 
Sir 11. T). Wolfl’s Convention, except that a modilicalion is introduced into .\rticlo V 
providing that whenever it may be considered necessary hy Her Majesty’s Government 
to use their right of re-entry the fact .shall be notified by them to the Sublime Porte, and 
the latter shall be allowed five days in which to reply before the reoceupation of the 
country by England. 

A notification of this kind would be a mere. f»»rmality on the part of Her .Majesty’s 
Government, but one which would, it is hoped, he sutVicient to satisfy the susceptibility 
of the Sultan with regard to his position as Suzerain of Egypt. 'Pheje proiiosaU have 
not ns yet received the sanction of His Imperial Majesty. 


No. ">7. 

M. ItUiol to M. iVtiddinglon.—{Communictilrd to the Murguis of ifuliihuiii, Junr U!.) 

M. rAnibassadeiir, PnrjV, le 17 Jitin, 1890. 

L’ACCOltl) qui s’est (f-tabli entro le Goiivernemcnt du Khedive et les I'uissances 
Signntaires de la Convention do Londres an sujet do la Dette Egyptienne cst entre dans 
la perlode d’execiition. I-a Dette Privilegidc, comme il dtait oonvomi, a etc eonvertie 
la prcmi»'‘i'e, et le Gouvernomont Egyptien n’a pas u ivgi-etter le*; eireonstnnc<‘s qni 
I’ont ameiie a dilTeror cette oja'-ration; car ellc painlt s’etre accomplic, memc si Ton 
tient comple dii ivtanl ainsi ai)i>orte a la realisation dc reoononiie qu’elle comiwrtc, 
dans dcs conditions phis avantageuses pour I’Egypte quo s’il y avait eti^ proeede d^.- le 
inois de .luin 18S9. 

Ixs dispositions dont nous nous soiumos invariahlomcnt inspire-, diu-ant tout le 
fours de la negoeiation me dispeusent d’insistcr sur la satisfai-Hon quo ce n'sultat 
devait nous causer h nous-mtmes. H atteste la confianeo qu’inspirc le credit do 
rEgypte. se.s rossoui’ccs pivipres et les garanties dc securite qi/ellc presente, A’en.mt 
apn's les tciuoignages ipio h* Gouvernement .Vnglaisel .scs .\gcnts s<' sont accordcs, dans 
les derniers tenqis, a porter dans Ic memo sons, la facility avee laquclh* s’est accomplic 
cette o|)ei-ation pent etre envisagde assurement comme unc preuve dikdsivc quo Ic 
rdfablis.s<'nicnt do I’ordrc cst aujourd’hui complct on Egyptc, of qii’aucuu danger 
apparent n’en menace le raainticn. 

Ihi pivsei.ei' d'unc t*'llo situation, il ctait ditllcilo dc so soustmirc aux conclusions 
qui sVn degag«‘nt. Nous avons tlte ainsi amem's :i nous demauder s’il u’etait jias (HTiuis 
dc considcrer desormais comme pnx’hain le jour on, conrorinement aux engagements 
pris par I’AngleteiTO, I’Egypte devra ctre reuduc » cllc-mcmo. ^lais entre le regimo 
aclucl et cclui de ravenir, it y a u pi-evoir uue periodc dc transition, dont, jKuir notre 
part, contiants dans les engagements i|ue je viens dc rappelcr, nous n'avons cesse do 
nous preoccuper, et qui merite aujuiutriiui dc fixer rattcufion dc.s Gouverncments 
qui s’intj'M'sscnt a I’Egypto et a ses er^*aiw*iers. 

Ellc implique, cn clfet, un ensemble do mcsuifs qui nc sauraient etre trop 
soigneusement etudiee.s, i-t dont roxamcn, par suite, ue saurait ttro trop pix>mptemcnt 
alwrde. L’cmplui dcs ecuuomies pi-ovcnant de la Cimvemion fournit aux Cabinets unc 
occasion naturelle de pi-ocedcr dc concert tl cette etude, ct de .s’entendre avci; la 
Puissance .Souvei-aiiiu ct le Gouvernement du KlaJdivc sur les disjiositions transitoircs, 
qui, tout cn I'acilitunt a I’Egypte les moyens de ifutrordans la jdcniiude dcs conditions 
indispoiisal>le.s a rcxercice dc ses droits, si- trouvci'ont ainsi no la grever d’auciiuc charge 
nouvelle. 

Parmi a's mesure.s, il cn cst unc qui p.irait devoir s’imiwscr la prcmicix' a 
I’nttontion dcs I’uissaiUTs: c’csl la I'cm-ganisation do rarince l^gyptionnc dans 
ccrtaiius <‘ondilion.s. Ja* Gouvernement .Vuglais, d’aillours, cn se plai/ant an jHant de 
vue oil nous I’envisagions noiLs-mf'Uics, I’a sigualis? avee nous di'‘s 1SS(5 eommc la plus 
nceessaire. 

Dans les ontretiens quo noire Amhassadcur a Ixtudivs a cu a suivre, a cette 
^poque, avee Loixl Salisbury, ct qui lui out |icrmis dc rirueillir ra.ssui-anrc quo le 
Gouvernement .Vnglais, loin do vouloir roster iudefiniment dans la Vallee du Nil, ctait 
decide h I’evaeuation. |M»urvu qu’il lui tut periuis dc rcliri'r houorahicmcnt scs 
troujies, Ic Pnanier Ministix* de la Heine, exuminnnt avee M. M'addiugton les 
precautions qu’il y avait lieu «le prendre do commun accord cu vuc de ce depart, 
constatait tout particulicrcnicnt la neccssitc dc doter I’Egyptt' d’unc force militaire 
solidement orgnuis(*c, suflisn'.tu jiour garantir la securite sur la lixmtiC’rc du 8oudan, 
qui ctait alors meuaeec, ct dans I’Egypte propifinent ditc. 11 entrail mcme dans Ic 
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(It'tail (Ic cettc r*'>orgniusa( loii, on mir<|iiniil ainsi rimpoitancc quc Ic Cabiiivt «lt* 
l/mdrcs attacinit, comino jious, h uiu‘ question aiissi etroitoment liec a cello de 
r<*vaciiation. 

Elio IK! saurait jirosenter nioins d’intdrol a ses youx, aujuunl'liui quo la situation 
satisfaisanto do I’fJgypto permet d’onvisagor coniine dc plus on plus mpproeluS Ic 
moment oil oe jiays som do nouveau cn dtat do sufliro jiar lui-mume ii sa defense ct it 
sa si'xiuritt; intdriourc. II oonviondmit done, avant toutes choses, do determiner la 
somme qu’il serait ndeessairo do prdlever sur les economics rdsuKant do la eonvorsion, 
))our assuivr la reconstitution de rarnido Kgyptionno dans des conditions rdjiondant 
aux preoccupations qui nous sont ainsi communes, sur nn jioint essenlicl, avt'c Ic 
(Jouvernemenf llritanniiiuo. Un ectiango de vues pamit dds lors indiqiu; au sujet do 
eetto (|Ucstion; et si, oomine I'aoceuil fait i\ I’idec d’nno entente sur roinploi des 
pnxluits do la eonviM-sion nou^ aulorise a I’esporor, cctle fa 9 ou do pro<V;dor nc souldve 
pas d’ol)j(*elion, le Goiivornoinont figypfion pourrail dtr<' invito a souinettro aussi 
]>rompt<>uu“nt quo jiossildo aux I’uissnnces des projxisitions qui scraient examinees par 
ellc de concert avee la I’orto. 

Mais il est un premier point so ratt leliant a romploi des doononiies produilcs par 
ia convci'sion. sur lo<iuol los Caliinets sont til's a pn-st'iil on mosuit* d’ctalilir cntri' cux 
I’entente prt'vuc par r.\rticlo t du Ddcivt Klnslivial. 1 a'(J ouvernoment Iv/ypticn 
vient do s’adressor aux I’uissanocs ptair olitenir lautorisation d’appliquor nno somme 
tic G K. 150,001) a rabolition complete de la torvee. Vous save/, que, d'nprds les 
calculs du (iouverncment IClicdivial le monlant des lidnelici's provenanf dt* la 
conversion ne serait pas inferioura C E. t>50,000. II no parait pas douteux quo sur 
celt(* soinme totalo, indme apros It's pirldvements ncoessilds par la n'organisation tic 
rarmcc Kgyptienne, ct par lc> :mtrcs inesures .lesfinccs fi prcpaivr lYvacuation, il..io 
rosto tics rcsstiurci's sullisantes |H>ur alldgcr los eliarges tie I'l'gypte, on jicrmcttant 
d’assuror aussi eomplolemont t|uc possible rabolition de la corvtk). 

Je n’ai pas a mppolcr ioi dans quel st'iis, a co jiDint tie vue, raction de la I’mnct! 
s’est toujtairs exercco on I'gypto: nous sommes done tout disiwsd.s, jKuir cc qui nous 
concerne, a st>i'ontlcr I'initialivo (|Ui' lo (luuvi'rnement du Kbi'Klive a dwadd dc prentln* 
dans une f|uestit>n qui tonebe au bion-i'trc du pciqilo I’lgyptien. Seulemcnt, dans 
rintdn‘'t inemc tit* IVeuvrc tju’il s’agii tie fiivoriscr, il nous paraitrait ncccssaire tie 
s’cntenilre sur eortainos gamiitics, conrormt's truillimrs a losprit des institutions 
fhiancidrt's qui out si onioaceineat ctmtribud a iflcver It* erddit dc I’figypfe ot b 
tldveloppcr sa prttspdritd. 

11 n'y aurail assiirdniont rion que tic normal a cc tjae la Ctnnmission tit* la I)i*lte, 
par a)iplit*atitm t|t*s principos qui out prdsitld a si creation, fdt ebargdo do ctmtn'dor 
I’cmploi tli*s ftmtis qui soniionf ctmsacrds a ralxditiun tit* la corviV; elli* prt''sentei';u’t 
la tin tit* ranndc nii UapiHut '•|Mrial sur cot tibjet. Ce serait dgalcmcnt, el t*n vertu 
tics memos rdglts, sur I'avis unanimt* tie la Commission, quo ratTcotation dont il s’.agit 
serait inserito au hudgef, t*n tenant compto natui*t*llemonl jiour cbatiuo Excrcice do 
rensembk* ties rt'sstuirccs da 'I'rd'or Kgypticn, ft jxtr exoinplt*, kusque le moment sera 
Venn, Ics tlispimibililc- qu’il attcntl,'tlans un avenir ties rnpprocbd, tie I’oxdcution 
tic ct*rtaine.s elaust's tli*s arrangements I'manciei-s passds ai<*c In Comiiagnie dc Suez, 
}it)us nous bornoroMs aujourtriuii k inilii|ut*r cos points tjui^ k*s l*iussaucos vermut 
'«ans doutt* comme nous intdrdf il i*xamini*r avee lo (louvomoment Ivgyption. 

Mil attentlanf, si rAtIministration Kbdtlivialo nc trouvait pas dans ses ix*servcs 
actuflk*s los fomls ncctissaiix*s it la suppivssitm tic la t'orvdc, nous nous prf*terions 
vokmtiers, ptmr nolii* ik'irt, tit's cttti* annde, ii lui .accortlor rnutorisation qu’cllc 
tleniantli* tie prdk*\or um* somme sullisinlt* sur les economies provenaiit tb* la Con- 
vt*ntion. Nous nt* tiouttms jkis i|uo, tie son ctMd, k* (jouvernement figypticn ne 
preiine ses disposilitms pour niettn* tl’ici it la tin de I'amidt* los I’uissancos on dtat tkr 
n*alisor rcnti'Ott* visdt* par lo Ddcivt Kluslivial, on k*s saisissant ties pi'tqiosilions qu'il 
aura etc invild ii lour s->umo!liv, thins lc> contlitioas inditjuccs plus haul, au sujet ties 
mcsurcs tlcstindcs it piv|Kiri*r lo ivttmr tk i Mgyjito ii un rdgina* plus normal, 

Tellcs sont, M. rAmbnss;tilt*nr, los vacs qut* m’ont suggdrds la situation 
actut'llo tie I’Mgypte t*t les pix'mit*is t*tlt*ts do I’arrangomcnt linancit*r tjui viont dt* order 
un nouveau lien entn* son (louvorut*mi*nt ct los Puissincos ,’^igntit(iircs dc In Con¬ 
vent ion tk* IxmtIrcs. Vtius voudrez bion, cn on fnisiuit part au .Ministre tics Atfaiix’s 
l^tningt*rt*s, lui laisst*r copit* tic la dcjitVbt* t)ui k-s contient. Miles pt>rmcttrimt au 
(iouvernomt*nt Uritannitjim tie sc I'cntlrt* t*xactcmcnt conqite tic la fiiotm tkmt nous 
envisagetms les t|uestions tpii so rattnebent il lMigyptt*,et dont nous souliaiterions qu’on 
los envisngeilt autour de nous. 

La France, ai-jt? ii k* tlin*, n’entend nssuiner tUins cos questions la rcs]ionstibilitd 
[7G1] S 
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tl’aucunc action isol^ parcc qu’cUe n’y poursuit axicnn avontago parliculicr qui puisso 
tonruor au diJtrimeut (ratitrui. I^os dcrniors incidents lui ont fonrni Toceasion dc 
constatcr une fois dc plus que scs inttfrfits no sont jwint op]>os('*s it conx dc I'Enrope, pas 
plus (jn’ils no vont ii I'cncontrc dos droits dii Sultan. Aussi cst-cc avee une conlianco 
•'•gale it not re dosir d’cntcutt* quo nous avons jug6 lo moment op|>ortnn pour fairoappoJ 
au concours do rAngletern' et dos Puissances, on vuc dc pr<'‘parer, do concert avoc la 
Porte, le rJ'glonumt dos difllcult^s relatives i\ la situation do I'figypto, dans Ics condi¬ 
tions Ics ^)lus propres it concilicr Ics divers intdrets en jcu avee los dgards dus it dos 
suseoptibilitds trop Idgitimes j)our que, on eo qui nous coneorno, nous u’ayons pas tout 
particulidrement it occur de Ics mdnager. 

Agree/, &c. 

(Signd) UIBOT. 


No. 5S. 

E The Mni qtih of Sallsburu to the Earl oj Lyttoii. 

(No. 22G.) 

My Lord, Fore'ujn Office, June 21, 

THE French Ambassador to-day loft with mo a eo]»y of a desi)atcb fmin M. Kilmt, 
wliieh I inclose to your lixcelleney.* After bearing it read, 1 ssiid that it was a 
document of loo much imj>ortance to be answeml except in writing; I only wished to 
call his attention to the fact that we had already stated that we did not consnh'r 
that thoif was any eonneetion between the question of evacuation and the question of 
convei-sion. 

llis Excolli'iicy mvssctl the consideration that tin? condition of Egypt, which made 
the conversion possible, showed that p«-pamtions for the evacuation might he sjifely 
eommenct’d, and he urged the a]»plieation of a jwtrtion of the economics to the ijuavaso 
of the Egyptian military foive, dwelling with some earnestness on our imrcasonahle- 
ness in opnesing it. 

1 repliwl that I was far from ojqwsing it, and that, if it could ho undmtaken with 
due regal'd to ilnancial prudence, I should support it as a judicious measure, hut I 
urged him strongly to abandon the limitation of ri'ance’s consent to the n]>)dieation of 
economies lo the corv<5e to one year. I said that was an arrangement which was 
llnancinlly Impossible, and that, in her own interc.st, as well as in that of Eg>pt, I 
thought h'l-ance should alKindon it. 

llis Exceilcncy’s language, though not very clear, sccmcil to indicate that if m* 
piccipitate steps were taken in Egypt, IVancc would almudon this rccpiircmcnt. 

I told him that I had ivqmstcd Sir E. Haring to abstain fi'om any announcement 
iqion this subjo'ct for the moment, while we wci'*- con-idering it. 

With respect to the genend que.stion, I pointed out to his Excellency that the 
pi-osperous state of Egypt was a proof, not that our jinsence could In* dis|M>nscd with, 
hut that, for the present, it is indi»pen.s'ihlc. I told him that when the (’onvci'sion 
l-o.'.n was issutsl a leading rmancicr had come to me, on the part of many linaucial 
houses in E<indon, to say that if there was anv prohaliility of evacuation at a short 
date they would not touch tiu; conversirai. f saitl that the policy of ihc Fis'iich 
Government was like that of a man who should dismiss his gnnlencr because the 
flowers were goo<l. 

llis Excellency replied that we wei-e not iKiund to k«'i'pa ganh-ncr for ovi'r. 

'I’o that I assentdl, hut added that, if the gardener wcr<; disinisscil now, the flowers 
would spi'cdily detcrioi'atc. 

llis Excclleney rencwcil with great emphasis the ongageuumt on tin* part i>r 
Frauc<,' that she would never rc-cnt<'r Esrypt, ami h<‘r willim.'ncss to allow us a right <>f 
re-entry during a limited and spircilled time. 1 gave no indication of acce|)ting this 
proposal, hut said that the limitation of our right of re-entry must he one <lc|M-ndiug 
on events, and not on any Ihvcsl date. I then (pmtcsl to him the engagenumt hotwwn 
France and <he Hey of’I'unis with respect to the Fivnch iK-cupation, which runs .as 
follows;— 

“ En vuc de faciliter au Gouvernemcnl de la llepuhliquc I'nincaisi' ^aceompli^M- 
ment dcs mesim’s qu’il doit pivndrc jiour attcindi'c le hut que se pi-ojiosent les llauti.'s 
Parties Contractantes, Son Altcsso le Hey dc Tunis consent n quo I’autoritd 
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militairo Fran^-aiso fasso occupcr los points qu’cllc jugora uccossaia* jwur assuror lo 
riitablisscnienl <lc I'ordiv, ct la s<5curit»S dos frontioivs cl du littoral. 

“ Ccito occupation ccsscm lorsquo los autorit«5s militaircs rmn<;aiscs ct Tunisionnos 
auront roconnu d’uu conuuuu accord quo I’Administration Tx>calc cst on iJtnt do 
garantir Ic inainticn dc ronlrc.” 

And I ol)sor\*od that we loolv»!d ujmn the Fi'onch interpretation of this stipulation 
as one that should guide us in the application of a similar undertaking to Egj'pt. 

llis E.\c»dloncy, how(^vcr, was not preparcil with any aiLswor to tiiis romai^. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Xo. 50. 

Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received June 22.) 

(No. 42. Very Confidential.) 

(Tclegraphie.) P. Therapiu, June 22, ISOO. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 38 respecting the is.suc of instructions to 
Rustem Pasha relating to Egypt, I am informed that these instructions have been 
approved by the Sultan in a slightly modified form, and arc to be dispatche<l 
immediately. 

The modification probably extends the length of notice which must be given to the 
Sublime Porte before Croat Britain can proceed to exercise her right of re-entry into 
the country. 

It is stated at the Porte that the French have been kept in ignorance of these fresh 
proposals. 

This can, however, hardly be believed. 

Count Montebello has lately had frequent interviews with the Grand Vixicr. 


No. t:o. 

Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received June 23.) 

(No. -10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Therupia, June 23, 181)0. 

Wri’H lefcrenco to my telegram to your Lordship No. 12 of the 2l8t instant, I 
have the honour to report that the instructions to Rustem Pasha relating to Egypt, to be 
submitted to your Lordship, were dis|)ntched on Saturday last. 


No. 01. 

The Marquis of .iulisbuiy to Sir E. Uurinij. 

(No. 111.) 

Sir, Foreiijn Office, June 25, 1800. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. ISO of the 8th instant, inclosing copy of the 
revised Regulations for the admission of Oltonian subjects into the ligynlian service. 

You point out that under these Regulations natives of Syria will have to reside 
liftceu years in Egyiil before they become eligiljlo for employment. 

I concur with you in thinking that this compromise may be accc))tcd, and that 
further interference on your imrt is unnecessary. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 02. 

Projet de Convention.—Communicated to the Marquis of Salisbury by Itustem Pasha, 

June 20, ISDO. 

SA Majosto I’Enqrorcur dcs Ottomans et Su Majeste la Roino du Royaume-Uni 
<lo la Graudc-Bi'otagno ot d’lrlaudo, Iini>oriitricc dos Indos, ayant, en oonformite dcs 
stipulations do la Convention oonoluc h Constautinoplo lo 2i Octobre, 1885, env<«yA 
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dcs Hants Conmiissaircs cn I’lgj'ptc, ot li'<; susdits TIauts Commissaires ayant pr^senW 
ca leiir temps leurs Rapports i\ Icurs (Jouvornoments rosncctifs, lorn's Majost«5s ont 
r<*solu do couclurc une Convention nUiTieurc sur Ics bases du dit Acte. 

A cot ctTct, lours Majestds ont nomniL* jioiir leurs Plenipotcntiaircs, &c, 

ARTICLE 1. 

Ix.*s Firmans Imperiajtx confi'n's aux Valis et anx Khedives d’K^ypte sont 
inaintenus, sauf le cas oii ils so t rouveraiont motlilies par la pr<5scnte Convention. 

ARTICLE II. 

Lo Khd<livat d’Egyptecomprond les tcnitoiivs enonces dans los Firmans Imperiaux 
ooneernant Tfigyplo. 

ARTICLE III. 

.lusqu’ii I’expiration du ddlai d’un an ii p;ivtir do la date do la pi-esonto Convent ion, 
le Gouvernemont do Sa M:ijosle Rrltanni<pie rotin;ra .sos li-oupcs do TEgyplo. Si h 
cette eiMXjuc Tapparition d'un danger i\ rinb'riour ou u rextericur ina;ossitait rajourne- 
ment d»; levaouation, los mosiu'Os neeos.sairos soront prises d’aoeord avee 1*; Gouwrne- 
luent ImiK;rIal, ct les troujH's Anglaiso? so n*tiroront do I’Egypte immediateinont 
api'i's la disparition <b' co danger. 

Aussitol apivs I’evaeuation, il wia mis fia aux mosures do preeaution prises par 
le Gouverneinent do Sa .Majesto Rritnnniiiuo pour Ic mainticn do l;i sdi'otd interieure 
<le ri'u'ypto, :i rocc:isioj\ do la situation anormale du Soudan et de IVtat de ehosos erw 
par les dviJiiomonts politicpios de rEgypto, ainsi (ju’a la surveillnneo pi-ovisoire oxer<’ee 
par lui sur I’arnteo Egyplienno. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Lois du relinit dos troupes Rritauni<iue.s, I’ftgypto jouiKi dos avantages du 
nrineijK' do la sfirete territorialo, et lors ilo la mtilioation de la presente Convention, 
los Gnindos Pnissaneos sennit invitees ?l signer un Acte reeoiinaissant et garantissant 
rinviolabilite du torritoire I'lgyptien. 

D’apn^s ret .Veto, aueune Puissanc«* n’niim le droit, dans aueunc eirconstaneo, de 
debanjiier do.s tn>upos sur b* torritoire Kgyptien, sMiuf los cas jirevus dans le Ri^glcnient 
annexe ii la presente Conveiition. 

Le Gouvi’rni'inent Imperial Ottoman usera do son droit d'oecuiior inilitaironiont 
rivgyjito s’il a des raisons pour eraindve une invasion de rextericur, ou si fordre el la 
seeiirite a I’inteiicur veuaieiit ii clro troubles, ou bion si lo Kbedivat d'Rgypte refusait 
de roniplir sos devoirs Olivers la Cour Souveniine. 

Uans les cas pm-iles, le (louvernt'iuont de Sa Majo.ste Hritaniiiquc est autorise 
))ar cotto (-’oiivention a pn'-ter niateriolleinent son coneonrs au Gouvernemciit Inijiorial 
Otloninn. 

Pai eas ou le Goiivcrncment Imperial n’envcrniit pas, par suite d'empeidiemcnt, 
dos troupes en Egypte, le Gouvernoment Rritanniqiie osf egalonicnt autorisd ii pivndre 
les inesures iioees-sairos pour y envoyor des troupes alln d’l'-earter lo danger ct d’y 
retablir IVirure et la securite. 

En Proliant ees mesiin's, Us Commandants des troupes Anglaisos agiront avee 
toils le.>i egards dus aux dn)il> .souverains de .Sa Majoste Imporiale Ic Sultan. Un Ilaut 
Coinniissaire Ottoman so tnmvora eii Egypto pendant la durec du sdjour dcs troupes 
Rritanniques. 

Les troupes Ottomnnes ainsi quo los troiijios Rritanni(|ues soront retirees de 
I’Enypte des que les o.'iuses inotivaiit cette iulervontion auront cossd. 

*Cba(|uo Ibis quo le besoin d’uiie ex])editioii do troupes en Egypte sc fei-ail sentir, 
los deux Elats, apr*>s .s’olreeiitendus niutuellement, agiront eonrorinemcnt it la d«3cision 

? ui si'iTi jiri.se suivant la gi-avile de la situation. 8i, en eas d’urgenru r<‘eonnue iwir le 
louvernement de Sa ^lajeste Rritaniiiiiue, t-t sur I’avis (amforme traiisniis jiar lui ii la 
Sublime I’orte, la decision jtriso par le Gouverneinent Imperial «’oneernant sa mani^re 
d’agir dans cette ciivonstanee tardait » etre eoinmiiniqueu en temps voulu au 
Gouvernemont Uritaniiique, colui-ei, cn attendant la rejionso de la 8111)111110 I’urte, 8(‘ 
considerera eornnio aulorise it I'xpi'slier dos trou|K'8 I’U Egypti'. I.a iierimle ])undnnt 
ln(|iielle le Gouvernement Anglais (Hiurra, apre.s revaeiiaiion, ivex[)edier des truu|K‘.s en 
Egypto, dans les eas qiii pia5ei\lent, wirn d’uuc duroc de 


ARTICLE V. 


liorsqiie la pr<!:scntc Convention aura <-t6 ratifi*5o, Ics deux Ilautes Parties Con- 
tractantes notifleront Ic fait cn prt'inicr lieu aux Puissances Siguataircs du Trait6 de 
Rcrlin, (‘t subs^cjueninicnt aux autres Gouvornoments qu’ils lugcront niJeessaire, en 
les inyitant h y donucr lour adhesion. 

En cas oh la n(5co.^it<S cn sorait rcconnue h I’avenir, la prdsento Convention 
pourra, sur la proposition du Gouvcrnciuont Imperial Ottoman, fitre modifldc dc 
eommun accord par Ics deux Etats Contraclants. 

ARTICLE VI. 

I/i pr^sentc Convention st'ra ratificc cf les ratifications on scront dcliangiics dans 
I'cspacc d’un inois partir de la date dc la signature dc cot .Vete, ou plus t6t si fnire 
so |)out. 

En foi de quoi Ics Pleuiiwtontiaircs Pont signeo et v ont appost Ic seoau de lours 
nr Dies. 

Fait on double Ic 


No (53. 

77ir Hurl of Lytion to the Murt/u!it of ^uli>!jiirj/.~ -(Received June 2*i, 7'20 I'.M.) 

(No. f». Africa. Conlidcntial.) 

('rclegrapbic.) P. Paris, June 20, 18‘J0. 

ZANZIRAH: .Anglo-Gornmii Agreement Vour telegram of ye.sterday. 

Ribot dues not wish to raise serious discu.vsion as to Declaration of 1802 if he can 
avoid it, and aulliorizes mc to tnv most confidentially that France will not opimse 
Protectorate provided Ihiglaml will enter into independent negotiation with her for 
delimitation of inthienee in West African territories ca.st of Senegal and north of Niger 
to Lake Tchad, poiftponing ollicial aunounceinent of Zanzibar Protcetorato till such 
negotiation is opened. 

With regard to ICgypI, he proposes to discontinue diseussion of ev.acuation for the 
present; will accept evasive reply to his note on that .subject, and will assent to applica¬ 
tion of funds to corvee in terms not defining it as either provisional or [lermnncnt, on 
condition that general employment <»f oconomie.s is reserved for future eonsideralion. 

French opinion much e.xeitcd on both Egyjilian ami Zanzibar questions, and Ribot 
wants to be able to stop embarra.ssing questions here by assurance that satisfactory 
communications about them are going on. 

His tone is very conciliatory, and I recommend easing his difliculties so tar as 
we can. 

Despatches will follow. 


No. 61 . 


The Hurl of Lytton to the Muniuis of .iulitbnrt/.—{Received June 30.) 


(No. 215.) 

My Lord, . . . 

IN the various conversations with .M. Ribot winch 


Paris, June 2.8, 1890. 

Ill me ... have lately had occasion to 

rejrort to your Lordship, hi.i li.veellency has repeatedly dwelt with great emjiliasis on the 
delicacy of his position in dealing with such questions as those relating to Egypt and the 
English Protectorate of Zutizibar; and your Lordship will have noticed that on the latter 
sublet he has been much pressed in the Chamber by M. Brisson, a Deputy who has 
never before evinced any sirccial interest in loreign affairs. 

1 believe that the c.vpianution of this is to lie found in the circumstance that .M. dc 
Freycinct, when forming his pre.sent Cabinet, luid some idea of inviting M. Bri.sson 
to join it, and that M. Ribot then declined to sit in a Cabinet which would, he 
considered, have assumed too Radical a complexion it it included M. Rrisson in addition 
to M. Bourgeois. 

In hi.s endeavours to embarrass and discredit M. Ribot’s administration of the 
French Foreign Dfficc, M. Brisson is said to be encouraged by M. Lockroy and others of 
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the Radical Left, and the supposed disposition of M. de Frejeinet to lean upon the 
Parliamentary group to which those Deputies belong. I believe M. Ribot to be really 
alarmed at the increasing isolation of France, and the position in which she may at any 
moment be placed by the continued conduct of her foreign relations in the spirit of the 
Chauvinists to whose attacks he is exposed; whilst at the same time he wants to bo able 
to disarm sucb opponents by showing that his practical disregard of their agitation has 
enabled him to obtain sonic substantial benefit for France, and hence allusions to 
compensation are continually coupled with his professions of conciliatory intentions. 

On the subject of Egypt his present tone is that of a man apparently in search of 
some plausible pretext for timely retreat from a false position, assumed in reliance upon 
circumstances the development of which has disappointed his expectation. Your Lord¬ 
ship, no doubt, will not wish to render such a retreat unduly difficult to him. But 
French Ministers for Foreign Affairs succeed each other so rapidly and differ from each 
other so slightly, their position is always so difficult, their power so inadequate, and their 
action so much less satisfactory than their professed intentions, that in the treatment of 
international questions with which they arc concerned it is certainly not worth the while 
of Her Majesty’s Government to make concessions merely for the sake of retaining any 
one of them in office or in the hope of securing the gratitude of their successors. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 









